NUTLEY UNICO
(nutleyunico.org)
P.O. Box 43, Nutley
AUGUST 2025 NEWSLETTER

September Meeting:
· Our first meeting is Thursday, Sept. 4, at Mama Vittoria at 7:00 pm.
· Dues should be paid in advance or at the meeting for all attending.
· An additional charge of $10 for each attendee is requested at the door to help defray the increased cost of the dinners.
· Guests are $50.
· Our guest speaker will be Dan Geltrude.  Dan is the founder of the accounting firm, Geltrude & Co.  He will discuss his book, “Dogs Taught Me Everything I Know About Business”.
· New members to be sworn in are Anthony Benenato, Jessica Nicosia Bok, Anna Carina Benenato, Joe Benenato, Jr., Kathie Battaglia, Jude Belas, Julianna Biondi-Belas, Raymond Metzger and Stefanie Ferrara.

Good & Welfare:
· Jenna Rutnik, the winer of our top academic scholarship, was awarded a $6,000 scholarship by UNICO National paid over four years. 
· Our Chapter finished second in the UNICO National recognition of the “Model Chapter” in the country.
· Two chapter members will be honored by the Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade Committee at this year’s dinner (Sept. 24) and parade (Oct. 12).  Andy Garruto is the “Nutley Man of the Year” and Dr. Frank Cocchiola Jr. is the Grand Marshall.
· Joe & Marie Cervasio celebrated their 58th anniversary on July 26.
· Kathy Rempeshevski announced her retirement as of Sept. 1.
· Mike Pontoriero’s daughter, Elisa, was wed to Nick Santorella on July 27.
· Mrs. Biondi announced an open house at the funeral parlor on Saturday, Oct. 11, to celebrate their 85th anniversary.  Time to follow.

Activities/Events:
· Mark Aruti chaired a committee for a new program where we  purchased Nutley UNICO apparel (hats, shirts, jackets, etc.). Great stuff.
· Dan & Cathy Marucci did a great job with the “Christmas Eve in August” event.  Everyone had a great time.
· The annual golf outing is Wednesday, Aug. 27.
· Columbus Day Parade dinner is Wednesday, Sept. 24, at Nanina’s.  Tickets are $150.
· The Nutley UNICO Wreath Laying ceremony is Sunday, Oct 12, at 11:00 am in front of Nutley Town Hall. This is followed by the Columbus Day Parade .
· This year’s Bocce Tournament will be Sunday, Oct. 26, in Cedar Grove.  Details to follow. 

National Business:
· The 2025 National Convention was July 30 – Aug. 3 at the Westin, Ft. Lauderdale. We had 8 voting members there.
· There were three amendments voted on at the convention and the results of the vote were.
1. The positions of Chaplain and Honorary Chaplain and such others as deemed necessary shall be made by the President. - YES 
2. Anyone, Italian or non-Italian, may seek membership in a local chapter as an “Amici” member. - NO
3. The terms of National President and the three Vice-Presidents shall be increased to two years beginning in 2028. - NO 
· Donations presented at the National Convention were: Mental Health ($250), St. Jude ($250), Cancer Research ($250), Armed Services ($250), Italian Studies ($250), Coolies Anemia ($250), Columbus Day ($500) and National Scholarships ($1,000). 

District VII Business:
· Dan Carnicella, Chapter PNP, was sworn in as NJ District VII Governor at a dinner on Tuesday, June 17, at the Franklin Steak House, Fairfield.  

Chapter Business:
· If you plan on sponsoring a new member please remember that he/she must attend one of our dinner meetings or events before the application is reviewed by the Executive Committee.    Applications are available on our website (nutleyunico.org) or at our dinner meeting.
· The Executive Committee, with input from the Scholarship Committee Chair, has approved the revision of the manner in which our three academic scholarships, $4,000, $3,000 and $2,000, are paid out.  Instead of paying these scholarships over a four-year period we will present the entire amount to the recipient beginning with the 2026 selections.  Those already within the four-year sequence will have the balance of their scholarship paid in its entirety next year.

Executive Committee Meeting – Aug. 19, 2025
· We had 175 members at the time of the meeting.
· Dates for next year’s meetings are all Thursdays; Sept. 4, Oct. 2, Nov. 6, (No December meeting.  The date for the Christmas party is Dec. 9), Jan. 8, 2026, Feb. 5, March 5, April 9, May 7 and June 4.  
· Local donations of $250 each will be presented this year to Nutley Family Service Bureau, Thriving Survivors, Multiple Sclerosis, 1st Cerebral Palsy Center, Nutley Public Library and the Scarpelli Assoc.

Upcoming Calendar of Events -
(All dinner meetings will be on Thursdays at Mama Vittoria with noted exceptions)
August 27 (Wednesday) – Annual Golf Outing at Hendricks Field, Belleville.  7:00 am registration, Light Breakfast, 8:00 am Shotgun Start (Full Scramble).  $195 per golfer - Includes breakfast, golf, cart, water, lunch at Nanina’s in the Park, raffle and prizes.   If attending just for lunch the cost is $70.
Hole Sponsors are $100.  Contact Tom Sposato (973-202-8034) or Sal Ferraro (973-495-7935).
September 4 – First dinner meeting of the new year.
October 2 – Dinner Meeting
October 12 – Wreath Laying Ceremony/Parade
November 6 – Dinner Meeting.  Veterans’ Recognition Night.
December 9 – Christmas Party at Nanina’s

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
Please forward any changes in email addresses, Good & Welfare items, questions for the Executive Committee or questions concerning the newsletter to me at fcoch1212@gmail.com.

F. Cocchiola


