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A Note About These Pages
For the first 2 or 3 years I taught (and the year before I began teaching), I kept an
Art Journal in one of those hard bound black sketch books. Looking Back, 8.5 x 11
paper would have been better because it would have been easier to copy, scan, cut &
paste (more fluid). I used to have to carry a 35 mm camera, now we can use our
phones to take photos or make notes.

I visited art teachers and jotted down any ideas I thought would be useful. When I
saw something in a store, gallery, or museum that might be turned into an art project
to make with students, I would draw a picture, take a photo, or takes notes
(depending on what was allowed in the situation). I photographed student art shows.
I pasted all these ideas in my teachers art journal. I clipped ideas from magazines and
ads, anything I thought could be adapted into a lesson. I was always looking for ways
to cram maximum layers of learning into those brief precious hours I had with the
students.

I wrote down problems I had with my teaching, and possible solutions to those
problems, and whether they worked or not. I was fearless about admitting the
mistakes and difficulties I was having, and asking others about how they dealt with
similar issues. I was determined to focus on solutions and what I needed to teach to
improve behavior, or the situation. I had no interest in complaining or whining; I have
never found that to be useful.

Barrett Kendall, publishers of an art program named Portfolios, liked the journal and
wanted to use pages from it. I made 10 pages using information from my Art Journal.
The pages were like a polished rough draft. Most of the free work I have put on line
Is in a similar finished rough draft form. I figure it is better to put it out there in that
form than to never put it out there at all.

I sold Barrett Kendall the right to print, but I retained the copyright in case I wanted to
use the information in my own writings in the future. And here it is the future and the
following pages are those pages. Barrett Kendall did use the pages as submitted as
dividers in the teachers handbook of the art program they published.

As I progressed in the art of teaching, my process became more complex, but basic
strategies remained the same. An added benefit, teaching helped me become a more
loving human being.

I wish you great success and support on your journey.
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In the art room storage closet, I made a space where I mounted
student art work. Mounting, placing art work on top of a larger
colored paper is faster and much easier than matting. The goal

is to bring out the best in the student’s art work. Everything I
need is right there. Already cut posterboard or other colored
paper, tags, tools, glue stick, whatever is needed to get the job
done. Art teachers spend a good deal of time displaying art.

It is an excellent way to promote, and create appreciation for your
art program.

I used 14" x20"” posterboard
to back 12” x 18” art work,
and 11” x!'4” posterboard for
9” x 12" art work. So, a 2”
border surrounded each
work. The available colors
for mounting stayed on the
wall so anytime I had spare
time I could pass an art work
in front of each color to see
which color showed the work
in its best light. I stacked
them for the next step which
I could easily train someone
else to do, parent or other
volunteer, or older student
for extra credit.

Mounting artwork to be
displayed in this way gives

it @ more permanent feel
and makes a nice gift to take
home after it comes down

from display.
Another ideas is Wl
to place a colored

same size paper as shown.
Later, I moved this into the
room so how it worked could
be seen by all. There are many
reasons why this worked better.
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