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HARRY WARREN

Here’s a trivia question for you:  What do the songs “That’s Amore” and “Chatanooga Choo-Choo” have in common?  How about the songs “Innamorata” and “Lullabye of Broadway”?

The answer is that they were composed by one of America’s least known but most prolific composers, Harry Warren.  Harry who? Read on!

Harry Warren was one of the most successful songwriters of American popular music standards.
  He ranks right up there with his better known peers, Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, and the Gershwins.  He also happens to have been a full-blooded Italian-American!!!

Harry Warren was born Salvatore Anthony Guaragna, the son of Italian immigrants, in Brooklyn, New York in 1893.  His sisters changed his name to Harry Warren when he began to attend school.  He had a long and productive career composing for Broadway and the movies.  In fact, 42 songs written by Harry Warren between 1935 and 1950 made it to the top ten list of the popular radio show, “Your Hit Parade”.  (By comparison, Irving Berlin had 33.) 

Among Harry Warren’s many noteworthy compositions are:

· “Where Do You Work-a John” (composed in 1926, a standard long identified with Italian immigrants of the 1920s); 

· the score for the movie, “42nd Street”,  starring Ruby Keeler and Dick Powell, in 1932;
· nearly all of the production numbers for the “Gold Diggers” movies and the famous Busby Berkeley musicals in the 1930s, including, among many others,   “We’re in the Money” and  “Lullabye of Broadway” (which won the second ever Academy Award for Best Song);

· in the 1940s, writing for Twentieth Century Fox Studios and MGM, “Chatanooga Choo-Choo” (the first ever gold record!), “You’ll Never Know” and “On the Atchison, Topeka and the Santa Fe” (both Academy Award winners); 

· in the 1950s, the universally known and recognized “That’s Amore” (written for and made famous by Dean Martin), as well as the haunting “An Affair to Remember” (most recently resurrected in the movie “Sleepless in Seattle”), and “Innamorata” (which has been recorded by just about every Italian-American male singer).

The number of instantly recognizable songs composed by Harry Warren is truly staggering.  He collaborated with a number of famous lyricists, including Al Dubin, Mack Gordon and Johnny Mercer.  His compositions have been performed by many of the best known singers and big bands of all time.  They include, in addition to the handful mentioned above and many others, the following:

· “Ac-cen-tu-ate the Positive”;

· “The Boulevard of Broken Dreams”;

· “Cheerful Little Earful”;

· “I Found a Million Dollar Baby (in a Five-and-Ten Cent Store)”; 

· “I Had the Craziest Dream”; 

· “I Only Have Eyes for You”;

· “I’ll String Along With You”;
· “I’m an Old Cowhand (from the Rio Grande)”;

· “I’ve Got a Gal in Kalamazoo”;

· “Jeepers, Creepers”; 

· “Jezebel”;

· “Lulu’s Back in Town”;

· “The More I See You”; 

· “The Polka Dot Polka”; 

· “Serenade in Blue”;

· “Shangri-La”;

· “Shuffle Off to Buffalo”;

· “She’s a Latin From Manhattan”; 

· “There Will Never Be Another You”; 

· “With Plenty of Money and You”;
· “Would You Like to Take a Walk?”;
· “Yes My Darling Daughter”;

· “You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby”;

· “You’ll Never Know”;
· “You’re Getting to Be a Habit With Me”; and

· “You’re My Everything”.
Harry Warren died in 1981, and there is a street in Brooklyn named for him.  

Harry Warren – a little known but extraordinary Italian-American, who made an indelible mark on American culture and quality of life!

� Much of the information relied upon in preparing this biography of Harry Warren comes from a web site created and maintained by David Jenkins, www.harrywarren.org.  It is a very comprehensive source of information, and anyone interested in learning more about Harry Warren and his music should visit the website.





