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LIFETIME MEMBER P.O.  HELMUTH RUPPE 
1/1/1944 – 1/30/2023 

We regret to inform our members and fellow retirees of the passing 
of Lifetime Member, Ret. P.O. Helmuth Ruppe, on January 30th, at the age 

of 79 years. Helmuth was appointed to the Transit Police on July 20, 1968, 
and retired August 26, 1989.  He leaves behind his wife, Ingrid. 

Condolences may be sent to Ingrid at 39 Caroline Ave, Elmont NY 11003-5017 

Helmuth was a long-time member of the Retirees Association, FOP Lodge 
317, The Long Island Shields, the International Police Association and his 



beloved Transit Police Steuben Association.  Helmuth was big man who was 
known for having a big heart as well his generosity.  Both Helmet & Ingrid 
frequently attended Florida Reunions. 

Helmuth, was better known as “Big Red” and was a very active and “Good” 
cop.  As a larger than life individual, with an impressive record of arrests, he 
was featured in a number of newspaper articles, including a major expose in a 
New York City Daily.  He worked in Districts 4, 1, and City-Wide A/C. He was 
also well known among the ne’er-do-wells on the “Deuce” (42nd Street/Times 
Square), while he had a reputation for firmness, but also known to be fair.  
Consequently, he was also highly respected among the criminal inhabitants of 
the deuce cultivating symbiotic relationships that developed into a sense of 
cooperation.  

Our deepest condolences and sympathies to Ingrid. May our friend and 
colleague Helmuth Rest in Peace. 

Helmuth’s obituary is posted on Krauss Funeral Home web yet. 
Check https://kraussfuneralhome.com/. 

 
 

 



 


