NUTLEY UNICO
(nutleyunico.org)
P.O. Box 43, Nutley
SEPTEMBER 2026 NEWSLETTER

Our next dinner meeting will be Thursday, Oct. 1, at Michael’s Restaurant, 528 Riverside Ave., Lyndhurst.  

Sept. 10 Meeting:
· This was the first meeting under the leadership of our new president, Frank Russo, and his Executive Board.  There were 95 people in attendance. The new venue was a big success.
· New members sworn in were Carl Graziano, Sal Garilli and Michele Benenato Holler
· Tom Sposato announced that this year’s Golf Outing netted over $17,000.  Thank you to his committee members, golfers and hole sponsors.
· Tom also announced that we have 104 members who have paid their dues.  If you haven’t done so yet please remit asap (Nutley UNICO, PO Box 43, Nutley).  Only dues paying members should be attending our dinner meetings.
· The “Word of the Month” was Insieme, which means “together”.  UNICO National launched a major initiative called the Insieme vison to connect generations in an effort to continue to promote our Italian culture and heritage.
· Donations of $250 each were made to the following local organizations:  MS, Nutley Family Service Bureau, 1st Cerebral Palsy Center of NJ, Breast Cancer Awareness, Nutley Public Library and the Scarpelli Civic Assoc. 

Good & Welfare:
· Jerry Del Tufo is recuperating successfully from recent surgery.
· Carmen Lore was inducted to the Minot State University (North Dakota) Athletic Hall of Fame for his performance in football and wrestling.
· Nutley UNICO was selected as the “Model Chapter” in the country by UNICO National at the annual convention.
· Cathy Marucci was honored as this year’s “Nutley Woman of the Year” by the Columbus Day Parade Committee.  
· Rob Franicola is the Parade Committee’s selection as “Nutley Man of the Year.”
· Dan Marucci is being honored by the Italian Tribune as the recipient of the “Christopher Columbus Heritage Award”.  Dr. Larry Marchese will also be honored for his community service.  The dinner is Thursday, Oct. 8, at 6:30 pm at the Valley Regency, Clifton.  Tickets are $250.
· Barry Maurillo, and his partners Joe Maurillo and Vito Cucci, have been selected for induction into the Nutley Township Hall of Fame.  Details on the induction dinner will follow.
· Tom Sposato will be honored by the NJ State Board of Hibernians with their “Legion of Honor” Award for his work as a business and community leader.  The ceremony will be Oct. 18, 2026, at 2:00 pm at St. Philips Church, Clifton.

National Business:
· Next year’s national convention is July 28-31 in Nashville, Tennessee.
· UNICO National will march in the NY Columbus Day Parade on Monday, Oct 12.
· The Meet the President Night is October 26 at the Venetian, Garfield.  Tickets are $55.  If interested, please contact Marie Solimo (mariesolimo@gmail.com)
Culture & Heritage:
· There will be a Flag Raising of the Italian flag at Newark City Hall on Saturday, Sept. 28, at 8:30 pm.
· From the Italian Tribune (8/13/26) by Dan Marucci:  Italian-American All-Time Major League Players.
    1B – Dolph Camilli (Dodgers).        OF – Dom DiMaggio (Red Sox)
     2B – Tony Lazzeri (Yankees).           DH – Roy Campanella (Dodgers)
     SS – Phil Rizzuto (Yankees).            P – Frank Viola (Twins)
     3B – Ron Santo (Cubs)                      P – Vic Rashi (Yankees)
     Catcher – Yogi Berra (Yankees).    P – Garret Cole (Yankees)
     OF – Joe DiMaggio (Yankees).        P – Andy Pettite (Yankees)
     OF – Rocky Colavito (Indians)
Manager – Tommy Lasorda ( Dodgers)

Hon. Mentions include Sal Bando, Steve Balboni, Ralph Branca, Tony Conigliaro,  John Franco, Jim Fregosi, Carl Furillo, Jason Giambi, Joe Girardi, Sal Maglie, Billy Martin, Lee Mazzilli, John Montefusco, Don Mossi, Mike Pagliarulo, Joe Pepitone, Rico Petrocelli, Mike Piazza, Dave Righetti, Bobby Valentine, Robin Ventura, Joey Votto and Barry Zito.
· There will be a special Program at the Nutley Public Library on Tues., Oct. 27 at 7:00 pm.  The performance by pianist Jay Daniels, Bella Musica, is a salute to Italian-American music. 
     
District VII Business:
· Frank Russo has been appointed to head the District Anti-Bias committee.
· The next District meeting is Sept. 30 at Michael’s Riverside, Lyndhurst.  Saddle Brook is the host chapter.

Chapter Business:
· if you plan on sponsoring a new member please remember that he/she must attend one of our dinner meetings or events before the application is reviewed by the Executive Committee.    Applications are available on our website (nutleyunico.org) or at our dinner meeting.  Checks should be written to UNICO National ($70) and Nutley UNICO ($200).  
· Please remit 2026-27 dues asap.  
· The Nutley UNICO bocce tournament is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 4, at the Cedar Grove Rec Center.    All team slots are filled but members are invited to attend for breakfast (8:00 am) and/or lunch (1:00 am) at a cost of $20. 
· The annual Columbus Day Wreath Laying ceremony will be Sunday, Oct. 11, at 11:00 am in front of Nutley Town Hall.  This is followed by our marching in the Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade. The kickoff is from Belleville HS at 1:00 pm.  Please be there by 12:30 pm if participating.  We will have a float for those who prefer not to walk.
· The 2026-07 chapter budget will be ready for review shortly.
· Carnevale, a dinner honoring District VII Past-President, Dan Carnicella, will be Feb. 7.
· I am looking for a speaker for the November dinner meeting with a military background for our Veterans’ Recognition Program.

Executive Committee Meeting – Sept 21, 2026
· Cathy Marucci reported that we have 178 members.
· The monthly treasurer’s report was approved.  
· Dues will remain at $200 for the 2006-07 year, $130 for Lifetime members and $70 for Youth (25 and under) members. 
· A bus ride to AC is being planned.
· A trip to the First Ward Museum in Newark is planned for Sunday, Nov. 22, at 3:00 pm.  Attendees should provide their own transportation.  Nick Russo will provide details.
· The committee discussed the President’s Standing Committees’ chairpersons’ recommendations (Budget & Finance, Fundraising, Membership, Awards, Publicity & Pub Relations, Good & Welfare, Scholarship, Brian Piccolo Scholarship, Nominating) and  Ad Hoc Committees (i.e. Parade, Christmas Party, Christmas Eve in July, etc.)

Upcoming Calendar of Events -
· Sept. 23 – Columbus Day Parade Committee Dinner, 6:30 pm at Nanina’s ($150)
· Oct. 1 – October Dinner Meeting, Michael’s Riverside, 7:00 pm.
· Oct. 4 – Annual Bocce Tournament.  
· Oct. 8 – Italian Tribune Christopher Columbus Heritage Award Dinner at the Valley Regency ($250)
· Oct. 11 – Wreath-Laying ceremony & Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade.
· Oct. 12 – NY City Coumbus Day Parade.  Free bus transport form the Fort Lee Rec Center is available.
· Oct.27 – Nutley Library Bella Musica Program, 7:00 pm
· Nov 5 – Dinner Meeting recognizing US military veterans.
· Nov. 22 – Third Ward Museum visit (3:00 pm).
· Dec. 8 – Annual Christmas Party.  There will not be a dinner meeting in Dec.
· Dec. 12 – Breakfast with Santa, 9:00 am at Michael’s Riverside, Lyndhurst.
· Feb. 7 – Carnivale (Details to follow).
* * * * * * * * * * * * *
From the Italian Tribune:  
“The first generation brings their language, customs and values; the second transits them, the third celebrates them and the fourth generation rediscovers them.” Which are you?

Please forward any changes in email addresses, Good & Welfare items, questions for the Executive Committee or questions concerning the newsletter to me at fcoch1212@gmail.com.

F. Cocchiola









