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Couples may be divorced as husband and
wife, but never as parents, their
responsibilities continue for life: Kerala High
Court
“The way out in our minds is that the parents must find peace with each other
and be involved with the child’s progress together as partners.”
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Kerala High Court: In a contempt case filed by a father under the impression that the mother is not allowing the child

to interact with him, in spite of the directions in the judgment earlier delivered, the division bench of Devan

Ramachandran* and M.B. Snehalatha, JJ. issued the following directions:

(a) The contempt case was closed.

(b) The father was granted full liberty to participate in the child’s therapy sessions and to monitor her educational

progress and personal life. However, the Court made it clear that this must be done without causing the child any

distress, and with the understanding that the father’s obligation was to provide her with the utmost care and

protection, free from any threat or intimidation.

The Court observed that the ongoing dispute between the parents regarding the child was indeed unfortunate. It

emphasised that the child required every possible care and support from both parents, offered unconditionally and

without reservation. The Court clarified that its concern lay not with the rights of the parties, but solely with the rights of

the child. It noted that the child was entitled to the presence and care of both her parents as she grew up, especially

given her need for special attention and therapy.

Referring to Indu S. v. Thomas, 2025 SCC OnLine Ker 2548, the Court remarked that parties involved in matrimonial

litigation often overlooked the emotional and psychological impact their actions had on the child. It stated that the

present case was a stark example of this. In this case, the Court had allowed the father to spend time with the child.

However, the child refused to even make eye contact with him, despite repeated encouragement and persuasion by the

Court. When asked to spend a few moments alone with the father, the child ran to her mother and clung to her, refusing

to let go. The Court noted that the child appeared deeply attached to her mother, not only as a parent but also as a

primary caregiver. It surmised that the possibility of the litigation resulting in adverse consequences for the mother may

have been troubling the child.
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The Court stated that the way forward, in its view, was for the parents to find peace with each other and to be jointly

involved in the child’s development as partners. Though they may have been divorced as husband and wife, the Court

emphasised that they could never be divorced as parents. Their responsibilities toward the child, it noted, would

continue for as long as they lived, regardless of the status of their marital relationship.

Accordingly, the Court opined that, while it may be appropriate to close the contempt proceedings, both parents must

be given equal opportunities and freedoms to participate in the child’s life and progress, particularly in matters

concerning her therapy and education.

[Navin Scariah v. Priya Abraham, 2025 SCC OnLine Ker 3941, decided on 17-06-2025]
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For Respondent: V.Philip Mathews, Athulya Sebastian, Aby Skaria

Tags : child welfare | custody | divorce | Indian family law | Kerala High Court | parental responsibility

MOST READ

24 hours 7 days All time

Law made Easy

Understanding Reservation in
India through Landmark
Judgments

 

Op Eds OP. ED.

Duty Drawback and ITC: Resolving
the Double Benefit Conundrum

 

Cases Reported ITR & GSTR Cases

Cases Reported in GSTR| Latest
Cases on Goods & Services Tax
Reports

Case Briefs High Courts

Magistrate’s ‘seen’ remark, without
reasoned order, insufficient:
Bombay HC grants default bail for
delay in filing chargesheet under
S. 187 BNSS

 

Op Eds OP. ED.

Expert Ethics in International
Arbitration: The Indian Context

  EN

http://www.scconline.com/DocumentLink/bpteSoU2
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/tag/child-welfare/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/tag/custody/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/tag/divorce/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/tag/indian-family-law/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/tag/Kerala_High_Court/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/tag/parental-responsibility/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/legal-analysis-of-recent-judgments-on-reservation-policies-in-india-legal-research-legal-news-updates-2/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/category/law-made-easy/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/legal-analysis-of-recent-judgments-on-reservation-policies-in-india-legal-research-legal-news-updates-2/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/legal-analysis-of-recent-judgments-on-reservation-policies-in-india-legal-research-legal-news-updates-2/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/legal-analysis-of-recent-judgments-on-reservation-policies-in-india-legal-research-legal-news-updates-2/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/duty-drawback-and-itc-resolving-the-double-benefit-conundrum/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/category/op-ed/legal-analysis/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/category/op-ed/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/duty-drawback-and-itc-resolving-the-double-benefit-conundrum/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/duty-drawback-and-itc-resolving-the-double-benefit-conundrum/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/latest-cases-on-gst-goods-services-tax-gstr/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/category/casesreported/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/category/casesreported/itr/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/latest-cases-on-gst-goods-services-tax-gstr/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/latest-cases-on-gst-goods-services-tax-gstr/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/latest-cases-on-gst-goods-services-tax-gstr/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/bom-hc-grants-default-bail-magistrate-seen-remark-not-enough/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/category/casebriefs/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/category/casebriefs/highcourts/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/bom-hc-grants-default-bail-magistrate-seen-remark-not-enough/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/bom-hc-grants-default-bail-magistrate-seen-remark-not-enough/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/bom-hc-grants-default-bail-magistrate-seen-remark-not-enough/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/bom-hc-grants-default-bail-magistrate-seen-remark-not-enough/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/bom-hc-grants-default-bail-magistrate-seen-remark-not-enough/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/expert-ethics-in-international-arbitration-the-indian-context/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/category/op-ed/legal-analysis/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/category/op-ed/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/expert-ethics-in-international-arbitration-the-indian-context/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2025/10/20/expert-ethics-in-international-arbitration-the-indian-context/


News Submissions

blog@scconline.com

Article Submissions

articles@scconline.com
    

Download SCC Online App for
Android Users/IOS Users

 

Disclaimer : The content of this Blog are for informational purposes only and for the reader's personal non-
commercial use. The views expressed are not the personal views of EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd. and do not

constitute legal advice. The contents are intended, but not guaranteed, to be correct, complete, or up to date.
EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd. disclaims all liability to any person for any loss or damage caused by errors or

omissions, whether arising from negligence, accident or any other cause.

© 2025 EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd. All rights reserved.

  EN

mailto:blog@scconline.com
mailto:articles@scconline.com
https://www.facebook.com/scc.online
https://twitter.com/scconline_?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/702236
https://www.youtube.com/user/thescconline
https://www.instagram.com/scctimes_?igsh=MXdkYWp6eTA4emttZA==
https://play.google.com/store/apps
https://play.google.com/store/apps
https://www.apple.com/in/app-store/
https://www.apple.com/in/app-store/

