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“Come, Follow Me” 

Matthew 4:12–23 

Dear friends, 

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus begins His ministry 

by calling ordinary fishermen to follow Him. His 

message is simple and urgent: “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

These words invite us to turn our hearts toward 

God and to trust that Christ is already at work 

in our lives. 

Just as Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James, and 

John, He calls each of us today—right where we 

are—to walk with Him and to share His light 

with others. As we go into the week ahead, 

may we listen for His voice and follow with 

willing hearts. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Nathan Richards 

 

 

Click Here to 

Watch   Or click 

the QR Code with 

camera.  

 

 

Description 

What does it mean to be blessed? 

And, more importantly, how do 

we become someone who is 

blessed? The kind of life God is 

calling us to may not look the 

way we imagined, but it will be 

better than we could have hoped. 

 

PASTOR 

NATHAN’S  

Video of  the 

Week. 
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The annual budget 

meeting for South 

Parish Church will be 

held on Sunday, 

February 1 immediately 

following the service. 

It is important for 

members to stay after 

the service for a few 

minutes to learn about 

the proposed budget 

for 2026  and then to 

vote to approve a 

budget.  Anyone who is 

not a member is 

welcome to stay for the 

discussion, but only 

members can vote.  A 

copy of the proposed 

budget will be available 

on Sunday at the 

service. 

 

Sunday February 1  

 



 

With frigid temperatures, I thought turn out would be very light. Not so, for 

South Parish Church and especially for Green Street Methodist Church. 

Green Street was celebrating two long-time members, now over 90 years 

old, who are moving away. Their celebration was held in the Grover room 

and lasted for our entire fellowship time. It was a joy to join with them, and 

this greeter got to meet several of them. 

A first time attendee, Michael from Belgrade came in hopes to see Phil 

Floyd. After Michael saw the Grover room packed with people, he said he 

had a specific time to meet someone, so he couldn’t stay. 

 

Michael left his email address so he will receive our newsletter. 

 

Donna Martin got some time off by The Lind team, and others. All together 

with “spoils” from Green Street, 

 it was a feast to remember.  

 

There were leftovers aplenty, to be shared with folks at the Warming 

Center, with the help of Deacon Rob. 

 

We admire and thank all of the people who turn out no matter what the 

temperature. Yes, some were unable to be there, but it was surprising how 

full the pews were. 

 

Your Greeter, Nelson Leavitt  

 

Update from the 

Official Greeter 

Nelson Leavitt 

Nelson 



g  

Over the past (nearly) 35 years, I have seen several Sexton’s serve the 

Church. Each, and in their own way, have provided excellent care of the 

facilities. Richard “Dick” Kimball “not only keeps everything neat, clean 

and orderly, he also fills in as our preacher. 

 

As far as I know, that is a unique situation, which no one has ever done 

before him. 

 

Dick has been on the job over seven years. He says it has been the perfect 

job for him and certainly he is the perfect man for the job. 

 

Serving in the pulpit, for us, is like the cherry on the top. Thank you, Pastor 

Richard Kimball. 

 

One final note; if you were in Church, you heard Pastor Richard praise me 

for the job I am doing. Of course, my human first response is to accept and 

be proud of accomplishments. 

 

My accomplishments, however, are by the Grace of God. By Grace, and 

gifted with long life, God led me while I learned how to be His conduit with 

people. He instilled in me a need to step in to help outsiders be noticed and 

welcomed. 

 

God deserves praise for our Church full of members who each do their part 

in making South Parish a church of choice for many. 

 

Nelson Leavitt 

 

Connected 



 

Guided by a Giving Heart — Kindness in Our Community’s DNA 

Today, we experienced a beautiful reminder of the compassion that lives 

among us. A woman came into our shelter with a heartfelt donation — 

money and clothing to support those in need. 

When I asked what inspired her generosity, her answer was simple and 

powerful: “I’m a nurse… helping people is in my DNA.” 

Her giving heart shines through in everything she does, and today she 

chose to extend that kindness to our community. 

We are deeply grateful — not only for her donation, but for the example she 

sets. Her act of kindness reflects the same spirit shown by so many others 

who support our mission. Each person who gives, in any way, carries the 

same giving heart within them. 

Thank you to everyone whose generosity helps us continue this work. You 

remind us that compassion truly is part of our shared DNA.      

Julia Stone, Director 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 


