
SUMMER 2022

Deadlines to 
Remember

2022 Spring/Summer 
Crops Acreage 
Reporting

Annual Forage 
Growing Season 4 
Acreage Reporting

2023 Annual Forage 
Sales Closing

Wheat Sales Closing

Annual Forage 
Growing Season 1 
Acreage Report

2022 Fall Production 
Due

July 15th

September 30th

October 15th

November 14th

MYERS CROP INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC, IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER.

Summer Acreage Reporting
The July 15th acreage reporting deadline is quickly approaching, 
and we want to encourage you to certify your acres with FSA 
as soon as you finish planting. Once you receive a 578 showing 
your certified acres from FSA, please bring that to our office or 
ask the FSA office to email it us. We will check it for accuracy 
and work with you to complete your insurance acreage report. 

July 15th is also the deadline to report any Growing Season 4
acres if you utilize an Annual Forage insurance policy. This 
includes acres planted from April 16-July 15 with an intended 
use of hay, forage, or grazing. Typically, we use GS4 for 
haygrazer. 

If you have not used Annual Forage in the past and would like 
to look at a quote for the 2023 crop year, please contact us 
before July 15th and we will walk you through the coverage 
and cost. It is a rainfall-based policy that can be used in place, 
or in conjunction, with your multi-peril crop insurance.

Emergence Relief Program
Around June 1st, you should have received a pre-filled ERP 
application from FSA for disaster relief (if you sustained a crop 
insurance loss in 2020 and 2021). Some producers also received 
2022 Fall crop loss applications. The remaining 2022 losses will 
be processed in a future round of payments. You will initially 
receive 75% of the estimated loss printed on the ERP form. If you 
have questions, please contact your local FSA office. 
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Signage Protects Texas
Landowners

Rural landowners and ag producers leasing rural land should
consider hanging two signs from a liability protection perspective:
The Texas Farm Animal Liability Act sign and the Texas
Agritourism Act sign. By taking the simple step of having these signs
in place, a landowner may be better protected in the event an injury
occurs under certain circumstances. 

Texas Farm Animal Liability Act Signage

The Texas Farm Animal Liability Act protects farm animal owners
from liability if a participant in a farm animal activity is injured due
to a risk inherent to a farm animal activity.  The classic example is
that there is always an inherent risk that someone who gets on a
horse could get bucked off.  This statute aims to shield the horse
owner from liability in that situation.  This statute broadly applies to
injuries involving the following animals: equine, bovine, sheep, goat,
pig, hog, ratite, chicken or other fowl, and honeybees kept in a
managed colony. Thus, landowners who have any of these animals
on their property could benefit from this statutory protection. 

As of September 1, 2021, the Farm Animal Liability Act will require
Texas farms and ranches, farm animal professionals, and farm or
ranch lessees to hang a Farm Animal Liability Act sign pursuant to
the statute.

The required sign language is:

WARNING
UNDER TEXAS LAW (CHAPTER 87, CIVIL PRACTICE AND
REMEDIES CODE), A FARM ANIMAL PROFESSIONAL OR

FARM OWNER OR LESSEE IS NOT LIABLE FOR AN INJURY
TO OR THE DEATH OF A PARTICIPANT IN FARM ANIMAL
ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING AN EMPLOYEE OR INDEPENDENT
CONTRACTOR, RESULTING FROM THE INHERENT RISKS OF

FARM ANIMAL ACTIVITIES.
 

This sign must be posted at a clearly visible location at or near the
stable, corral, or arena.

BY: TIFFANY DOWELL LASHMET, TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION



Texas Agritourism Act Signage

The Texas Agritourism Act, passed in 2015, provides limited liability for rural landowners of “agricultural 
land” if someone is injured on the land while engaged in a recreational or educational activity. For the 
purposes of this statute, “agricultural land” is land that is suitable for growing crops or raising livestock. A 
recreational activity is broadly defined as including hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, swimming, pleasure 
driving, picnicking, nature photography, and “anything else associated with enjoying nature or the outdoors.” 
For example, if someone were injured while hunting or while participating in a field day, this statute would 
be a potential defense for the rural landowner. 

In order to receive the Agritourism Act’s protections, a landowner must either hang a Texas Agritourism Act 
sign or obtain a signed Texas Agritourism Act release signed by the injured participant. Any landowners who 
allow recreational or educational activities on their property should take at least one of these steps.

The required language to be included on the signs is as follows:

WARNING: UNDER TEXAS LAW (CHAPTER 75A, CIVIL PRACTICE AND REMEDIES CODE), AN 
AGRITOURISM ENTITY IS NOT LIABLE FOR ANY INJURY TO OR DEATH OF AN AGRITOURISM 

PARTICIPANT RESULTING FROM AN AGRITOURISM ACTIVITY.
 

The sign must be clearly visible on or near the premises where the activity is conducted.

Alternatively, producers can obtain signed Agritourism Act waivers from any recreational or educational 
activity. The waivers must be signed before the participant participates in the activity, by the participant or 
their parent, guardian, or managing conservator, be separate from any other agreement other than a different 
waiver and printed in not less than 10-point bold font. 

The required language is as follows: 

AGREEMENT AND WARNING 
I UNDERSTAND AND ACKNOWLEDGE THAT AN AGRITOURISM ENTITY IS NOT LIABLE FOR 

ANY INJURY TO OR DEATH OF AN AGRITOURISM PARTICIPANT RESULTING FROM 
AGRITOURISM ACTIVITIES. I UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE ACCEPTED ALL RISK OF INJURY, 
DEATH, PROPERTY DAMAGE, AND OTHER LOSS THAT MAY RESULT FROM AGRITOURISM 

ACTIVITIES.

Conclusion
 

Given the minimal effort and expense associated with placing these signs on one’s property, every landowner 
should have these signs in place. They will allow the ability to at least argue that the statutory defenses of the 
Texas Agritourism Act or the Texas Farm Animal Liability Act should be available to protect a landowner in 
the event of an injury. These signs are a simple, but important, part of protecting land from a liability 
standpoint. 
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SIGNAGE PROTECTS TEXAS
LANDOWNERS CONT.
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