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Introduction

Another year of school is over and Another year of school is over and 
we can all take a breath and “relax” 
for a few months. IHLA has under-
gone many changes this year, and 
we will continue changing for the 
better in the next school year. We 
want to thank all of the teachers, 
administrators and staff at our administrators and staff at our 
member schools for the wonderful 
work that you do and for promoting 
heritage languages in Edmonton.

We hope that you have a grand 
summer and come back well rested 
from adventures or quiet relaxation, 
and ready for another year. We look 
forward to a greater participation in 
IHLA activities next year, with com-
pletely revamped PD sessions that 
we are planning for the year ahead.we are planning for the year ahead.

Enjoy your summer and see you 
back in September.
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Member Schools
The following list presents the names of all current IHLA member 
schools in good standing. Over the years IHLA has represented as many 
as forty different community schools. Membership to IHLA is voluntary 
- IHLA schools are only a portion of the many heritage language 
community schools that operate in the Edmonton area as well as in the 
Northern region of Alberta. This list is in alphabetical order:
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Mother Language Day

11th Mother Language Day took 
place on the 22nd of February 
2014 at St. John’s Cultural 
Center in Edmonton. 17 different
heritage and international 
language schools have 
participated and made it happen. participated and made it happen. 
We want to thank all the 
students at these schools for the
wonderful songs, dances, skits, 
acrobatics, and other 
performances. This event was 
truly a showcasing of student 
talent. A big thanks goes to our talent. A big thanks goes to our 
wonderful MCs: Kathy 
Milanowski, Shaan Ubhi, Valisia 
Salmas and Nicole DaCosta for 
doing such a great job of 
leading the event.

Special thanks go to our guest 
speakers: Dr. Michele Foley, speakers: Dr. Michele Foley, 
Dr. Olenka Bilash, Councillor Amarjeet 
Sohi, Hon Thomas A. Lukaszuk, Minister 
of Jobs, Skills, Training, and Labour, & the 
Principal of the Headway School Society of 
Alberta, Mr. Jagwinder Singh Sidhu. 

We also want to thank all the teachers, instructors, 
parents and everyone else who has contributed to parents and everyone else who has contributed to 
making this event possible. IHLA invites everyone to
participate in the Mother Language Day next year.
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Mother Language Book

                             Every year, for more than a decade, 
                             the International and Heritage 
                             Languages Association (IHLA) has 
                             published a book of essays, stories 
                             and artwork by students and teachers 
                             from its member schools. The 
                                                          submissions are in the languages that 
                             are taught at these schools. This year 
                             we have submissions from 12 
                             different schools and a range of 
                             languages from all over the world. 

                             These publication are a testimony to 
                             the dedication and hard work that the 
                                                          teachers at all our language schools 
                             have invested into their students. 
                             Even more so, this book is the proof 
                             of talent of all the students and their 
                             commitment to learning and mastery 
                             of languages. All of these students are 
                             bilingual, trilingual or multilingual 
and they are the reason why IHLA exists.and they are the reason why IHLA exists.

IHLA is proud to present this issue of the annual publication and we 
hope to inspire your current and future students to strive toward 
language learning and to submit their stories for next year for all of us 
to enjoy. 

We thank all the contributors to this year’s publication and hope you 
enjoy this read.

If your school has not collected the books for your students yeat, If your school has not collected the books for your students yeat, 
please contact the IHLA coordinator - Oleg Bogatyrevich, via email at

                                edmontonihla@gmail.com



05 July 2014July IHLA Newsletter

5

PD Session Recap

In the past 3 months we have had 2 PD sessions. One was “Best
Practices in Heritage Language Teaching” for beginner teachers 
presented by Trudie Aberdeen. The other was a technology session on
Lang 8, an internet based language learning tool, presented by Pavlo
Bakhmut.

These sessions have had improved attendance over previous ones, but
they have not captured the interest of majority of the teachers. If youthey have not captured the interest of majority of the teachers. If you
have requests for PD sessions for next year, please email Oleg 
Bogatyrevich at: edmontonihla@gmail.com

IHLA is interested in teachers’ opinions on what sessions they would 
find useful for professional development, so your contributions are 
very valuable.
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Involvement in IHLA

IHLA is looking for a stronger participation from its member schools
this year. There are many ways to get involved. IHLA has formed 3
committees to help establish a clear direction of movement for the 
organization for this year. The school teachers, instructors, and 
administrators are welcome to participate in the committee meetings
to voice their opinions on the direction of development for IHLA.

The committees are: Membership, PD and Advocacy. The MembershipThe committees are: Membership, PD and Advocacy. The Membership
Committee will work on the issue of maintaining and increasing IHLA 
membership by attracting new schools to join the organization. The PD
Committee will investigate potential topics and presenters for 
professional development sessions for the next year. The Advocacy 
Committee will work on potential plans of promotion of heritage
language education and appropriate methods of delivery of IHLA 
school needs to the government, the public and other stakeholders.school needs to the government, the public and other stakeholders.

Another way to represent your school’s interests is to participate on
IHLA’s Board of Directors. IHLA board of directors are a committed 
group of community leaders who belong to diverse language schools 
and communities in the Edmonton area.

Your school may also participate by taking part in IHLA annual events.
Every year IHLA organizes a Mother Language Day, a celebration of
heritage languages and culture. Every year, IHLA also publishes a bookheritage languages and culture. Every year, IHLA also publishes a book
of student stories and essays to showcase student talent. All schools 
are encouraged to participate in these two events as well as any other
organized throughout the year.

If you are interested in participating in the Committees or joining the
Board, please email Oleg Bogatyrevich at: edmontonihla@gmail.com
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Research Article

This article was written by Olenka Bilash to provide a strategy for 
teaching hearitage languages through creative poster making.
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Figure 2: Example of an animal poster – wombat

Figure 3: Example of an animal poster – king cobra 
(higher level)
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A rubric of how the assignment will be graded may also 
offer help.  As can be seen in Figure 7, the criteria of the 
rubric must align with the criteria given and discussed 
in class.  Note that the criteria of language and accuracy 
focuses learner attention on spelling, grammar, and use 
of vocabulary.  It is the teacher’s responsibility to identify 
specifics in this category.  Note also that “something spe-
cial” enables students to be more creative and find a way cial” enables students to be more creative and find a way 
to express something more unique such as including 
photos of their own pet or three-dimensional objects.
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Even though related to the poster, an oral presentation is 
a second task and as such requires its own criteria.  It is 
useful to discuss with students what makes a good pre-
sentation and generate criteria from their responses.  
The rubric in Figure 8 may also guide your discussion.  
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Entertainment

Teacher: You missed school yesterday 
didn’t you?
Pupil: Not very much!

The little boy wasn’t getting good marks in 
school. One day he made the teacher quite 
surprised.
He tapped her on the shoulder and said…. “I He tapped her on the shoulder and said…. “I 
don’t want to scare you, but my daddy says if I 
don’t get better grades….. somebody is going 
to get a spanking…”

Teacher: Class, we will have only half a day 
of school this morning.
Class: Hooray
Teacher: We will have the other half this afTeacher: We will have the other half this af-
ternoon!

Teacher: Why can’t you ever answer any of 
my questions?
Pupil: Well if I could there wouldn’t be 
much point in me being here!

Why did the teacher marry the janitor? 
Because he swept her off her feet! 

Teacher: Why were you late? 
Student: Sorry, teacher, I overslept. Student: Sorry, teacher, I overslept. 
Teacher: You mean you need to sleep at 
home too! 

The teacher wrote on the blackboard, “I ain’t 
had no fun all summer.”
“Now Paul,” she said. “What shall I do to cor-
rect this?”
“Get a boy friend.” Paul replied.
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