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Emmanuel Lutheran News
Located at the corner of Laurel & Cottonwood Streets

       PO Box 207, Reardan WA 99029
Telephone: 509-796-2531 Email: Reardanlutheran@gmail.com
Website: www.emmanuelreardan.org
This month, the Pastors’s submission is an answer to an “Ask a Pastor” question. Remember-submit any questions you have to reardanlutheran@gmail.com or directly to the Pastors.
Question submitted to “Ask a Pastor”: Why are Christians not Jewish if we follow the teachings of Jesus and he was Jewish. Wouldn't we Christians also be Jewish by default?
The answer is:

No, there is no being a Jew by default. BUT- many VERY many early Christians, most of whom were Jewish, thought that if you wanted to follow Jesus, you must BECOME Jewish! It makes sense, right? Very soon after Jesus ascended into heaven, his followers came together to form a large congregation. You would THINK they would work in Galilee, their home, but they all moved to Jerusalem. All the apostles were there, and they chose James the brother of Jesus to be their leader. These people, even apostles with Greek names like Andrew and Philip, were all Jews. 

The giant problem was, and remains: To be a Christian, you have to BELIEVE, and act like it. That's simple. To be Jewish, you gotta do certain, COMPLICATED things. 

To be Jewish, males had to undergo a rather inconvenient and painful intimate surgery. Also, both males and females had to swear off a variety of excellent sources of protein, which was not easily found in the ancient world. No hotdogs, no bratwurst, no breakfast sausage, you get the picture. It was a HUGE commitment to become a Jew. Still is! 

At the same time, the Holy Spirit was busy telling St Peter and the rest of the crew that God wanted people to worship Jesus who were NOT Jewish! Way back, long before the apostles jostled the tables in Jerusalem, the old prophet Isaiah wrote: 'It's too light a thing that you (Messiah) should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel. I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation shall reach to the end of the earth.' Isaiah 49.6

That right there, written down six centuries before Jesus was born, put paid to the notion that Jews alone can attain the salvation the Lord offers. 'My salvation' means God's grace, love, kindness, and eternal life, not requirements about what to eat, what to cut off your body, what people to avoid. 

I know Jewish people. I respect them and consider them my cousins in faith. But I am not Jewish, and they are not Christian, generally. But I follow Jesus, who is Jewish but never, ever demanded that I become Jewish to follow him. 
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April 3 Jessica Ekstrom 
April 4 Todd & Jessica Ekstrom







 Willy Stuhlmiller

April 5 Janet Mitchell

April 6 E.J. Preuschoff

April 9 Del Williams

April 10 Stan & Jill Schwartz

April 12 Amy Schmitt

April 17 Don & Virginia Plummer






   Jan Graham

April 20 Brad Falk

April 25 Mike McCain


  Shirley Garber

 Amber Hamilton

April 27 Casey Ferderer
April 28 Anthony & Tessa Wicks






   Jim Baye






   Bobbie Williams

April 29 Bob Ellis

April 30 Paul Lillengreen
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(*Note-the minutes have been approved by council electronically, prior to publication)

Emmanuel Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
March 4, 2025
Members present: Charlotte Preuschoff, Chris Falk, Tessa Wicks, Gary Cook, Barbara Hamilton, and Pastor Carol Yeager. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm by President Charlotte Preuschoff, with Pastor Carol delivering an opening prayer.

February 3rd minutes were approved prior to the meeting via email by the council. 

Pastors’ report:   
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April Party
Gals
April 16, 2025
1pm
Fellowship area

We will honor:
Jan G., Janet M., and
Shirley G.




Pastor Carol reported that Pastor Greg was at the Jazz Mass at St. Mark’s this evening. Coffee with Pastor Carol was held on March 1st at Wake Up Call in Airway Heights and will continue the first Saturday of each month.  

Upcoming events:

Ash Wednesday – March 5th at 7pm

Wednesday Bible Studies

Women’s Retreat at Lutherhaven March 15-16

Dean’s Retreat in Spokane March 24-26

Financial report: 

The financial report for the month of February was presented. Discussion followed. Gary Cook moved, and Barbara Hamilton seconded to accept the report. Motion carried. 
Committee reports: 
Property & Remodeling: Gary reported that the adjuster came out regarding the water leak in the basement following recent weather occurrences. The committee will refer to RJ for some of the elevator questions surrounding the leak. Gary is waiting to see what insurance reports regarding a claim. The current cost estimate is $1200 from Titan Pro for drying out the carpet. 

Gary received information on February 24th from Rise Claim Solutions and on February 25th regarding a full investigation of the claim, with the result not being determined yet. 

Pastor Carol advised that we be proactive on church repairs and policies prior to the insurance renewal in order to maintain and retain coverage. 

Endowment: USDA needs ACH Direct Deposit form completed for farm payments. Checks will no longer be issued. 

Old Business: 
Goals for 2025-2026: Using the Review & Visioning Process as a Guide – Pastor Carol shared some of her thoughts on the questions asked, but it was decided to wait until Pastor Greg was in attendance to fully embrace the process. 

Increasing Congregational Engagement: Ideas such as a church Easter Egg Hunt, Children’s sermons and having a June potluck service held outside were mentioned. 
New Business: The basement leak was covered in committee reports. 

Roundtable: 

Gary Cook said he heard from Waylon Anderson regarding the parsonage door and the cost estimate is $3500 and can be replaced when the weather is a little more conducive to having the house open for an extended period. 

Chris Falk mentioned that we may need to replace the AC thermostat in the parsonage. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 1st at 6pm. 
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 6:56pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Tessa Wicks, Council Secretary
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hosted by Emmanuel Lutheran Church
April 17t from 6:30-8 pm
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* Please join us for a community supper
and time of reflection as we remember
Jesus’ last meal with his disciples. We will
gather to pray, eat, learn and share Holy
Communion with one another.

* Contact Emmanuel Lutheran Church at
509-796-2531 to RSVP so we can prepare
enough food.

« Offering to benefit WeCARE ministry will
be taken.

* Please sign up by April 10.
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ATTENTION!!!!!
Servers are needed for Easter (April 20, 2025) 

We are desperate! We need someone to serve treats and coffee during the stewardship time! If you can do it, PLEASE contact Buddi 

(509-990-4734) as soon as possible!
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FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE
HIS ONLY SON, THAT WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM
SHALL NOT PERISH BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.
JOHN 3:16
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Soon, all of the previous videos will be available only our YouTube account. If you want to view  any of the streamed worship videos, please subscribe to our YouTube account. 

Additionally, the Facebook group will be phased out. Please follow the Facebook PAGE for the church instead. The live stream videos will be shown from  ONLY the Facebook PAGE beginning May 1!

As always, if you have any trouble with ANY of the social accounts or connecting or such, please contact Johanna Ellis at  reardanlutheran @ gmail.com or 509-796-2531. She is HAPPY to help!
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Fastest Way to hear the most recent happenings!
Follow one and/or all!
Point your camera at the QR code to be instantly connected to the corresponding account!
(Select the yellow box that appears on your camera screen)

Website: www.emmanuelreardan.org

You Tube: EmmanuelReardan
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