We hope all is well with you!! Please contact the church at 291-6225 and leave a message if you or someone
you know needs to be added to the prayer list. PLUS if you don’t want this mailed to your home anymore as
you are coming back to worship, let me know! Thanks, Brenda Clark

2nd Sunday after Pentecost — June 6, 2021
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust
in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

First Reading: Genesis 3:8-15

[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD
God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" And he said, "I heard the sound of thee in the garden,
and | was afraid, because | was naked; and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom thou gavest to
be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that
you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,
"Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all cattle,
and above all wild animals;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel."

Psalm: 130 A Song of Ascents
Out of the depths I cry to thee, O LORD!
2 Lord, hear my voice! Let thy ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!
3 If thou, O LORD, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.
5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word | hope;
6 my soul waits for the LORD more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning.
7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is plenteous
redemption.
8 And he will redeem lIsrael from all his iniquities.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1
Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I believed, and so I spoke,"” we also believe, and so
we speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his

presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.



So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed every day.
For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all

comparison, because we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things that
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.

The Holy Gospel According to Mark chapter 3, verses 20-35

[Jesus] went home; and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. And when his family
heard it, they went out to seize him, for people were saying, "He is beside himself." And the scribes who came
down from Jerusalem said, "He is possessed by Be-el'zebul, and by the prince of demons he casts out the
demons.” And he called them to him, and said to them in parables, "How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom
is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not
be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an
end. But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man; then
indeed he may plunder his house.

"Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin™ -- for they had said,
"He has an unclean spirit." And his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside they sent to him and
called him. And a crowd was sitting about him; and they said to him, "Your mother and your brothers are
outside, asking for you." And he replied, "Who are my mother and my brothers?" And looking around on those
who sat about him, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother,
and sister, and mother."

Devotion

Then the king said to It'tai the Gittite, "Why do you also go with us? Go back, and stay with the king; for you
are a foreigner, and also an exile from your home. You came only yesterday, and shall | today make you
wander about with us, seeing | go | know not where? Go back, and take your brethren with you; and may the
LORD show steadfast love and faithfulness to you." But It'tai answered the king, "As the LORD lives, and as
my lord the king lives, wherever my lord the king shall be, whether for death or for life, there also will your
servant be." --2 Samuel 15:19-21

Absalom returned his father's mercy with a coup. David got wind of the revolt and fled with those who were
loyal to him. David knew it would be tough, so in the generosity of his spirit, he told the foreigner, Ittai, to stay.
Ittai had only recently come to Jerusalem as an exile from his own land.

Instead of taking the easy way out, Ittai chose the tough road with David. Ittai's response shows that David's
good spirit must have won his heart. Ittai was probably exiled because of his political savvy and not going along
with those who led his own country. He could see David was an honest and sincere king. He chose to stay by
David's side regardless of the cost.

It doesn't take long to develop strong friendships if you are a genuinely loving person. The world is looking
for sincere people who will be honest, people who will risk their position to be kind. This is how we influence
people with the Gospel. They see our sincerity, align themselves with us, and we get to tell them why we live like
we do. In time our God becomes their choice.

Consider: Our lives must flow from sincere hearts before people will respond to us like Ittai did to David.



Offering

Please consider to continue to give to your church and your ministry here and around the world. Checks can be
mailed to the church.

Offering Prayer

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just as
you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ.
Amen.

Prayers

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give
you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the
desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, we give
you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life
to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give you
thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God,; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen
our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Blessing

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.



