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Buying a home is exciting—but small missteps can cost you time, money, and peace of mind. Here
are ten common mistakes buyers make and how to avoid them.

1. Not Getting Pre-Approved First
o Shopping for homes before speaking with a lender can lead to disappointment. Pre-approval clarifies
your budget and strengthens your offer.

2. Underestimating the True Cost of Buying
o0 Beyond the purchase price, buyers should plan for closing costs, insurance, taxes, and ongoing
maintenance.

3. Making Decisions Based on Emotion Alone
o It's easy to fall in love with a home, but decisions should also be grounded in value, condition, and
long-term fit.

4. SKkipping the Home Inspection
o Waiving or minimizing inspections can lead to costly surprises later. Inspections protect your
investment.

5. Focusing Only on the House—Not the Location
o You can change a house, but you can't change where it's located. Neighborhood, commute, and
surroundings matter.

6. Draining Savings for the Down Payment
o Using every dollar for the purchase leaves little room for emergencies or early home expenses. Balance
is key.
7. Ignoring Long-Term Needs
O Buyers sometimes focus on today without considering future lifestyle changes, family needs, or resale
potential.

8. Making Big Financial Changes Mid-Process
o Changing jobs, opening new credit, or making large purchases can impact loan approval—even after
you're under contract.

9. Choosing the Wrong Professional Support
o Working with inexperienced or transactional professionals can create stress and missed opportunities.
Guidance matters.

10. Not Asking Enough Questions
o There are no “dumb” questions in real estate. Understanding the process helps buyers feel confident
every step of the way.

The Bottom Line

Most homebuying mistakes are avoidable with the right preparation and guidance.

Knowing what to watch for can save you time, money, and stress—and help you enjoy the process of
becoming a homeowner.
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