NUTLEY UNICO
(nutleyunico.org)
P.O. Box 43, Nutley
APRIL 2026 NEWSLETTER

Our next meeting will be Thursday, May 7, at Mama Vittoria.  Please inform Michele Fleitell if attending (mmichdb@gmail.com).

May Meeting:
· Scholarships to be presented are:  Avanti (2), Italian Language (Male & Female), Nutley UNICO Music, Nutley UNICO Vocational and the Bonadonna Art Scholarship.
· Scholarship recipients and their guests will require two reserved tables.  Members are asked to cooperate by finding alternate seating if necessary.
· The new slate of officers will be voted on.

April Meeting Notes
· Chapter Awards, Unican of the Year, Jerry Del Tufo, and Lifetime Achievement, Charlie Kucinski, were presented.
· The top three Unico scholarships of $4,000, $3,000 and $2,000 were awarded.
· The Nominating Committee announced their recommendation for the slate of officers for 2026-27; Frank Russo (Pres.), Jerry Del Tufo (1st VP), Mark DiMaggio (2nd VP), Mark Arcuti (3rd VP), Sal Ferraro (Corr. Sec.), Michelle Fleitell (Rec. Sec.), Tom Sposato (Treasurer), JR Mascolo (Sgt at Arms) and Nick Russo & Lenny Gugliemello (Members at Large).  
Good & Welfare:
· Sam & Michelle Fleitell celebrated their 45th anniversary on March 28, not 40th.
· Bob & Marie Solimo celebrate their 55th anniversary on May 1.
· Anthony Malfitano is home recovering from a recent surgical procedure.  
· Dr. Lorenzo Marchese recently received the Perseverance Award at the 100th Anniversary  Annual Meeting of the International Chiropractors Assoc.

National Business:
· The 2026 National Convention will be held at the Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress, Orlando, Florida from July 17-22.
· Two of our submissions for UNICO National Awards were selected by the respective committees.  Patrick O’Boyle will receive the Joseph P. Cianci Humanitarian Award and Carl Graziano will receive the Anthony Fornelli American War Veteran Award at the National Convention.

District VII Business:
· May 17 – Pasta Dinner – Saddle Brook Chapter
· May 17 – Wind Creek Casino Bus Trip (Kearny Chapter, $42)
· May 27 – District VII Meeting – Rutherford host chapter
· May 31 – Citizen of Year Dinner (Hackensack Chapter)
· June 6 – Rutherford Trip to Italian American Museum
· June 16 – District VII Meeting – Saddle Brook host chapter

Chapter Business:
· The Chapter’s Community Service activity, a Senior Citizen Movie Night was held on Friday, April 17.  
· The annual Brian Piccolo Scholarship Breakfast will be held at the Chandelier on Sunday, May 17, at 9:00 am in Belleville.  We are soliciting gift baskets for a small “tricky tray”.  Please let me know if you can contribute to this. We are also requesting prior notice of attendance and payment in advance ($35 per person).
· If you plan on sponsoring a new member please remember that he/she must attend one of our dinner meetings or events before the application is reviewed by the Executive Committee.    Applications are available on our website (nutleyunico.org) or at our dinner meeting.
· If you attend any of the aforementioned district or national events please notify Michele Fleitell for our record keeping (mmichdb@gmail.com).
· This year’s special Scholarship Dinner will be held on Monday, June 8, at the Chandelier.  Tickets will be $45.

Executive Committee Meeting – April 27, 2026
· A form was sent to the town re: our participation in the annual Nutley Memorial Day Parade on May 25.
· Several Executive Committee members attended the Nutley American LL opening day festivities on April 11.  
· We will be taking out two ads in the National Convention Journal, one recognizing the new UNICO National officers and the second featuring our two award winners, Carl Graziano and Patrick O’Boyle.
· Next Executive Committee meeting will be Tuesday, May 26.

Upcoming Calendar of Events -
(All dinner meetings will be on Thursdays at Mama Vittoria with noted exceptions)
· May 7 – Dinner Meeting.  The remaining Chapter sponsored scholarships are presented.
· May 17 – Brian Piccolo Scholarship Breakfast at the Chandelier (Sunday, 9:00 am.).  $35 per person.
· June 4 – Final Dinner Meeting of the year.
· June 8 – Special Scholarship dinner for all donors.  Chandelier $40 
· July 15 (Tentative) – Christmas Eve in July event.
· August 26 – Annual Golf Outing at Hendricks.

From “Up From the Museum” by Bob Cascella in the April 23 Italian Tribune.  Italian slang and the real Italian origin:
abeetz – 		(una pizza)
	aduzipach -		You’re crazy (ma tu sei pazzo)
	afanabola -		Go to Hell (vai fa Napoli)
	agida -		Indigestion (acidita)
	backous -		Back of the house bathroom (bagnarola)
biangolin -		Bleach (bianco lino)
	braggiol - 		Braciole
	calamad -		Calamari
	chooch - 		Lacking common sense (ciuccio)
faccia brutt -	Not so good looking (faccia brutta)
	gabagool - 		Cold Cuts (capicola)
	gabeesh -		Understand (capisci)
	gidrul - 		Idiot (cetriolo)
	goomad -		Mistress (comare)
	maliocch - 		Evil Eye (malocchio)
	morta da fam -	Someone who doesn’t eat (morta da fame)
schifozz - 		Disgusting (schifosa)
scustumad -	A rude person (scostumato)

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
Please forward any changes in email addresses, Good & Welfare items, questions for the Executive Committee or questions concerning the newsletter to me at fcoch1212@gmail.com.

F. Cocchiola






