NUTLEY UNICO (“Model Chapter” in the Country)
(nutleyunico.org)
P.O. Box 43, Nutley
OCTOBER 2026 NEWSLETTER

Our next dinner meeting will be Thursday, Nov. 5, at Michael’s Restaurant, 528 Riverside Ave., Lyndhurst.  

Oct. 1 Meeting:
· Sal Ferraro presented the 2026-07 budget which was voted on and approved.
· New members sworn in by Cathy Marucci are Michelle Salimbene Albert, Judith Ann Salimbene, Domenica Porcara and Julie Rubino.
· Our guest speaker was Eric Lavin, an Italian and Spanish teacher at Caldwell HS.  Eric was appointed by his Emminence Joseph William Cardinal Tobin as the Coordinator of the Italian Apostolate and was the first lay person in the Archdiocese to hold this role.  In Oct. 2022 he organized the first Italian Flag Raising Ceremony at Newark City Hall in decades.  His presentation included an immersion method for many of us to try to learn the Italian language.
· Frank Russo announced that a bus ride to AC is tentatively planned for June 2027.  He is looking for someone to chair this event. 
· Frank Cocchiola informed the members that he would be nominating someone for the UNICO National DeFillipo Military Award.  Andy Thorry will be submitted by the Chapter for his heroism Vietnam, when he was part of a successful squad whose mission it was to rescue 7 trapped GI’s.
· Pasquale Pisani’s “Word of the Day” was “carita”, which means charity.  “Nutley UNICO fa molta carita per aiutare la comunita italiana e finanziare borse di studio.”  
· Debbie Bellucci reminded everyone of the upcoming UNICO Christmas Party on Tuesday, Dec. 8, at 6:30 pm Nanina’s.  The cost is $95 if paid before Nov. 20 and $100 if after.  The event will include a Toy Drive and a Food Drive.  The entertainment will be provided by our own John Cafone.  If you plan on attending rsvp  to Debbie (dbellucci@msn.com) by Nov. 24.  Checks made out to “Nutley UNICO” can be mailed or brought to Debbie at 17 Faber Pl., Nutley. Remember, there is no dinner meeting in Dec.

November 5 Dinner Meeting:
· The November meeting has been dedicated to recognizing and honoring our members, and some special guests, who are US military veterans.  Our speaker will be Dan Marucci who will talk about two American military cemeteries in Italy from WW II and show a brief film on the cemetery in Anzio.

Good & Welfare:
· Dan Marucci was bhonored by the Italian Tribune as the recipient of the “Christopher Columbus Heritage Award” and Dr. Larry Marchese was also honored for his community service on Thursday, Oct. 8.
· Barry Maurillo, and his partners Joe Maurillo and Vito Cucci, have been selected for induction into the Nutley Township Hall of Fame.  The event will be held at Nanina’s on Wednesday, Nov. 4, at 6:00 pm.


National Business:
· Next year’s national convention is July 28-31 in Nashville, Tennessee.
· The Meet the President Night is October 26 at the Graycliff, Moonachie.  Tickets are $100.  Checks are made out to our chapter.  If interested, please contact Marie Solimo (mariesolimo@gmail.com).
· UNICO National will participate in the annual New York Columbus Day Parade on Sunday, Oct. 12.  A bus is available at the Fort Lee Rec Center at 10:30 am that morning.  There is free parking at the site. 

Culture & Heritage:
· Please remember that all of our activities are built around the theme of celebrating our Italian culture and heritage.  Some turn a profit to support our activities and scholarships, and some do not.  Either way we expect our members to participate in as many as possible.  Remember, we are not a “Knife and Fork” club whose members meet only to have dinner.  There are other clubs available for that.

District VII Business:
· The next District VII meeting will be held on Monday, Oct. 30, at Dominick’s in East Rutherford.  Lodi is the host chapter.

Chapter Business:
· if you plan on sponsoring a new member please remember that he/she must attend one of our dinner meetings or events before the application is reviewed by the Executive Committee.    Applications are available on our website (nutleyunico.org) or at our dinner meeting.  Checks should be written to UNICO National ($70) and Nutley UNICO ($200).  
· Please remit 2026-27 dues asap.  
· The Nutley UNICO bocce tournament was held on Sunday, Oct. 4, at the Cedar Grove Rec Center.    It was a great success.  The food was great, wine was pouring and the competition was fierce.  The winning team was Dr. Armenti, Joe Sica, Pasquale Ferraro and Ciro Violanti.
· Our Breakfast with Santa event is Saturday, Dec. 12, at 9:00 am at Michael’s Restaurant in Lyndhurst.  The committee will be requesting participants next month.
· A visit to the First Ward Museum in Newark is planned for Sunday, Nov. 22, at 3:00 pm.  Attendees should provide their own transportation.
· Carnevale, a dinner honoring District VII Past-President, Dan Carnicella, will be Feb. 7.

Upcoming Calendar of Events -
· Oct. 11 – Wreath-Laying ceremony & Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade.
· Oct. 12 – NY City Coumbus Day Parade.  Free bus transport form the Fort Lee Rec Center is available.
· Oct.27 – Nutley Library Bella Musica Program, 7:00 pm
· Nov 5 – Dinner Meeting recognizing US military veterans.
· Nov. 22 – Third Ward Museum visit (3:00 pm).
· Dec. 8 – Annual Christmas Party.  There will not be a dinner meeting in Dec.
· Dec. 12 – Breakfast with Santa, 9:00 am at Michael’s Riverside, Lyndhurst.
· Feb. 7 – Carnivale (Details to follow).
* * * * * * * * * * * * *

From the Italian Tribune:  

“The first generation brings their language, customs and values; the second transits them, the third celebrates them and the fourth generation rediscovers them.” Which are you?

Please forward any changes in email addresses, Good & Welfare items, questions for the Executive Committee or questions concerning the newsletter to me at fcoch1212@gmail.com.

F. Cocchiola










