NUTLEY UNICO
(nutleyunico.org)
P.O. Box 43, Nutley
AUGUST 2026 NEWSLETTER

Our first meeting of the new year will be Thursday, Sept. 10 at Michael’s Restaurant, 528 Riverside Ave., Lyndhurst.  We Are Not meeting the first Thursday of the month in Sept.  The additional surcharge of $10 per person for attendees at our monthly dinner meetings is still in place.

Sept. 10 Meeting:
· This is the first meeting under the leadership of our new president, Frank Russo, and his Executive Board.  Let’s have a good turnout!
· New members to be sworn in include Carl Graziano and Sal Garilli.

Good & Welfare:
· Congratulations to Mark and Jody Arcuti who welcomed their new granddaughter, Sofia Love Arcuti, to the family on Aug. 6.  The proud parents are Angelo and Teresa Arcuti. 
· Dan Carnicella was selected as the “Distinguished District Governor of the Year” by UNICO National.
· Nutley UNICO was selected as the “Model Chapter” in the country by UNICO National at the annual convention.
· Cathy Marucci will be honored as this year’s “Nutley Woman of the Year” by the Columbus Day Parade Committee.  The dinner is Sept. 23 at Nanina’s.
· Rob Franicola is the Parade Committee’s selection as “Nutley Man of the Year.”
· Dan Marucci is being honored by the Italian Tribune as the recipient of the “Christopher Columbus Heritage Award”.
· Barry Maurillo, and his partners Joe Maurillo and Vito Cucci, have been selected for induction into the Nutley Township Hall of Fame.
· NHS graduate, and our 2026 Female Piccolo Scholarship recipient, Maya Ranges, earned All-American honors for her performance at the Adidas Track and Field Nationals in the 2- mile run. 
· Tom Sposato will be honored by the NJ State Board of Hibernians with their “Legion of Honor” Award for his work as a business and community leader.  The ceremony will be Oct. 18, 2026, at 2:00 pm at St. Philips Church, Clifton.

We all offer our condolences to the families of Rich Rubino, whose dad, Eward Rubino, passed away on August 6 and Juliana and Jude (Biondi) Belas on the recent loss of their grandfather, Joseph John Belas.

National Business:
· Two of our submissions for UNICO National Awards were selected by the respective committees.  Patrick O’Boyle  received the Joseph P. Cianci Humanitarian Award and Carl Graziano received the Anthony Fornelli American War Veteran Award at the National Convention.  Our chapter hosted a lunch for the two award winners.
· Nine Nutley delegates voted at the National Convention, Danielle Manganello, Marie & Bob Solimo, Frank Russo, Phyllis Coldebella, Frank Cocchiola, Arlene Ferrara, Kathleen Flaherty.  Also attending were District VII Governor Dan Carnicella and Lynda Forgione.
· Checks for $250 were presented at the National Convention.
(Mental Health, St. Jude, Cancer Research, Armed Services, Italian Studies, Coolies Anemia and Columbus Day).  In addition, a $500 donation was made to UNICO National Scholarships. 
· Next year’s convention is in Nashville, Tennessee.

District VII Business:
· Frank Russo has been appointed to head the District Anti-Bias commi
Chapter Business:
· if you plan on sponsoring a new member please remember that he/she must attend one of our dinner meetings or events before the application is reviewed by the Executive Committee.    Applications are available on our website (nutleyunico.org) or at our dinner meeting.  Checks should be written to UNICO National ($70) and Nutley UNICO ($200).  
· Please remit 2026-27 dues asap.
· Our golf outing will be held on Aug. 26.  It is completely sold out.
· The Nutley UNICO bocce tournament is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 4.  Frank Russo will provide the details.
· The annual Columbus Day Wreath Laying ceremony will be Sunday, Oct. 11, in front of Nutley Town Hall.  This is followed by our marching in the Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade.
· Thanks to all who attended the Christmas Eve in July dinner chaired by Dan Marucci.  Although not listed as a fundraiser event it did raise money for the chapter activities/scholarships.
· The 2026-07 chapter budget will be ready for review shortly.
· I am looking for a speaker for the November dinner meeting with military experience for our Veterans’ Recognition Program.

Executive Committee Meeting – August 17, 2026
· Cathy Marucci reported that we have 178 members.
· Details of the National Convention were discussed, including attendees.
· The monthly treasurer’s report was approved.  
· Dues will remain at $200 for the 2006-07 year, $130 for Lifetime members and $70 for Youth (25 and under) members.
· Local Donations of $250 were approved to be distributed at our Sept. or Oct. meeting: Nutley Family Service Bureau, Multiple Sclerosis, Nutley Public Library, Thriving Survivors, Cerebral Palsy Center and the Scarpelli Assoc. 

Upcoming Calendar of Events -
· Aug. 26 – Golf Outing
· Sept. 23 – Columbus Day Parade Committee Dinner, 6:30 pm at Naninas ($150)
· Sept. 10 – First Dinner Meeting
· Oct. 1 – October Dinner Meeting.
· Oct. 4 – Annual Bocce Tournament.  
· Oct. 8 – Italian Tribune Christopher Columbus Heritage Award Dinner at the Valley Regency ($250)
· Oct. 11 – Wreath-Laying ceremony & Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade.
· Nov 5 – Dinner Meeting recognizing US military veterans.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
From the Italian Tribune:  
“The first generation brings their language, customs and values; the second transits them, the third celebrates them and the fourth generation rediscovers them.” Which are you?

Please forward any changes in email addresses, Good & Welfare items, questions for the Executive Committee or questions concerning the newsletter to me at fcoch1212@gmail.com.
F. Cocchiola








