
St John's Lutheran Church - Bennington 
Pastor A. Dean Williams 

Parsonage 822-4530     Church 291-6225 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
**Suncatchers for sale. See Cindy Mixdorf. 

THIS WEEK AT ST JOHN'S 
 

 
Prayer of the Day             First Sunday of Advent             11/27/22 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in 
the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Ministers of Worship 
TODAY:       NEXT WEEK: 
Lector: Hannah Mixdorf    Lector: Denise Pierce    
Accompanist: Laurie Thome   Accompanist: Pastor Beth           
Acolyte: Carly Gray     Acolyte: Clayton Zuck    
 
Fellowship 
TODAY:       NEXT WEEK 
Kristen Best Family     Elijah and Clayton Zuck Family       
              
Attendance 
Last Sunday’s Attendance: 52 plus 1 Zoom     
Last Month Attend. Avg: 56    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Today and for all of Advent, we will test-drive a navigational aid to be 
used in concert with the ELW (cranberry hymnal). If this aid is well-
received, we’ll laminate it and keep it in the pews. Constructive feedback to 
council or pastor is welcomed.  
 

Poinsettias for the Christmas Eve service are $10 this year. Please fill out a 
form in the manila envelope on the table outside the sanctuary and put your 
money along with the form back in the envelope by December 12th.  
 
Sunday, December 11th: 1) Cookie decorating during Sunday School-
helpers welcomed! 2) Christmas Caroling hay rides at 2 PM offered by 
Dan and Deanne Salisbury. Song sheets provided. Meet in front parking lot 
of the school. Please RSVP to Deanne at 319-240-1128. Bring your own 
blankets and dress warm! 
 
2023 Flower sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
You can start signing up for when you want to share flowers in memory or 
honor of significant people or life events or “just because.”  
 
Sunday School Christmas Program - “The Christmas Quilt” will be on 
Sunday, December 18th.  Families, please work with your children on their 
part by encouraging them to read clearly and to speak up. Dress rehearsals 
start next Sunday!  
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            THIS WEEK AT ST JOHN'S 
Sunday: 27th  - No Sunday School   
      Worship - 10 AM 
Monday: 28th  - Pastor in Office - 10 AM    
Wednesday: 30th - Pastor in Office - 4 PM  
      Confirmation - 7 PM  
Thursday: 1st  - Brenda Office - 9 AM 
       Pastor in Office - 10 AM  
Sunday: 4th   -  Sunday School - 9 AM  
      Worship w/ Communion - 10 AM 
      Baptism of  Maddux Donald Rottinghaus 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
About today: The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is 
coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to 
wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s 
coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the 
holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we 
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we 
already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that 
strengthens our faith in the promises of God. (Sundays and Seasons)  
       
Our “Making Spirits Bright” Christmas giving program continues! 
A local family has been identified so please check out the Giving Tree in 
the narthex for the items needed. When purchasing the items, remember to 
get a gift receipt. Please wrap the gifts you purchase and tape the giving 
tree tag to the outside. Items due by next Sunday, December 4th.  
 

WELCA is collecting new and gently used blankets for Lutheran 
Services of Iowa families in need. There won’t be tags on the Giving Tree 
for blankets; simply bring them in and place them under the Giving Tree 
by December 4th. Gently used blankets should be stain and smoke-free as 
well as recently laundered. 
 

The church council is seeking people to serve on the council. Please 
consider if God is calling you to serve as Deacon, Treasurer, Trustee.  
 

Now is the time of year to start considering year-end special offerings. 
We’ll soon have the envelopes available, and, as always, we’re thankful 
for generous and faithful giving that helps us carry out God’s mission 
through St. John’s. Thank you!   
      

          
I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the 
LORD.” —Psalm 122:1  

 
Order of Service 

 
Prelude 
 
     GATHER  
Welcome and Announcements  
Confession (back of prayer list) 
Gathering Song              ELW # 242      
#Greeting                  p. 203 
#Prayer of the Day (see left) 
Advent Wreath Lighting and Blessing 
Advent Song: We Light a Candle, vs. 1 
Children’s Message 
 
       WORD 
Scripture Readings:                  p. 205 
First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5      
Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14  
#Gospel acclamation                p. 205    
#The Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44  
Sermon 
Hymn of the Day           ELW # 438      
#Apostles’ Creed                      p. 105 
#Prayers of Intercession   
#The Lord’s Prayer                   p. 112             
Offering                                      
#Offertory Song             ELW # 182 
#Offertory Prayer 
 
                       SEND 
#Blessing                                   p. 209 
Sending Song:                 ELW # 264       
 
Kids meet pastor in back during last 
verse of song to help; congregation re-
sponse is “And have fun doing it!  
#Dismissal                     p. 209 
#Postlude 
 
# - Please stand as you are able 
 
ELW - Cranberry Book 
 


