
 
I Can’t Draw...Until I Practice!  

Lettering  
Lettering can be easy and fun! 

 
The lesson called “Make a Cartoon Letter” came to mind while I was driving.  I pulled over and 

jotted down the simple images (below) from my mind so I could work on the idea later.  Many art 
works came from that simple idea.  Like the example above. (More on later pages) 
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I Can’t Draw...Until I Practice! 

Lettering-Thumbnail to Rough to Finish  

 
Thumbnails (above) are worked into rough sketches (below) to work out the composition. Thumbnails and 

roughs are usually rough, light, loose lines. Below are roughs made for the ‘A’ illustration. 

  

  
Between the roughs (above) & finished drawings (below) there were quite a few drafts & changes. 
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A Variety of Lettering  
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I Can’t Draw...Until I Practice!  

Combine Lettering & Drawing  
Materials needed: Paper & pencil 
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Make a Cartoon Letter  
 

 
 

1) Practice drawing bubble or block Letters. 
 

2) Lightly draw a big letter in pencil. 
 

3) Lightly pencil in a face, arms, legs, clothes, 
and whatever else you want to add. 
 

4) Erase any unwanted pencil lines. 
 

5) Color with your choice of media (markers, 
crayons, colored pencils, etc.). 
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Lettering Examples  

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Here you can see 1, 2, 3 steps.  
First I sketch out lightly in pencil what I intend 

to draw.   
Second, I trace over the lines with a fine line 
permanent marker, allow the lines to dry, and 

then erase unwanted pencil lines. 
Third, I add color. 

 
Of course, this is only one technique. There are 
an infinite number of possible ways to create a 

work of art.  Use your imagination. 
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Lettering - More Examples  
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 I Can’t Draw...Until I Practice! Cartoon Words  
 

Look real carefully. Analyze the picture. 
What shapes and lines did the artist use? 

Look for the simplest shapes or lines and start there. One 
at a time, add shapes and lines, until the picture is 

complete.  Practice!  Practice!  Practice makes better.  
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