FRANKLIN, NC - A"COMMUNITY HEALTH SURVEY REPORT" ( CULLASAJA AND BETHEL)

AT THE REPORT BY BLUE RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE L EAGUE (BREDL)

(www.momsforcleanair.net/uploads/CullasajaHealthSurveyReportl13aug01.pdf)

MORE QUESTIONS THAN ANSWERS:

BLUE RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE LEAGUE

- NOTE THE DATES: According to BREDL's website (www.
bredl.org/info/2000/asphaltplant030900.htm) BREDL and NACAP
CULEASAIA-RETHEL COMMUNITE HEALTH SURVEX RELORY stopped the asphalt plant from getting permitted in Franklin, NC in
mid 2000. (See Appendix A) How is that possible, since this report
says the asphalt plant was permitted in 1998 and operational for
almost a year?
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The Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League injjpeed this sysfey in response to

health concerns of residents in the mountain commugs#® of Bethel 4 acon County 1n western i . .

North Carolina. Bethel 1s a mixed residential/ggeffultural con ity in the Cullasaja River ) NOTE T!_IE AGE: In the attached survey table’ no one I1s 90 This

Valley, elevation 2200 feet above sea leys#® The Bethel-Gfllasaja community is the site of an pe_rson isn't included in the health sur\{ey. If the hearsay actions of
this person warrant mentioning in this report, why wouldn't she

asphalt plant permitted to prodyce J# tons/hour and JM.000 tons/year of paving asphalt.
have been interested in responding to this health survey?

On October 14. 1998 the NC Divisioge# Air Quality issued an air pollution pgpffiit to
Rhodes Brothers Paving. Three weeks 13 BREDL community organizers attendpfl the first

commnmnity meeting called by residegs€ of the Bethel community in a small chys€h on the - NOTE THE COMMENTER: Dr. Lu_anne_ K. Williams _Vvorks for
Cullasaja River. ' h llasaja Asphalg#fant (NACAP), Department of Health and Human Services in North Carolina. Here,
she is stating that the plant is functioning properly. In many other
BREDL documents, she has been questionably quoted that asphalt
plants in general do not operate within the state limits. It is hard to
: _ operty and said that shs not leayf believe that Dr. Williams would ever verbally counter materials
. X et MR ot BER dered the plant to close #id published through a sister agency, the North Carolina Department
lled for an investigation. : ) ~ Division o ) it Dy e . .

: of Environment and Natural Resources, that directly respond to and
oppose BREDL's misinformation on asphalt plants.

|

On May 4, 1999 the asphalt plant commenced operatiofy Residents were driven fro:
their homes by the smoke and od : oman

- NOTE THE NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS: Only 22 people in 15
households responded to a door-to-door, interview-style survey,
which was solicited and potentially influenced. And one was a 5
year old. Page 3 of BREDL's report states that there are
approximately 450 households in the area of the asphalt plant.
Assuming 2-3 persons live in each household, only 1.6-2.4% of the
population was even polled.

After a brief period. the plant resumed operation. Since then. the plant has continued to
be operated by Rhodes Brothers Paving.

After two seasons of operation. we began to work with NACAP to develop a health
survey to determine what effects the plant operation has had on the community. Working

- NOTE THE "FUTURE" PROMISE OF A SCIENTIFICALLY

e Tt Ve SUPPORTED INTERPRETATION: In the 10 years of BREDL's

G - ouch the survey is still undmymarahedv «ing  NON-scientific opinions  being disseminated freely, the scientific

ngmﬁcant 1esuhs Neariyhaifcfthe respondents to the survey report changes in their health re-assessment hasn't been done. Why not, since it is supposed to
corroborate BREDL's position?
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since commencement of asphalt operations on May 4. 1999, NOTE THE NUMBER OF 6-B RESPONDENTS: "Ten of those Surveyed
en of those supveved _ I 168 which sk "Sieeniyie88  responded yes to question 6-B..." Examination of the attached survey table
indicates a quantity of nine.

NOTE THE MALE-FEMALE RATIO: "The survey respondents’ male-
female ratio is 48:52." Examination of the attached survey table indicates a
ratio of 50:50.

The following are detailed survey r
affirmative to question 6-B: “Since May 19
ves, please describe what has changed.”

- NOTE THE LISTED AGE RANGE: "The age range is from 5 to 77 years
s it iide the Seata Gt Py, Shese e eneenme  01d..." Examination of the attached survey table indicates an age range of 5

morning when the plant starts” which differed from her oth NShe said, to 79 years.
“They actually go away.”

- NOTE THE NUMBER OF TOBACCO USERS: "Ten of the respondents
report some tobacco use..." Examination of the attached survey table
indicates a quantity of eleven.

hospital with chest pain for overnight observation in June 2000. He was releasNgwithout a
diagnosis. Family history of allergy/asthma, otherwise unremarkable.

@®1D210 Sixty-six year old white female currently under treatment for arthritis said that¥y
summer 2000 her knees and ankles began swelling. She suffers from bronchitis and emphy’
has smoked cigarettes for 48 years. now 3 packs/day.

@1D#13 Fifty-three vear old white male reported a previous history of sinus infections once a - |n a single parag raph’ which actu a”y reports the a nalySiS reSU|tS,

vear and seasonal congestion in winter. Since 1999 he reports that his sinus infections oceur there are four (4) Counting mistakes in e|ght (8) s entences for an error

twice a year and last longer. causing him to miss work (school maintenance employee). He says

he often smells asphalt early in the mormning even in January and February when the plant is not rate of 50%. For such a low number of respondents (22), how can so few
in operation. pieces of data be miscounted so many times? For this report to be touted by
@ 1D#14 Fifty-one year old white female under treatment for high blood pressure. joint pains. BREDL as belng such an Important health StUdy’ It appears not to be even

fatigue. She has a prescription for anti-depressants. No tobacco or aleohol use. Since May 1999 worth prOOflng-
she reports the following changes: “shortness of breath, smoke bothers me, diesel smells. I'm

really sensitive to any smells including asphalt. Ihave to hold my breath when I'm around it.”

She complained of plant noise saying. “It’s so loud our windows rattle.” Her home is about 1200

feet from the asphalt plant.
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Why are the ID #s out of sequence?

Table A, Where is a copy of the survey form itself?
@1D#15 Forty year old white female in generally good health says that since May 1999 she has
begun to suffer sinus headaches which make her feel like her “head is stopped up.” Sees now : _
sees a doctor for her high blood pressure. and has been on medicine for one year. She has reports || !D# | M/F | Age | Distance | Reside Tobacco | ETOH| 5/99 notes
no family history for hypertension or heart disease. She added that there 1s “black stuff on the 1 M | 31 ™ Sy N N N
porch when the plant is running.” and that the noise from the plant sounds like a “jet take off.™ 2 F |27 54 Sy N N [ ) headaches
Her home 1s one quarter mile from the asphalt plant. 3 F 5 754 5y N N N
4 | m |49 | 2338 40y ppd20yQ | N N
N— i - S e S 25 | F |49 | 2338 28y N N N
@®1D417 Sixty-four year old white femalel 1e}.)0115 lustor_?' of .10.“ blood pressure. \ Since c M 1 23 5489 em 2lwik By Sk N
summer 2000 she said her blood pressure 1s higher but still within normal range. Sinee the plant 6 M | 29 1056 am N ik N
opened she has suffered from dizziness and “difficult breathing™ spells which last for several 7
hours during which she feells li.kle tilerel is ““a cement block on my chest.” No tobacco use. : g M | 320 1961 am N Occ Y sinus pressure, HIA
moderate aleohol. Her family history includes heart trouble, kidney/bladder trouble. and high 9 M | 69 2037 49y 1cigar/wk N N
blood pressure. 10 | F |66 | 2037 49y 3ppd48y | N Y knees/ankles sweling
11 M | b5 2112 By N 1/d N
#®D#18 Fifty-cight year old white male reports onset of high blood pressure and weight gain of 12 F | 32 1886 2.5y N N N
20 pounds since May 1999, Former smoker, 2 pack/day for 36 years. Now taking prescription 13 § ™M |83 | 1207 3y 4cigar/wk N & | more freq sinus infecions. lastlonger
for hypertension. He says that when the plant operates it “vibrates the house” and “things move 14 F | 51 1207 3y N N shortokbreah
on the shelves.” His home is about one hundred yards from the asphalt plant. 15 | F |40 | 1358 8y 1ppddyQ | occ | M high B/P, sinus HIA worse
16
®1D= 20 Seventy-seven year old white male with history of rectal cancer surgery in 1988 and 7 F |64 337 10y N 1/d [ ] _ dizziness, B/P
bleeding ulcers in 1979. reports he is now in “pretty good™ health. He reports that since 1999 he 18y M |58 337 18y 2ppd 36y Q | 2/d a8 high B/P, +20bs, sob
2 ) R : : ) . 19 | M | 54 | 905 2y 2ppd 20y Q | 2wk | N
has had a sinus problem which he says. “drains in my throat.” He complained of noise. dust in - . .
2 iis - . 20 M |77 679 20y 1ppd 8y Q N [ ] smnus drainage, dust in home
the house, and strong odor in his yard from the plant which is about 700 feet from his home. , :
g 21 | F [ 79 | 679 20y N occ | ¥ high BIP. glaucoma,arthrifs
. o ) . . 2 | F |36 | 754 15m ippd 16y | N N
#1D421 Seventy-nine year old white female under treatment for hypertension says that since 23
May 1999 her blood pressure 1s “irregular. too high.” Also notes “eye problems. glaucoma. 24 F | 75 528 44y chews 70y | N N
retina problem, arthritis. Distance is recorded in number of feet from the asphalt plant location
Reside = Time living at current residence
Our survey was designed to elicit data on health problems within a radius of three miles Tobacco = Smoking history, ppd = packs/day of cigareties, number = years subject smoked,

Q = quit smoking and not smoking now
ETOH = use of alcoholic beverages per day, week, or occasionally
5/99 = Response to survey question 6-B,

-- NOTE ANOTHER "FUTURE" PROMISE OF FURTHER ANALYSIS:
We plan to perform computer modeling to determine ambient levels of toxins such as Over 10 years later, the fOIIOW'Up assessment and survey hasn't been

of the Rhodes Brothers Paving. Residents who live three miles from the plant report asphalt
odors at that distance. We plan to correlate these data to the resident’s distance from the plant.

benzene and formaldehyde at each houschold in the survey. We are able to run the EPA- done. Why not, since the asphalt plant is still in operation’?
approved SCREEN3 software which is the standard model used by the NC Division of Air
Quality’s permitting division. We will correlate these data to determine possible cause and BREDL's HEALTH REPORT:

effect. The survey is ongoing.
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APPENDIX A

FRANKLIN, NC - A"COMMUNITY HEALTH SURVEY REPORT" ( CULLASAJA AND BETHEL)

AT THE REPORT BY BLUE RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE L EAGUE (BREDL)
(www.bredl.org/info/2000/asphaltplant030900.htm)
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Asphalt Plant stopped in Franklin, NC

BREDL chapter Neighbors Against the Cullasaja Asphalt Plant (NACAP) reports an Asphalt Plant was stopped in Franklin
NC.

On March 09, 2000, the Environmental Management Commission voted to deny the air quality permit to Rhodes Brothers
Paving Company who had placed a 1963 vintage (grandfathered in) asphalt plant in the floodplain of the Cullasaja River

Highway 64.

The Commission denied the permit on grounds that there had not been a public hearing and no notice given to the local
government.

NACAP and BREDL are very grateful to the EMC for listening to the people, and to all those who have worked so hard.
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{Macon County). in the midst of many residences, including those of elderly. two schools, and on a dangerous curve of Scenic

|~ & 100% ;

not prevented the Rhodes
Brothers Paving asphalt
plant from operating along
HWY 64 as implied on
BREDL's website.
Moreover, BREDL's own
webpage here directly
contradicts all of the basic
introductory information
found in their own "Health
Report".

It is interesting to further
notice that on the website,
BREDL has chosen to
reference the asphalt plant
as located in "Franklin, NC"
rather than apply the
naming convention cited in
their health report as located
in the "Cullasaja and Bethel
Communities of Macon
County", which is deceptive.



In 2012 the Macon County / Franklin NC / Cullasaja and Bethel
Community / Highway 64 asphalt plant is still operational.
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