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Who is responsible for DW leakage 
in Ireland? 

§ Uisce Éireann: National Water Services Provider

§ Established in July 2013 under the Water Services Act 2013.

§ Consolidated the responsibility for water and wastewater services from 31 Local Authorities into a single 
national utility. 

§ Uisce Éireann are responsible for:

- Management of National water and wastewater assets

- Operation and maintenance of the water and wastewater networks.

- Strategic Investment and planning.

- Delivery of capital infrastructure projects.

- Customer service and billing.



Uisce Éireann – Key Challenges 

§ Uisce Éireann Transformation Programme is completing the transition and incorporating 
Irelands public water and waste water services into one national utility. 

§ 540 individual Water Resource Zones (WRZs) that make up public Water supply in Ireland. 

§ Ageing Infrastructure and historical under-investment.

§ Dispersed rural network  - increase operational complexity.

§ Growing population and new connections driving higher water demand.

§ Climate change placing increasing pressure on water resources.

§ Workforce and skills challenges across the sector. 





Uisce Eireann leakage reduction journey

National Leakage Management Team 
established.

2018 — NLMT

Leakage Management System developed 
and rolled out to 31 local authorities.

2019 — LMS development 
and rollout

Capital intervention and annual leakage 
plans agreed across 31 Local Authorities

2020 — Leakage 
Reduction Programme

Installation of advanced PRVs.

2021 — Deployment of 
innovation

EPA make submission to the EU 
in December 2025.

2025 — EU submission



How did we progress the Submission 
to the European Commission? 

§ A National Leakage Sub-Group was formed by the Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage (DHLGH.) 

§ Membership of the sub-group comprises of DHLGH, The Commission for Regulation of 
Utilities (CRU), EPA and UÉ. This sub-group  submitted updates to the EU Drinking Water 
expert group. 

§ Provided updates to the group from the European Commission DW expert group and 
leakage subgroup. 



EU Coordination on Leakage

• EurEau –feedback to set up an expert 
group.

• European Commission Drinking Water 
Expert Group (DWEG) agreed to set up a 
leakage subgroup for member states. 

• A water leakage data set template was 
developed in consultation with Member 
States. The Commission recommended the 
use of this template to MS’s. 



Ireland’s EU Leakage Challenge

§ MS having a leakage rate exceeding the threshold value set out in the Designated Act 
must submit an action plan outlining measures to reduce leakage levels. 

§ Ireland ranked among the fifth worst performing MS’s based on reported leakage rate 
results.  This highlights the need for significant improvement.  

§ Ireland will have to submit an action plan by 2029 to the EC.

§ The National leakage level was reduced from 49% in 2014 to 35% in 2025.

§ For the 25 largest WRZ’s the combined leakage rate was 33% in 2025.  In Dublin the 
leakage rate was 29.5%. 



Ireland’s Leakage Reduction Journey

§ From the Regulations UÉ developed proposed leakage reduction targets (Potential for 
improvements) for each WRZ.

§ The current National Water Resource Plan sets a target  to reduce national leakage to 
31% by 2034 (equivalent to 27.6% for the largest 25 WRZ’s.)

§ The Potential for Leakage Reduction targets are supported by a 10 year work programme 
(2025-2034.) 

§ Achieving the EU leakage threshold will prove a significant challenge for Ireland. 



The Road Ahead

• More Investment needed in the 
infrastructure.  

• Improved data accuracy.

• Investment in skills and resources. 

• Action plans required for the 25 WRZ’s.

• Reducing leakage is not just about 
compliance. It is about securing resilient 
water supplies for future generations.



Thank You!

Any Questions?
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