
 

 

 

 

 

August 20, 2026 

WORSHIP WITH US at 

10:00 AM\ 

INPERSON AND ON 

YOUTUBE OR 

FACEBOOK 

ALL ARE 

WELCOME! 

----------------------------- 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

LOOK INSIDE FOR 

PASTOR’S 

NATHAN’S 

MESSAGE AND 

INSPIRATION FOR 

THE WEEK 

----------------------------- 

THIS WEEK AT A 

GLANCE SEE 

WHAT’S 

HAPPENING AT 

SOUTH PARISH 

----------------------------- 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR! DON’T  

MISS OUT WHAT’S 

AHEAD 

 



 

       

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ''Who is the greatest 

 in the kingdom of heaven?"  Jesus called a child, whom he put among 

them, and said, "Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever becomes 

humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven."          (Matthew 18:1-4) 

When the disciples, overearnest as ever, asked Jesus who was the greatest in the 
kingdom of Heaven, Jesus pulled a child out of the crowd and said the greatest in 
the kingdom of Heaven were people like this.  Over sentimentalizing 
notwithstanding, Jesus was really saying that people who get into Heaven are 
people who, like children, live with their hands open more than with their fists 
clenched. They are the people who, like children, are so relatively unburdened by 
preconceptions that if somebody says there is a pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow, they are perfectly willing to take a look themselves. Children aren't 
necessarily better than other people, they are just better at telling the difference 
between a put-up job and the real thing. 

 

 



 

 

 

         

 
Ken and Martha Nelson came back to visit again, all the way from Buzzards Bay, 

Massachusetts! Ken likes to remind me he was at our church much before I was.  

He was christened at South Parish when he was an infant. Now in his 80’s, it is 

marvelous that he and Martha make the trip to visit whenever they can. 

Dale Tenekyek, from Nebraska came to Augusta because of his interest in historical 

places. I asked if he had visited Old Fort Western, and he said he took the tour on 

Saturday. When I told him the Church was built in 1865-66, he said Nebraska was  

settled as a State in 1867! 

Jessica from Randolph, first came to Church alone last week to check out our  

Church to see if she liked it. And this week she returned again, with Alex.  

We exchanged text messages and she said they both were pleased with the Service and 

the warm welcome they received from everyone. 

Last week, new first-time attendees Steve and Glenda from Fontaine Street, Augusta 

attended. I didn’t get a chance to talk with them, but we hope they come back again. 

So our Church continues to grow week by week, person by person. Some of us are 

anxious for “Homecoming Sunday,” the first Sunday after Labor Day. Some of the  

long-time members, who have been off for the summer, may be surprised to see how 

many are now attending. 



 

 

 

 

 
South Parish Church remembers 

with gratitude and affection our longtime member, Barbara Sutton Arms, who joined 

our church family on December 6, 1964, and passed away on March 20, 2025. 

Barbara and her husband, Chad, were devoted supporters of South Parish Church for 

many years. Together, they generously gave of their time, talents, and resources, always 

seeking ways to strengthen and support the life of the church. Their faithfulness and 

dedication left a lasting impact on our congregation. 

The couple owned and operated a small farm in Vassalboro, a place that reflected their 

hard work and love of the land. When they were no longer able to care for the farm, they 

sold it and moved to Granite Hill Estates, where they spent several years together until 

Chad's passing about a decade ago. 

Barbara will be remembered for her steadfast faith, kind spirit, and unwavering 

commitment to her church community. We give thanks for her life and the many  

ways she enriched South Parish Church through her presence, service, and friendship. 

May her memory be a blessing, and may she rest in God's eternal peace. 

 

            

                                           

In Loving Memory of  

Chad & Barbara Sutton Arms  

December 6, 

1964 – March 20, 2025 

 



 

         

 

 

         

        FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

Handstands, back flips, hi-fives, bear hugs......Thanks to all who have responded so kindly       

and generously to our call for help!   It's so heartwarming to know that people care about 

our mission to provide our neighbors in need with a little help.  They are very appreciative, 

and grateful for whatever we can offer.  With your continued assistance we will endeavor to 

keep it going.  So whenever you are able, keep the donations coming, either food or $$!   

Shelf stable items always needed:  tuna, chicken, Vienna sausages, Raviolis, soups, ramen 

noodles, Mac and Cheese, crackers, cereal, juice, water. 

Thank you again,  

Pantry Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Families Are Saying About 

South Parish Nursery School  

We are so grateful for the kind words 
families have shared about Miss Beth and 
Miss Becky and their experiences at South 
Parish Nursery School. 
 

“Miss Beth and Miss Becky are the most 
caring, sweet, kind humans you will ever 
find!” 
 

“We will never be able to express our 
gratitude for all they have done for our 
family.”       
 

“Wonderful educators who welcome 
diversity and love children, gently guiding 
them in all domains of developmental 
growth.” 
 
Thank you to all of our SPNS families for 
trusting us with your children and for sharing 
such beautiful memories.  



            

 



 

           

            

 



 

           

            

STAY CONNECTED WITH SOUTH PARISH 

There’s always something happening at South Parish! 

     Worship with us: Sundays at 10:00 AM 

    9 Church Street, Augusta, Maine 

Stay connected throughout the week for worship, community events,  

outreach opportunities, and more. 

Have something to share in Happenings? 
Send announcements, events, photos, or information to the church office. 

South Parish Congregational Church UCC 
Faith • Community • Caring • Serving  


