NUTLEY UNICO
(nutleyunico.org)
P.O. Box 43, Nutley
MARCH 2026 NEWSLETTER

Our next meeting will be APRIL 9 at Mama Vittoria, NOT APRIL 2!

April 9 Meeting
· Chapter Awards, Unican of the Year, Jerry Del Tufo, and Lifetime Achievement, Charlie Kucinski, will be presented at this meeting.
· The top three Unico scholarships of $4,000, $3,000 and $2,000 will be awarded in their entirety for the first time.
· Anyone planning on attending this meeting must inform Michelle Fleitell (mmichdb@gmail.com) so that the venue can prepare properly.    We also need to be notified of any guests you will be bringing.  
· The Nominating Committee announced their recommendation for the slate of officers for 2026-27; Frank Russo (Pres.), Jerry Del Tufo (1st VP), Mark DiMaggio (2nd VP), Mark Arcuti (3rd VP), Sal Ferraro (Corr. Sec.), Michelle Fleitell (Rec. Sec.), Tom Sposato (Treasurer), JR Mascolo (Sgt at Arms) and Nick Russo & Lenny Gugliemello (Members at Large).  Nominations from the floor and challenges will be permitted at the April meeting and a final vote at the May meeting.



March 5 Meeting notes:
· Dan Marucci emceed the “Italian Jeopardy” game with technology assistance from Frank Russo, Jr.  What a hit! Categories included: Italian Yankees, Male Singers, Pastas, Sicily, Nutley Unico, Making Their Mark, and others. 
· Gianfranco Maculuso was sworn in as a new member.
· Alan Genitempo, Scholarship Committee Chair, announced that we will be awarding over $44,000 this year.  The committee will be meeting on March 28 to make the final selections.
· Members are reminded that appropriate attire at meetings is requested.  This has traditionally been a jacket for men.

Good & Welfare:
· Sam & Michelle Fleitell will be celebrating their 40th anniversary on March 28.
· Tom Sposato received the Bill Farkas Community Service Award.
· Two of our members are being honored by the Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade Committee. Robert Fernicola is the Nutley Italian Man of the Year and Cathy Marucci is the Nutley Italian Woman of the Year!  

National Business:
· The 2026 National Convention will be held at the Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress, Orlando, Florida from July 17-22.
· Two of our submissions for UNICO National Awards were selected by the respective committees.  Patrick O’Boyle will receive the Joseph P. Cianci Humanitarian Award and Carl Graziano will receive the Anthony Fornelli American War Veteran Award at the National Convention.


District VII Business:
· April 14  - District VII Brian Piccolo Award Dinner at the Greycliff, Moonachie. 
· May 17 – Pasta Dinner – Saddle Brook Chapter
· May 26 – District VII Meeting – Rutherford host chapter
· June 23 – District VII Meeting – Saddle Brook host chapter


Chapter Business:
· The Chapter’s Community Service activity will be a Senior Citizen Movie Night on Friday, April 17.  
· The annual Brian Piccolo Scholarship Breakfast held at the Chandelier on Sunday, May 17, at 9:00 am in Belleville.  We are soliciting gift baskets for a small “tricky tray”.  Please let me know if you can contribute to this. We are also requesting prior notice of attendance and payment in advance ($35 per person).
· If you plan on sponsoring a new member please remember that he/she must attend one of our dinner meetings or events before the application is reviewed by the Executive Committee.    Applications are available on our website (nutleyunico.org) or at our dinner meeting.
· If you attend any of the aforementioned district or national events please notify Michele Fleitell for our record keeping (mmichdb@gmail.com).
· This year’s special Scholarship Dinner will be held on Monday, June 8, at the Chandelier.  Tickets will be $45.

Executive Committee Meeting – March 18, 2026
· A form was sent to the town re: our participation in the annual Nutley Memorial Day Parade on May 25.
· Several Executive Committee members will attend the Nutley American LL opening day festivities on April 11.  We sponsor a LL team.
· We will be taking out an ad in the National Convention Journal.
· Our Chapter liability insurance policy is in place.


Upcoming Calendar of Events -
(All dinner meetings will be on Thursdays at Mama Vittoria with noted exceptions)

· April 9 - Dinner Meeting. The top three Chapter scholarships and the two annual Chapter Awards will be presented.  
· April  14  – Tuesday, District VII Brian Piccolo Awards Dinner, Greycliffe, Moonachie, 7:00 pm. 
· May 7 – Dinner Meeting.  The remaining Chapter sponsored scholarships are presented.
· May 17 – Brian Piccolo Scholarship Breakfast (Sunday, 9:00 am.).  $35 per person.
· June 4 – Final Dinner Meeting of the year.
· June 8 – Special Scholarship dinner for all donors.  $40 per person.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
Please forward any changes in email addresses, Good & Welfare items, questions for the Executive Committee or questions concerning the newsletter to me at fcoch1212@gmail.com.

F. Cocchiola





