
 



 
A Note About These Pages 

For the first 2 or 3 years I taught (and the year before I began teaching),  I kept an 
Art Journal in one of those hard bound black sketch books. Looking Back, 8.5 x 11 

paper would have been better because it would have been easier to copy, scan, cut & 
paste (more fluid). I used to have to carry a 35 mm camera, now we can use our 

phones to take photos or make notes. 
 

I visited art teachers and jotted down any ideas I thought would be useful.  When I 
saw something in a store, gallery, or museum that might be turned into an art project 

to make with students, I would draw a picture, take a photo, or takes notes 
(depending on what was allowed in the situation).  I photographed student art shows.  
I pasted all these ideas in my teachers art journal.  I clipped ideas from magazines and 
ads, anything I thought could be adapted into a lesson. I was always looking for ways 

to cram maximum layers of learning into those brief precious hours I had with the 
students. 

 
I wrote down problems I had with my teaching, and possible solutions to those 
problems, and whether they worked or not.  I was fearless about admitting the 

mistakes and difficulties I was having, and asking others about how they dealt with 
similar issues. I was determined to focus on solutions and what I needed to teach to 

improve behavior, or the situation. I had no interest in complaining or whining; I have 
never found that to be useful.  

 
Barrett Kendall, publishers of an art program named Portfolios, liked the journal and 

wanted to use pages from it.  I made 10 pages using information from my Art Journal. 
The pages were like a polished rough draft.  Most of the free work I have put on line 
is in a similar finished rough draft form. I figure it is better to put it out there in that 

form than to never put it out there at all. 
 

I sold Barrett Kendall the right to print, but I retained the copyright in case I wanted to 
use the information in my own writings in the future. And here it is the future and the 
following pages are those pages. Barrett Kendall did use the pages as submitted as 

dividers in the teachers handbook of the art program they published. 
 

As I progressed in the art of teaching, my process became more complex, but basic 
strategies remained the same. An added benefit, teaching helped me become a more 

loving human being.  
 

I wish you great success and support on your journey. 
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