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This is dedlcated to all learners & teachers of art.
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The elements & principles of art, also known as the
elements & principles of design, open our eyes to the
beauty that is in us & all around us. The elements &
principles of art are the building blocks of understanding
& creating art that expresses and moves us. That is the
reason | call them the ABCs of Art. Just as the letters of
any alphabet are fundamental to understanding that
lanquage, the elements & principles of art are fundamental
to understanding the lanquage of art.
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Line, shape ahd color
Are elements Of art.
Texture, space and Value
That's where ] start.
When 1 use

What T khow,

AS an artist,

T will grow. Ay
Lme shape, Color §*
Texture, Space anhd Value/

The ABCS Of art.
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EverytimeI

use color,
I am creating
a color scheme.

This Isa
color wheel.

The most common
color schemes

are histed below.
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JPACE

How shapes are arranged in an art work creates a sense of space.
Consider the possible ways shown below to create space.
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p aeent i Smaller in distance Darker closer up

Overlappin
relation to horizon  Larger closer up  Lighter farther away PPIng

o Positive Space  Nedative Space
| S i (the subject or (The empty
Foreground Midground Background objects in the work space around

. of art, not the space the subject
(nearspace)  (middlespace)  (farspace) = 7.1 them) or objects)
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IS THE RANGE OF LIGHT TO DARK.
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Principles of Art

P a ﬁe N s‘eepetition of

elements of art

Emphasis e

your attention

Va l,-l ety An assortment of lines,
shapes, colors and other

elements of art

in the art work

U r) lty How the elements work
together, fit together, so the

art work looks complete

Ralance

Symmetrical Asymmetrical

6 OO
: des Abalance that 13
Same deswgs f%ﬁ':fa‘”l‘{i' g-e ho + even

Rhythm &

Movement

A regular repetition of the elements of art
to create a sense of rhythm and/or movement

Proportion _J

How parts fit together to make a whole - Size relations
(Includes scale, monumental, miniature, exaggeration...) 1

The ABCs of Art: The Elements & Principles of Design - Compiled, organized, and added to by ¥M.C Gillis
Contact artist, mo@expandingheart.com, to give feedback.
More downloads at www.expandingheart.com & www.awesomeartists.com.



mailto:mo@expandingheart.com
http://www.expandingheart.com/
http://www.awesomeartists.com/

(4

Music has patieras,

\ ,2 - — ‘ca, @' .
I 9 1 : s stoppes in alfic
Birds £ Y1ng in formation mak:?g :““'Wq‘

are a pattera. o 2o 30 ’-}o
4 - $pear snpand :.-.
. ax hasr  Fimede aRy
E a¥ Feba SSvear “zet
rE *e el o el L3 -;;v'-' !
g ., Samd mewENS -_:2
1 e ot > e
SR Mathematics has pattems,
g | e = =
Jumping jadss ave & patitm. o e

PATTERN IS EVERYWHERE! ~ Pretosorerem

The ABCs of Art: The Elements & Principles of Design - Compiled, organized, and added to by ¥ M.C.Gillis
Contact artist, mo@expandingheart.com, to give feedback.
More downloads at www.expandingheart.com & www.awesomeartists.com.



mailto:mo@expandingheart.com
http://www.expandingheart.com/
http://www.awesomeartists.com/

{

BRA
Boll

[\ FI\" | fod
, Z =R = OI
ommm0 IR0 o Hliflc mmo Qom0 fij[
Patterns are every where. Many of our habits are patterns.

ldentify the patterns on this page.
Try making patterns with your own ideas

or use some of the images below.
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Use the images above to create your own patterns.
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UNITY SHOWS WH AT THINGS HAVE IN COMMON , HOW TiEY ARE ALIKE.

UNITY 15THE THING THAT JOINS THE PARTS TOGETHER

SAMENESS... ONENESS...

UniForms Show we are joined as & team.
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A REGULAR REPETITION OF THE ELEMENTS OF ART CAN
CREATE A SENSE OF MOVEMENT/RHYTHM.
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Proportion is the size relationship between two or more objects.
It can be how the parts fit together to make a whole.
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Scale Proportions of the head Exaggeration

A change in proportion can change the way we look at things.
Accurate proportions are used more when creating realistic images.
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I appoximate and think about volume when I work with proportions.
It's math. I mentally measure size, shape, mass, weight and volume.

]

Halves Thirds Fourths Sixths Eighths Tenths
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