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February 5 Meeting:
· The Feb. 5 dinner meeting will be held at Nanina’s in the Park, Belleville.  Each attending member will be asked to pay an additional $20 at their table due to the change in venue.  Guests will be assessed $60.
· The winners of the annual raffle will be selected at this meeting. Members are reminded to get their money for the tickets in to Tom Sposato or Sal Ferraro asap!!  Tommy can be reached at (tspit41@aol.com).  All 350 tickets must be sold.
· Our guest speaker will be former NHS graduate Tom Maoli.  Tom is a real estate entrepreneur, member of numerous boards, philanthropist, TV personality and classic car collector.
· Anniversary pins/plaques will be distributed to 25-year members (Marie Solimo, Mark Aruti, Lorraine and Charlie Kucinski, Sal Cocco and Anthony D’Antuono) and 40-year members (Dr. Joe Scarpelli, Dr. Frank Cocchiola, Jr and John Russo)
· Forms for the Unican of the Year and Lifetime Achievement will also be distributed at this meeting in addition to an email. 
· Members are reminded that appropriate attire is requested.  This has traditionally been a jacket for men.
· Only dues paying members should be attending the dinner meetings.

January Meeting Notes:
· Our guest speaker was Robert Cascella, curator of the First Ward Museum in Newark.  Bob discussed the history of the area and the many important people and events associated with the first ward.
· Dan Marucci spent New Year’s Eve in Italy and described the five Italian NYE traditions: 
-Lentils after dinner or at midnight.
-The wearing of red underwear (men and/or women)
-Dinner plates are thrown out the window.
-Fireworks
-A swim in the nearest river, pool or beach.
· Michele DiBlasio Fleitell, National Scholarship Chair, explained the availability of UNICO national scholarships.  Applicants need not be Nutley residents.  The applications can be accessed from unico.org/scholarships.

Good & Welfare:
Condolences to the family members and friends on these recent losses from our entire membership:
· Carmen D’Aloia
· Genevieve Tolve
· Joseph A. Savoia
· Walter Wayne Kircher

Activities/Events:
 The Chapter’s Community Service activity will be a Senior Citizen Movie Night on Friday, April 17.

National Business:
· The 2026 National Convention will be held at the Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress, Orlando, Florida from July 17-22.
District VII Business:
· Tuesday, Jan. 27, is UNICO Devils Night (N.J. Devils).
· Sunday, Feb. 1 – Kearny Chapter bus trip to the Wind Creek Casino, Bethlehem, Penn.
· Sunday, Feb. 15, at 1:00 pm – District Carnevale honoring Ed D’Onofrio.
· The District Brian Piccolo Award Dinner will be Tuesday, April 7, at the Greycliff, Moonachie. 


Chapter Business:
· If you plan on sponsoring a new member please remember that he/she must attend one of our dinner meetings or events before the application is reviewed by the Executive Committee.    Applications are available on our website (nutleyunico.org) or at our dinner meeting.
· If you attend any of the aforementioned district or national events please notify Michele Fleitell for our record keeping (mmichdb@gmail.com).

Executive Committee Meeting – Aug. 19, 2025
· The Chapter has resubmitted an application for Nutley military veteran Carl Graziano for the UNICO National Fornelli Veteran Award.
· One new member, Nickol Casale Muller, will be sworn in at the Feb. meeting.
· A $100 ad was approved for the Nutley Irish American Parade Dinner Journal.




Upcoming Calendar of Events -
(All dinner meetings will be on Thursdays at Mama Vittoria with noted exceptions)

· Feb. 5 – Dinner Meeting (Nanina’s)
· March 5 – Dinner Meeting.  Dan Marucci will conduct the annual “Italian Jeopardy” Night contest.  Unican of the Year and Lifetime Achievement selections will be announced.
· April 7 – Tuesday, District VII Brian Piccolo Awards Dinner, Greycliffe, 7:00 pm.
· April 9 - Dinner Meeting. The top three Chapter scholarships and the two annual Chapter Awards will be presented.
· May 7 – Dinner Meeting.  The remaining Chapter sponsored scholarships are presented.
· May 17 – Brian Piccolo Scholarship Breakfast (Sunday, 9:00 am.)
· June 4 – Final Dinner Meeting of the year.
· June 8 – Special Scholarship dinner for all donors.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
Please forward any changes in email addresses, Good & Welfare items, questions for the Executive Committee or questions concerning the newsletter to me at fcoch1212@gmail.com.

F. Cocchiola



