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President    1st Vice-President  2nd Vice-President 
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Special thanks to the families and 

friends of the Nassau Police 

Veterans Association for your 

continued support! 

 

 

 
 

    
 

 

 

 

  



  NPVA Website 

  

 NPVA Facebook 

    

Program 
 

Master of Ceremony: Matthew Schmidt 
 

Live Band: JAM 

 

Opening Remarks: President Matthew Schmidt 

Color Guard: Presenting the Colors: NCPD Color Guard 

National Anthem 

Color Guard: Retiring the Colors 

Nassau County Police Emerald Society Pipe Band 

Missing Man Table Reading- NCPD Lt. Lukas Gubba 

            (A Place Setting for One, A Table for all) 

The Sounding of Taps-  

 NCPD Bugler Retired Inspector Gus Kalin 

Invocation: Retired NCPD Det. Deacon Jay Valdes 

Presentation to Honorees: 

Kostantinos Sovaras 

Thomas Shevlin 

Cathy McGrory Powell 

Kevin P. Matthews 
 



Sit-Down Dinner Sponsor 

  



Cocktail Hour Sponsor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dessert Sponsor 

                                              

               Upfront Security Associates LLC 
  

Armed/Unarmed Building and Personal Security 
Private Investigation - Background Checks 

Executive Protection &Transportation  
 

 

Congratulations to the  
2024 Honorees  

Kostantinos Sovaras: NCPD Police Officer / Air National Guard 
Thomas Shevlin: President- Nassau County Police Department PBA 
Cathy McGrory Powell: President- Wantagh Chamber of Commerce 
Kevin P. Matthews: Retired Sergeant- Nassau County Police Department 

 

& 
Nassau Police Veterans Association 

 6th Annual Military Ball 

 

Thank you for your Service and Sacrifice for our Nation  
 
PO Phil Brady (Ret) – President  (Member) 
SGT Matt McCartin – V.P. 
PO Mike Schmitt (Ret) – V.P. 

 
Contact us at 347.988.0199 or 

email: info@upfrontsecurityassociates.com 

        Check out Our Website: upfrontsecurityassociates.com                                                                                                     

  



Dessert Sponsor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dessert Sponsor 
Congratulations to the 

Nassau County Veterans Association  

and tonight’s Honorees 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Dessert Sponsor 

  



Entertainment Sponsor



Entertainment Sponsor 
CONGRATULATIONS 

TO THE 

Nassau Police Veterans 
Association 

On your 6th ANNUAL MILITARY BALL 
& TONIGHT’S HONOREES 

NPVA Member of the Year 

Kostantinos Sovaras 

NPVA Law Enforcement Person of the Year 

Thomas Shevlin 

NPVA Community Person of the Year 

Cathy McGrory Powell 
Kevin P Matthews 

Hon. Joseph G. Cairo, Jr. 

Chairman 

Nassau County Republican Committee 



Entertainment Sponsor  

Congratulations  

Nassau Police  

Veterans Association 

& 
Tonight’s Honorees 

  

NCPD Foundation 

Board of Directors 



General Sponsor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General Sponsor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Honorees 
NPVA Member of the Year 

Kostantinos Sovaras 

NCPD Police Officer/ 

Air National Guard 

NPVA Law Enforcement         

Person of the Year 

Thomas Shevlin 

Nassau County Police Department 

Police Officer- PBA President 

NPVA Community Service 

Persons of the Year 

Cathy McGrory Powell 

President of the 

Wantagh Chamber of Commerce

Kevin P. Matthews 

Retired Sergeant- Nassau County 

Police Department  



Nassau County Police Officer 

/Air National Guard 

Kostantinos Sovaras 

Kostantinos has been a member of the 

Nassau County Police Veterans Association 

since its inception and presently holds the 

position of Member Liaison on the Executive 

Board. 

Kostantinos has served in the military for over 

23 years. He enlisted in the United States Marine 

Corps in 2001 and served in the Marine Corps 

Reserve until 2012. Throughout his service, he was deployed to the 

Middle East in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation 

Iraqi Freedom. Following his discharge from the Marine Corps, he joined 

the United States Air Force Reserve in 2013. In 2016, he transitioned to 

the Air National Guard and is currently assigned to the 106th Rescue 

Wing, Francis S. Gabreski ANG Westhampton Beach, New York. 

Recently, he was deployed to the Middle East in support of Operation 

Inherent Resolve and was previously deployed to East Africa in Support 

of Counterterrorism Operations. Additionally, he was deployed in support 

of humanitarian efforts during Operation Allies Refuge.   

Kostantinos has served in both Federal and Local Law Enforcement 

for over 15 years. He began his career in Federal Law Enforcement in 

2009 as an Immigration Enforcement Agent with the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS), Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

His assignments included the Washington D.C. Field Office and the New 

York Field Office, where he was assigned to various units and was a 

Firearms Instructor. He also briefly served as a Federal Air Marshal with 

the Federal Air Marshals Service (FAMS) Washington Field Office. 

Kostantinos joined the Nassau County Police Department in 2014. 

His assignments included the Fourth Precinct, Community Oriented 

Police Enforcement (COPE), and the First Precinct. He is currently 

assigned to the Patrol Division in the First Precinct.  



Nassau County Police 

Department PBA President 

 Thomas Shevlin 

    Tommy Shevlin is the President of the Nassau County 
PBA, the largest law enforcement union in Nassau County. 
Tommy has become a recognizable figure in organized labor, 
and is respected by his peers, members, elected officials and 
the public alike. 

    Tommy is very honored to be Nassau County Police 
Veterans Law Enforcement Person of the Year. NPVA 

President Matt Schmidt, NPVA board, and their members, are exemplary men and woman. 
Tommy is grateful for their military and police service. 

    Tommy was inspired to become a police officer by father, also Thomas, a NYPD Homicide 
Detective, who also served in the United States Navy. On August 31, 1998, Tommy followed in 
his father's footsteps and took the sacred oath to become a NYPD officer. He worked in the 
NYPD on patrol and as an undercover officer until November 1, 2005, when he was appointed 
by the Nassau County Police Department. Tommy worked in the 3rd precinct on patrol for 12 
years. While in the 3rd Pct. Tommy was also elected as a PBA delegate speaking on behalf of 
200 cops. In this position, he witnessed the unmet needs of his fellow officers. 

    Tommy requested and was reassigned to the Employee Assistance Office, where he worked 
as a counselor to help his brother and sisters in blue. Tommy's goal is to break the long-
standing fear and stigma, which has prevented first responders from getting help. 

    After counseling and helping cops and their families for over 4 years, Tommy considered 
how he could assist officers in a more global way. Tommy's love for his brothers and sisters in 
blue led him to run for Nassau County PBA president. 

    On January 1, 2021, Tommy started his four-year term as the Nassau County PBA 
President. Being a union leader has its challenges. While performing his daily duties, Tommy 
maintains his passion for mental health and helping cops, military personnel and their families. 
He is focused on policies that enable and encourage law enforcement officers to receive 
support. 

    As PBA President, Tommy has implemented a program to send PBA baskets to members 
who have been deployed. These baskets are filled with snacks from home. He knows the 
importance of letting his members who are serving away from home know they are not 
forgotten. Tommy was also instrumental in assigning a military PBA liaison, so that the needs 
of this special population continue to be met. At the May 2024 PBA Top Cop Event, Tommy 
welcomed home and gave special recognition to those police officers who are in the United 
States Military. Additionally, the PBA, under Tommy's Leadership fought to protect the rights of 
our law enforcement/ military members’ July 4th benefit. 

    Tommy and this PBA will continue to support, fight for, and safeguard the rights of those 

distinguished officers, who not only protect and serve our Nassau County community, but who 

also protect and serve our great country in the United States Military. 

  



Wantagh Chamber of    

Commerce President 

Cathy McGrory Powell 

Wantagh Chamber of Commerce President, Cathy 
McGrory Powell, is so very honored to be recognized by 
the Nassau Police Veterans Association, as their work is 
so very important to all who serve and protect. 

 

Cathy taught junior high school social studies in 
Valley Stream for seven years, where she was awarded 

“Teacher of the Year,” by the administration. In 2000, 
Cathy elected to retire from teaching to raise her three children and help her 
husband Bill expand the family business. 

 

Cathy, Bill and their children Brian, Valerie and Michael, have called Wantagh 
home for over 29 years. During this time, Cathy was Chairperson of the Long 
Island Planning Council where she established Heroes’ Walk, which is a 
September 11th Memorial in Wantagh. Cathy also held the position of Co-
President of the Wantagh Sport Booster Club for three years and was a member 
of the Wantagh School District 6-12 Association. Cathy has also volunteered for 
Project Thank a Cop’s hospitality station. 

 
Cathy mixed two of her passions, helping Veterans and rescuing dogs, to 

hold a fundraiser that benefited Pets4Vets and Furbabies Rescue. It was this 
action and other charitable work that Cathy had done that enabled her to be 
selected for the Town of Hempstead’s Pathfinder Award for Humanitarianism. 
Recipients of this award are selected for demonstrating their exceptional 
commitment to their community. Cathy has also been recognized by the Woman 
of Wantagh Committee as well as by the Town of Hempstead and Nassau County 
for her dedication to the Community and Wantagh Chamber of Commerce. In 
2023, Senator Steve Rhoads, honored Cathy with the Women of Distinction 
Award, where she was recognized as a visionary leader. 
 

Cathy took on the role of President of the Wantagh Chamber of Commerce in 
2019 and is presently still in that role. That same year, Cathy was named the 
Herald/Citizen’s “Person of the Year.” Cathy and her team of Board members 
established the first Wantagh St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which quickly became the 
largest St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Long Island and is attended by tens of 
thousands of parade goers. The Chamber holds many events in addition to the 
Parade, such as the annual Winter Wonderland, that promotes the town and 
businesses of Wantagh and has become community and family traditions. 



  



Retired Nassau County 

Police Department Sergeant 

 Kevin P. Matthews 

It is an honor to be recognized by the Nassau Police   

Veterans Association tonight. My 33-year career with 

the  

NCPD included assignments in the 2nd, 3rd, 6th and 7th  

Precincts and Public Information Office. 

After retirement in 2003, I wanted to do some volunteer work to give back to 

the community. One of the organizations that I enjoy 

working with is the Disabled American Veterans. 

Although not a veteran, I salute all of you for your 

service to our Country. I’ve had the opportunity of 

working with many of you here in the Police 

Department in various capacities. 

With the DAV, I am one of many volunteers who 

transport our veterans for care at the Northport VA 

Medical Center and other locations. This is most rewarding, as this experience 

enables me to see firsthand the sacrifices our veterans have made for our 

Country. 

I especially enjoy driving our veterans of “The Greatest Generation.” I was 

able to participate in five Honor Flights while accompanying veterans to the 

memorials in Washington D.C.  It was a privilege to assist the UWVC “United 

War Veterans Council” at Veterans Day parades in NYC. 

 

  

 

 



Congratulations to our 

brother, 

Kevin Matthews,  

On being named the  

NPVA Community Person  

of the Year!   

 A well-deserved honor! 

Barbara and Jeff O’Donnell 

Kathleen and John Carlsen 

Susan and Donald Matthews 

Lorraine and Raymond Matthews 
 

Congratulations  

Kevin “Poppy” Matthews 

Laurette, Carolyn, Noreen, 

Kristen, Greg, Rosemary 

and Grandchildren 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

“Congratulations to our friend and 

colleague, Kevin Matthews, on receiving 

one of the Community Persons of the 

Year recognition awards by the NPVA.” 

Joseph D Meares, Attorney at Law, CPA 

Melissa Menz, Public Accountant 

Francis Neary, CPA PC 

Charles J Shields III, CPA, Forensic Accountant 

Thomas E Tilton, CFP 



Veteran Highlight 

SGT. Benjamin Geremia 

Benjamin Geremia, 101 years of age, enlisted in the United 

States Army at Camp Upton, Yaphank, NY on May 23, 

1944. Benjamin completed his basic training in Fort 

Benning, Georgia and proudly served from 1944 to1946. 

He was activated for duties in WW2 with the 4th Infantry 

Division (IVY) and eventually reached the rank of Sergeant. 

Benjamin is a Purple Heart recipient due to being wounded 

in the Battle of Hurtgen Forest on Dec 5th,1944 by mine shrapnel and a 30 caliber 

machine gun bullet to the leg.  

Benjamin and his beautiful wife, Beatrice, who turns 97 

years young next month, will celebrate their 77th wedding 

anniversary this November.  

Together, Benjamin and Beatrice were blessed with two 

children, Joann and Robert, 5 grandchildren and 7 great 

grandchildren with another one due this December! 

After being discharged, Benjamin worked for Pan 

Am Airlines for many years. He was also a skilled 

woodworker crafting 

furniture. Benjamin was 

always very crafty and even in retirement 

continued to make the most beautiful 

pieces. 

Today, Benjamin’s favorite pastime is, of 

course, spending time with his family, but 

after that you’ll find him in his garden. Still 

to this day he loves to go outside and tend to his vegetables and flowers. 

According to his loved ones, Benjamin is “always a true gentleman having the utmost 

respect for everyone. He is always helpful, caring, and has strong family values. I 

don’t think a week has ever gone by without “gravy” on Sunday honoring their 

traditional Italian culture.”  

Thank you, Sergeant Geremia, for your service and sacrifices. We salute you! 



CONTACT 

Mailing Address:  
297 Larkfield Road, # 761, East Northport, NY 11731 

Phone:  631-266-1672 
 

  

  Website 

 

General Needs has been helping local veterans for over 14 

years.  General Needs is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 

organization that helps veterans.  We provide essential 

needs items such as socks, underwear, and t-shirts. We are 

dedicated to creating a better future for America’s veterans. 

     Donate 

 



    Prize Donors 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prize Donors 

  

Italian Basket donated in 

loving memory of Ronald 

Calcerano, US Coast Guard 



Prize Donors 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRIZE DONORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

thank you for sponsoring veteran(s) to this 

year’s military ball: 

 Bob Michelle 
 Fusco, Brandenstein & Rada, P.C. 
 George Peters 
 McBride’s Bar & Grill 
 McIntyre, Donohue, Accardi, Salmonson 
& Riordan, LLP 
 Miller & Caggiano, LLP 
 Paws of War 
 Wantagh Chamber of Commerce 

The 
Cowan

 

Family 



GTD FINANCIAL GROUP INC. 

Guy T. Dellecave 
President 

Tel: (631) 615-1309 • Fax: (631) 615-1307 

200 Motor Parkway • Suite A5 • Hauppauge, NY 11788 
 

gdellecave@gtdfinancialgroup.com 

We are proud to join in recognizing  

this evenings Honorees:  

Kostantinos Sovaras 
NPVA Member of the Year 

 

Thomas Shevlin 
NPVA Law Enforcement Person of the Year 

 

Cathy McGrory Powell 
Kevin P. Matthews 

NPVA Community Person of the Year 
 

GTD Financial Group, here to serve those who do so much for us. 

Retirement Planning- 457(b) rollovers – Self Directed IRAs 

We are here to assist with all your investment needs! 



 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

  

CONGRATULATIONS! 
To The Nassau Police Veterans Association 

On your 6th Annual Military Ball 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL HONOREES 

NPVA Member of the Year 
Kostantinos Sovaras 

 

NPVA Law Enforcement Person of the Year 
Thomas Shevlin 

 

NPVA Community Person of the Year 
Cathy McGrory Powell 

Kevin P. Matthews 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE 

Nassau Police Veterans 
Association 

On your 6th ANNUAL MILITARY BALL 
& TONIGHT’S HONOREES 

NPVA Member of the Year 

Kostantinos Sovaras 

NPVA Law Enforcement Person of the Year 

Thomas Shevlin 

NPVA Community Person of the Year 

Cathy McGrory Powell 
Kevin P Matthews 

JAY S. JACOBS 
CHAIRMAN 

 
 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NMLS #139716   NMLS MLO #367881   MLO License #367881 

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral. 



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 


