
FRANKLIN, NC - A "COMMUNITY HEALTH SURVEY REPORT" ( CULLASAJA AND BETHEL) 
A CLOSER LOOK 

AT THE REPORT BY BLUE RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE L EAGUE (BREDL) 
(www.momsforcleanair.net/uploads/CullasajaHealthSurveyReport13aug01.pdf) 

 

MORE QUESTIONS THAN ANSWERS: 
 
-- NOTE THE DATES: According to BREDL's website (www. 
bredl.org/info/2000/asphaltplant030900.htm) BREDL and NACAP 
stopped the asphalt plant from getting permitted in Franklin, NC in 
mid 2000. (See Appendix A) How is that possible, since this report 
says the asphalt plant was permitted in 1998 and operational for 
almost a year? 
 
-- NOTE THE AGE: In the attached survey table, no one is 90. This 
person isn't included in the health survey. If the hearsay actions of 
this person warrant mentioning in this report, why wouldn't she 
have been interested in responding to this health survey? 
 
-- NOTE THE COMMENTER: Dr. Luanne K. Williams works for 
Department of Health and Human Services in North Carolina. Here, 
she is stating that the plant is functioning properly. In many other 
BREDL documents, she has been questionably quoted that asphalt 
plants in general do not operate within the state limits. It is hard to 
believe that Dr. Williams would ever verbally counter materials 
published through a sister agency, the North Carolina Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources, that directly respond to and 
oppose BREDL's misinformation on asphalt plants. 
 
-- NOTE THE NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS: Only 22 people in 15 
households responded to a door-to-door, interview-style survey, 
which was solicited and potentially influenced. And one was a 5 
year old. Page 3 of BREDL's report states that there are 
approximately 450 households in the area of the asphalt plant. 
Assuming 2-3 persons live in each household, only 1.6-2.4% of the 
population was even polled. 
 
-- NOTE THE "FUTURE" PROMISE OF A SCIENTIFICALLY 
SUPPORTED INTERPRETATION: In the 10 years of BREDL's 
non-scientific opinions  being disseminated freely, the scientific 
re-assessment hasn't been done. Why not, since it is supposed to 
corroborate BREDL's position? 
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-- NOTE THE NUMBER OF 6-B RESPONDENTS: "Ten of those surveyed 
responded yes to question 6-B…" Examination of the attached survey table 
indicates a quantity of nine. 
 
 
 
-- NOTE THE MALE-FEMALE RATIO: "The survey respondents' male-
female ratio is 48:52." Examination of the attached survey table indicates a 
ratio of 50:50. 
 
 
 
-- NOTE THE LISTED AGE RANGE: "The age range is from 5 to 77 years 
old…" Examination of the attached survey table indicates an age range of 5 
to 79 years. 
 
 
 
-- NOTE THE NUMBER OF TOBACCO USERS: "Ten of the respondents 
report some tobacco use…" Examination of the attached survey table 
indicates a quantity of eleven. 
 
 
 
-- In a single paragraph, which actually reports the a nalysis results, 
there are four (4) counting mistakes in eight (8) s entences for an error 
rate of 50%.  For such a low number of respondents (22), how can so few 
pieces of data be miscounted so many times? For this report to be touted by 
BREDL as being such an important health study, it appears not to be even 
worth proofing. 
 
 



 
 
Why are the ID #s out of sequence? 
Where is a copy of the survey form itself? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-- NOTE ANOTHER "FUTURE" PROMISE OF FURTHER ANALYSIS: 
Over 10 years later, the follow-up assessment and survey hasn't been 
done. Why not, since the asphalt plant is still in operation? 

 
BREDL's HEALTH REPORT: 
Unsubstantiated 
Not Peer Reviewed 
Not Publication Quality 

 



APPENDIX A 
FRANKLIN, NC - A "COMMUNITY HEALTH SURVEY REPORT" ( CULLASAJA AND BETHEL) 

A CLOSER LOOK 
AT THE REPORT BY BLUE RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE L EAGUE (BREDL) 

(www.bredl.org/info/2000/asphaltplant030900.htm) 
 

 
BREDL and NACAP have 
not  prevented the Rhodes 
Brothers Paving asphalt 
plant from operating along 
HWY 64 as implied on 
BREDL's website. 
Moreover, BREDL's own 
webpage here directly 
contradicts all of the basic 
introductory information 
found in their own "Health 
Report".  
 
It is interesting to further 
notice that on the website, 
BREDL has chosen to 
reference the asphalt plant 
as located in "Franklin, NC" 
rather than apply the 
naming convention cited in 
their health report as located 
in the "Cullasaja and Bethel 
Communities of Macon 
County", which is deceptive. 



 
In 2012 the Macon County / Franklin NC / Cullasaja and Bethel 

Community / Highway 64 asphalt plant is still operational. 

 

 

 


