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DION DI MUCCI

“[T]hey call me the Wanderer ….”

Dion DiMucci was born in the Bronx in 1938 and began performing at a very early age.  His early musical inspiration was country music – as a youngster he idolized Hank Williams and knew all Williams’ songs by heart!

Dion’s music owes a lot to his experiences with a capella singing on the street corners and stoops of his neighborhood in the Bronx. Dion gathered together several guys from the neighborhood to form one of the best known and most influential doo wop groups of the 1950s --  Dion & The Belmonts. (In fact, the name “The Belmonts” was derived from Belmont Avenue, in the Italian section of the Bronx.) Together, these 4 Italian-American boys from the Bronx – Dion Di Mucci, Angelo D’Aleo, bass Carlo Mastrangelo and Fred Milano – made rock and roll history.

Many people are surprised to learn that Dion & The Belmonts were together only for two years, 1958-1960.  Their hits during those years included “I Wonder Why”, “No One Knows”, “A Teenager in Love”, and “Where or When”.  In 1959, Dion & The Belmonts were part of the “Winter Dance Party” tour, and Dion passed up a ride on the plane that crashed killing Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and J.P. “The Big Bopper” Richardson  on “the day the music died”.

At the time the group disbanded, Dion was only 21 years old; his heroin habit at the time and his eventually successful efforts to overcome it, are well documented and do not need to detain us here.  Dion went on to record a number of huge hits between 1961 and late 1963, including “Runaround Sue”, “The Wanderer”, “Lovers Who Wander”, “Little Diane”, “Ruby Baby”, “Drip Drop”, and “Donna the Prima Donna”.  (As an interesting aside, background vocals on these were sung by the unaccredited Del Satins, two of whom – Fred Ferrara and Les Cauchi  -- went on to join forces with Johnny Maestro to form The Brooklyn Bridge, no strangers to Nutley UNICO!) 

In all, with and without The Belmonts, Dion had a total of 28 chart hits between 1958 and 1963.  Dion’s last huge hit was “Abraham, Martin, and John” in 1968.  In mid-1972 Dion & The Belmonts reunited for an oldies show at Madison Square Garden, and the resulting “Reunion” album is what you will be listening to this evening.  Since that time Dion has devoted himself largely to singing gospel music, crediting God with helping him find his way out of his heroin addiction.  In June 1987 he performed at a series of sold out concerts at Radio City Music Hall, and in 1988 his autobiography, The Wanderer, was published.  In 1989 he was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.

