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Pastor’s thoughts for October 2026

Grace and Peace to you! Many thanks to all of you here at Emmanuel Lutheran for your
support and love during my supply here. Lay Minister Rhonda Kalous will be starting her
ministry here on Sunday, October 4th,

It has been a joy and honor to lead and preach on Sundays and to perform necessary visits,
etc. during these last months. Emmanuel faces challenges but has good leadership to meet

those upcoming challenges that the church is facing.

Many years ago, the famed psychiatrist, Victor Frankel (whom I have mentioned in
sermons) who also was in Hitler’s concentration camp, said this later in life:

“The Spiritual dimension cannot be ignored, for it is what makes us human.”

I want you to remember this statement. Rewrite it and put it on your refrigerator, and if you
are a young family, teach it to your children.

You see, when Gold creates humans, they are Spiritually human. And...if we ignore that
important dimension of who we are, we are shutting out the Creator. It truly amazes me

when young families and their children are not seen on Sundays on a regular basis.

We can give ourselves and our families much, but if the spiritual dimension is not given a
proper place in life, life is not fulfilled.

If it were not from my mother’s parental push as far as Christian teaching and faith
experiences goes, I know I would not end up in my life’s work. Add on my late father-in-

law’s Lutheran understanding and guidance, the same result came to me.

It is true, the Spiritual dimension in life cannot be ignored ever! It is what got Frankel
through the horror of his imprisonment.

We will never experience such conditions as he did. But the world will throw lots negative
experience our way. This is where our spiritual life takes over to resist such temptations.

May God Bless all who read this newsletter, and once again, thanks for your support and
love!

Pastor Rod


mailto:Reardanlutheran@gmail.com
http://www.emmanuelreardan.org/

F UK 7
er
will be p
October 21 . L e
October Celebration
at1pm

October 1 &d & Charlotte Preuschoff
We will celebrate the birthdays October 3 Sam Mathis
of October 3 Erika Preuschoff
Shirley F. October 8 Karl Zwai 2
and Mary G.
October 10 Cerald Brommer
Any questions please contact October 13 Mar y Cuhlke
Nancy at 509-280;0827 October 15 Olivia Wicks
AL O October 16 Robert & Johanna Ellis
October 17 Cerald & Diane Bronuner
October 21 Shirley Fraley
October 30 Mike & Tammy Booker

o R

Emmanuel Lutheran Church Council Minutes Tuesday, September 1, 2026 Reardan, WA

Members present: Charlotte Preuschoff, Chris Falk, Todd Eckstrom, Gary Cook, Barbara Hamilton, Pastor
Rod Vereb, and special guest Chris Cook.

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 pm by Charlotte Preuschoff. Pastor Rod opened with devotions
and prayer based on Romans 8:18-30.

Church Secretary Report: Johanna's written report stated that the US Bank accounts have been closed
and the funds officially transferred to STCU. Johanna has also been asked to serve on the ELCA NWIM
Synod Hunger Committee beginning October 1. A grant opportunity may be available to the church, and
Johanna will provide additional information as it becomes available. An adapter for the sound system has
failed, but a replacement part has been ordered. Once received, the sound system and videos should
function correctly. A new camera for streaming services and remote microphones have also been added,
improving online viewing. Shirley Garber has offered to operate PowerPoint when Johanna is unavailable
and will cover September 13. The Council thanked Chris Falk for removing the old printer from the
pastor's office. Funding for the electrical upgrades will also need to be determined. Funds remaining from
the basement flood repairs may be an option. Johanna will be out of the office until September 23.
Financial Report: Barbara Hamilton moved and Gary Cook seconded to approve the August financial
report. Motion carried.



Pastor's Report: Pastor Rod reported completing five services, attending one Council meeting,
counseling one member and one non-member, making several phone calls, and providing mentoring to
Rhonda. He recommended continuing to look for chairs and a new desk for the pastor's office. Pastor Rod
shared that he is blessed to continue serving Emmanuel until a new pastor or lay minister is hired. He
reminded the Council and congregation to let him know if members are in need of prayer or counseling.

Committee Reports:

Stewardship: No report.

Worship & Music and Outreach & Fellowship, by Buddi Williams: First, | want to thank everyone that
brought goodies and participated /helped with our “In-The-Park” the 1st of August. The Lutheran Church
has always had a reputation for going above and beyond when it comes to doing anything with food. And
we did it AGAIN! And then another big Thank You to those that helped with the Stuhlmiller Reception for
the family and friends, after the internment of Bob and Willy’s ashes in the 15th. We think there were
about 80 people that were here.

Property & Remodeling: Gary Cook reported that the electrician is scheduled to complete the lighting
and electrical work on September 11. Gary and Chris have spent several days organizing and preparing
the basement for use by the Options Program and expect to complete the work later this week. Brad
Eyler, safety officer at the school, completed a walkthrough of the building and identified several
additional safety items that need attention, including battery replacements, updates to first aid kits, and
servicing fire extinguishers. Chris Falk completed installation of the air conditioner but needed to order a
sleeve and frame the wall to ensure proper installation.

Endowment: Todd Eckstrom reported that scholarship checks were mailed at the beginning of August
and students should have received the funds in their school accounts. Recipients include Lydia Wicks
($1,600) Kira Hoff ($800), EJ Preuschoff ($1,600), Colby Clouse ($800), Gretchen Schmitt ($1,600), Tyler
Vandeventer ($800), and Naomi Rainwater ($400). Applications for the spring semester will be released
in mid-September with a deadline of October 31.

Old Business:

Options Use of the Basement Classrooms: Charlotte reported that she has been in contact with the
school and the Facility Use Agreement has been completed. Eric Sobotta is currently reviewing the
agreement and it will be signed prior to their first use on September 8.

New Business:

Call Committee Recommendation: Chris Cook reported that the Call Committee unanimously
recommends Rhonda Kalous as the Lay Minister for Emmanuel Lutheran Church. The committee was
impressed with her interest in and dedication to the church and community and is excited about the
opportunity for her to serve the congregation and work with students in the community. The Council
discussed moving forward with Rhonda as a Lay Minister and pausing the current pastoral call process.
Before a final decision is made, the Council will meet with Rhonda to discuss expectations,
responsibilities, and compensation. A written agreement will be developed to ensure that expectations of
the Council, congregation, and Lay Minister are clearly understood. The Council will meet with Rhonda on
September 8 at 6:00 pm to continue these discussions.

Congregational and Community Engagement: Student Prayer Breakfast: The Student Prayer Breakfast
is tentatively scheduled for the last Friday of each month at 7:00 am. Students have expressed interest in
gathering once a month for breakfast and devotions. The first event will take place on September 25,
members interested in helping will be asked to contact a Council member.

God's Work, Our Hands Sunday: Todd is investigating the availability of a shredding truck for the
community. A short worship service will be held on September 13, followed by cleanup and service
projects around the church.

Roundtable: With the number of grant opportunities currently being explored, the Council discussed the
possibility of considering a grant writer in the future. The meeting adjourned with the Lord's Prayer at
7:52 pm. Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 6, 2026, at 6:00 pm. August minutes were approved via email.



This November, Emmanuel would like to
honor our veterans-either in the
congregation or in the community.

If you have a family member that served
in the military, please let Johanna know
the name, branch, and when did they
serve. If they were a member of
Emmanuel, please let her know that as
well!

High School P'rvager B‘reak_fast

AlSO, if you know of anyone elseinthe hosted bH Emmanuel Lutheﬁ{varn.
congregation that has passed and had is corm'mg soon

served, please let her know as well! We

want to honor EVERYONE ¢ . .
who served! The Council is very excited to

oﬁer" this to the hig h-school
students aga'm aj:ter“ a lcmg pause!

A’ng quest'ums, please contact
Barbara Hamilton or

Charlotte P’r“euschoff

October 16t and 17th St. John’s Church in Medical Lake will be holding their annual
Bazaar. It will start at 9 am on Friday with lunch at 11 am.

If any of you would like to work wither the 16th or 17th, please let Buddi know!
It would be nice if Emmanuel could again supply baked goods, crafts, etc for the Bazaar.

St. John’s has been very kind to share their proceeds with us and Emmanuel, in turn,
sends the donation to one of our local benevolent programs.

If you would like to donate anything, but can’t get to St. John’s, please have it in the
church basement by 8:00 am on Friday, October 16th.

Questions, please contact Buddi at 509-990-4734



Telcome to.
Rhondn Kalous!!

She has been offically hired
by Emmanuel Lutheran
Spring 2027 Scholarship applications to servce as our

are now being accepted. Lay Minister!
They are due by October 31.

Her first offical Sunday will be
Applications are available on the church

website or in the narthex of the church OEsobEr4 DEpIIHgHE A

Any questions, please contact Official installation will be
Todd Ekstrom at 509-499-2310 coordinated with the Bishop’s
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Thank you to Pastor
Rod Vereb and his
family (Jane and
Eric) for serving
Emmanuel Lutheran
since October of last
year!

We have all truly
enjoyed having you
here and will miss
your wisdom from
the pulpit!

Godspeed in your
next adventures!
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*Editor note-If someone makes this historical recipe, please invite me. I want to try
this!!!!



=

[®]

S

=

=

O

o

s

S

e R

ER ]
A~ S
IOW N
ez; -
= x = 3,
s 0.© 2
£RE £
£0 9 3)
m A o




