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Thinking about mom&pop businesses. See page 4.
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By Ákos Kovach
The real estate community in neighbor-

ing Graham County is all a-buzz. 
In the past two weeks no fewer than 

six real estate professionals have asked us 
“where can we buy enough land to build 4 
or 5 homes?” 

Or “we hear your county needs homes.”
And my favorite inquiry is: “we have cli-

ents who want to live in Greenlee County 
but can’t find a home to buy.”

Yes, this is Greenlee County, Arizona, 
Please turn to page 2

By Philip Runnerud
Greenlee County Engineer

The Planning and Zoning Commission 
has been extremely supportive of requests 
that allow additional housing to be devel-
oped. 

Once the requests have been approved, 
the new dwelling units constructed are al-
most immediately occupied. At this time, 
almost all new units are owner occupied. 

Developers who desire to build can find 
parcels that are for sale. Only 6% of the 

Please turn to page 2

Expect to see five new homes going 
up on Highway 75 near DVEC; expect 
new homes going up on Fairway Road 
in York Valley, and 3 or more homes 
going up behind the Golf and Country 
Club House in York Valley. Bigger an-
nouncements coming soon.

The Javelina Chase is an annual event that draws 
competitive and non-competitive cyclists to South-
eastern Arizona, the town of Duncan, AZ (popu-
lation 800) and the Greenlee County Fairgrounds. 
The event is overseen by a volunteer committee and 
guided by USA Cycling. The Javelina Chase 
has grown in each of its 4 years from 24 par-
ticipants in 2014 to over 250 in 2017.

Click here for Spring Rampage schedule

The goal of the Javelina Chase is to bring an 
exciting cycling event to Duncan and Greenlee 
County which enhances cycling and its asso-
ciated health, fun and environmental benefits. 

This event also provides funds for a schol-
arship for two graduating Greenlee County se-
niors. And that is not all. This year The Chase 
will be held in concert with the Greenlee 

Racing through Duncan in 2017.

Bike race shows growth

Please turn to page 2
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Greenlee County Population Growth
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8,437

2017

10,961

2020

????

Catch the buzz!

Everyone’s on board

http://growinggreenlee.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/rampage.jpg
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tucked away in Eastern Arizona 
along the border with our friends 
and neighbors in New Mexico. 

Although we have mostly State 
and Federal Land ownership in 
Greenlee County there is private 
land available on which to build 
single family homes, multi-fam-
ily dwellings or even apartment 
complexes.

Just look around – where else 
is the biggest economic engine/
employer adding hundreds of full 
time jobs with amazing benefits? 

Where else can you find run-
ning rivers all year long that flow 
from mountains full of wildlife 
and camping opportunities? 

Who has a superior school sys-
tems? 

And best of all where are the 
lowest property taxes in the State 
of Arizona?

Greenlee County!
So what are you waiting for?  

Questions? economicdevelop-
ment@co.greenlee.az.us

all land in Greenlee County is 
privately owned; the rest 
is federal or state owned. 
Big swaths of land  in ac-
tive mining operations 
while other large sections of 
Greenlee County are farm-
er/ranchers. 

With this said, parcels 
often must be split. These 
land splits often require a 
change of zoning which 
take about 2 months. A pro-
cess that, unlike in some 
more populous counties, is 
relatively inexpensive and 
uncontroversial. 

Individuals who want to 

build and have never acted as a 
developer are often shocked at 
the amount of effort required and 
decisions that are needed. 

Nevertheless, just taking one 
step at a time and keeping mo-
mentum going are important to 
completing your dream. 

We have noted that more con-
tractors are now willing to build 
here. 

As more building occurs, 
then contractors will see that the 
County has a huge demand and 
speculative building will pick up. 

With the continued growth of 
the Morenci mine, demand for lo-
cal housing will continue into the 
future. 

Currently, there are many 
mine workers asking for compa-
ny housing. As other options be-
come available some may choose 
to buy. 

Buying real estate, including 
your own home, is an amazing 
method of investing for the fu-
ture. Get good advice before buy-
ing and develop a budget. 

County staff believes that we 
are ripe for an explosion of pri-
vate homes with many options 
from which to choose. The Board 
of Supervisor supports develop-
ment and would like the popu-
lation of the County to grow. As 
growth occurs most everyone in 
the County will benefit.

County Spring Rampage.
The Chase is a two day event, 

April 14-15, and will cover new 
territory as it expands into nearby 
Lordsburg, New Mexico.

For registration and further 
details please visit: http://www.
javelinachase.com/ or contact: 
javchaseaz@gmail.com

The buzz . . . 
continued from page 1

On board . . . 
continued from page 1

The Chase . . .
continued from page 1

Hiring fairs
A hiring fair for BK Cacti will 

be held March 2 from 10-2 at the 
Benson Chamber of Commerce, 
168 E 4th St, Benson.

Hiring laborers. Full and part 
time. Contact Bruce Hart at 520-
268-2355. more information.

Interview day for Indochine 
Restaurant, will be March 2, 
from 10-2, at the Sierra Vista Job 
Center, 2600 E Wilcox Drive.

Hiring Kitchen Helpers. Ap-
ply in advance. Contact Coye 
Trujillo at 520-458-9309. more 
information.

Mark your calendars to attend 
the Southern Arizona Hiring 
Conference on March 28 at Uni-
versity of Arizona, Sierra Vista 
Campus!

Job seekers can pre-register 
HERE. The first 50 registered 
job seekers will receive a Profes-
sional Power Pack.

A Military/Veteran Hiring 
Event will be held March 29 
from 9-4 at the Thunder Moun-
tain Activity Center, Ft. Huachu-
ca. 

Contact: events@arizonacoa-
lition.org

For more information, go here.
Open to all military, veterans, 

and spouses.

Call for volunteers for The 
Chase. We have several spots 
still open.  There is one feed 
zone still open along with 
the need for safety drivers/
escorts.  Please contact us at 
Javelina Chase <javchaseaz@
gmail.com>  .

Volunteers for Chase

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/southern-arizona-hiring-conference-tickets-42817375924?aff=es2
https://www.facebook.com/events/1197510407046231/
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First let’s start out sharing the 
good word about the resource we 
have in the form of Arizona@
Work.

They perform an amazing ar-
ray of services including train-
ing, pre-screening and matching 
prospective employees to the em-
ployers seeking qualified skilled 
help.

But what about the wasted re-
source of potential employees 
who are non-violent felons? How 
do we expect them to reintegrate 
into society, pay taxes and be pro-
ductive unless they get a chance a 
decent job? 

Every day our prisons and 
jails release skilled truck drivers, 
electricians, welders, carpenters, 
laborers and many others who 
could fill hundreds of jobs in 
numerous industries  if only – if 
only they would see beyond the 
check list quest have you ever 
been convicted of a felony? 

Served time in prison? Did 
something stupid under the in-
fluence and now you will pay for 
that bad judgement the rest of 
your life?

Vickie Simmons (AZ@Work) 
is working closely with the Co-

chise County Re-entry Coalition 
to help find solutions and address 
this topic. 

Brad Harvey, the Veteran Busi-
ness Services Representative for 
Az@Work is a big advocate for 
clients with barriers in their back-
grounds. 

Also Lisa Lane, Manager for 
the Safford One Stop Office, is 
conducting employment classes 
at the Prison.

All of this helps client pre-

Margaret Evangelesta is the 
newly appointed director of the 
Veteran Business Outreach Cen-
ter (VBOC) serving the State of 
Arizona. 

Here office has met with Eco-
nomic Development Teams and 
Chambers of Commerce, with 
great success. 

She says they are open to 
meeting with interested parties to 
discuss how they can best serve 
the businesses and residents of 

Former inmates a great resource

Greenlee County. 
Services are provided at no 

cost and are paid for by a grant 
from the Small Business Ad-
ministration.  She said her office 
wants to collaborate in a way that 
will best serve the county’s veter-
ans to create and run businesses.

Evangelesta, Director, Veter-
an Business Outreach Center at 
Cochise College, can be reached 
at 520-335-2953 or by email at 
evangelestam@cochise.edu

New director for veteran business

pare to be better candidates for 
employers. Hopefully, more and 
more employers are willing to 
hire after they see they are a qual-
ified candidates with a blemish. 
For more information contact:

Angelica Hernandez
Business Outreach Coordina-

tor
Arizona@Work-Southeastern 

Arizona
O - 520-458-9309 Cell 520-

236-2844.

The only lodge in Arizona 
that offers snowmobile tours is 
at Hannagan Meadow, located in 
Greenlee County at an elevation 
of 9,000 feet.

Hannagan Meadow Lodge 
offers horseback riding (season-
ally), cross country skiing and 
numerous nearby hiking trails. In 
fact snow is falling there at this 
writing on Feb 28, with more 
snow expected over the weekend.

There is even some discussion 
of perhaps hosting a Greenlee 
Chamber of Commerce Mixer at 
the Lodge and offering attendees 
a chance to spend the night or 

stay the weekend. Ask a Chamber 
member.

Tourism activities in Greenlee 
County have continued to grow 
and improve, and we are fortu-
nate to have a recreational lodge, 
with a great restaurant and lounge 
in our high country.

Visit http://www.hannagan-
meadow.com/  or contact Gini @ 
info@hannaganmeadow.com

Hannagan Meadow Lodge offerings

Looking at opportunities

The upcoming National As-
sociation of Counties meeting in 
Washington March 3-7 will 
look at a number of issues 
impacting counties around 
the nation.

One of the topics will 
be the Opportunity Zones 
program, enacted in the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act leg-
islation, which creates a 
new tax incentive tool for 
community development 
projects. The Opportunity 
Zones program will pro-
vide long-term capital to 
economically distressed 
communities by providing 
tax incentives to investors.

http://www.hannaganmeadow.com/
http://www.hannaganmeadow.com/
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National Mom and Pop Business Owners Day is 
observed annually on March 29. This day honors all 
small business owners.

Small businesses are a vital part of the United 
States economy. These businesses are not always 
appreciated for the critical role that they play. We 
can show them their much-deserved appreciation 
on National Mom and Pop Business Owners Day.

According to the U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration, there are more than 27 million small busi-
nesses in the United States.

Owning your own business is a goal that many 
people strive to attain. It takes long hours, hard 
work and much dedication. Countless hours of 
nurturing the business are needed in the process of 
growing the business. From starting out to building 
and expanding, a successful small business is the 
goal of every owner. 

Some of these Mom and Pop shops are handed 
down from one generation to the next while others 
are new start-ups. “Mom and Pop” businesses offer 
superior customer service as the owners take per-
sonal pride in their operations as well as pride in 
their communities.

How to observe
Support the privately owned small businesses in 

your communities. Use #MomPopBusinessOwn-
ersDay to post on social media.

History
Rick and Margie Segel founded National Mom 

and Pop Business Owners Day in honor of 
couples like his parents whose successful hat 
shop opened in 1939 and grew into a 10,000 
square feet and $2 million dollar clothing 
store.

Editor’s note: As our readers know, most 
of the businesses in Greenlee County fall into 
this category, providing many vital services 
and commodities to local residents.

While any day is appropriate to learn more 
about the businesses in our communities, cer-
tainly March 29 is the perfect day to get out 
into your community and visit a mom-and-
pop business, perhaps one you trade with fre-
quently, or perhaps one you’ve been meaning 
to get to know.

Nabor’s Barber Shop , run by brothers Eddie & 
Max Nabor.

 Hilda’s Market and restaurant, run by Hilda 
Goeking.

Rock-a-buy, run by Doug Barlow,

March 29 is mom-and-pop business day
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Greenlee Community

With Ian McGaughey at the 
podium, Sheriff Tim at the door 
and a large crowd of appreciative  
members and guests, the annual 
Chamber dinner started off with 
delicious hor d’oeuvres prepared 
by the Duncan Women’s Club.

Ben Menges, below, was the 
keynote speaker at the 2018 

Chamber annual dinner great success
Greenlee County Chamber of 
Commerce Annual Award Meet-
ing and Dinner. Menges regaled 
the audience of 135 attendees 
with humorous facts and stories 
of interest to not only the farmers 
and ranchers in the audience but 

also the families and friends of 
those same people.

On far left below, Wendy Ford 
admires the table decorations,  
while behind her Royce Hunt is 
seen chatting up one of several 

Please turn to page 9
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Math and science fun
By Karen Soohy

FUN WITH MATH AND SCIENCE (FWMS) 
programming is coming to the Clifton and Duncan 
Public Libraries beginning in the spring.  Both li-
braries were chosen as 2 of the 10 Rural Innova-
tion and Activation Network (RAIN) libraries in the 
state of Arizona. 

Through this rural libraries grant, the Arizona 
State Library and Public Archives teamed with the 
Scottsdale Public Library to offer a 6 weeks series 
for 3-5 year olds and their parents.  

This program seeks to support young children 
and their parents in understanding and using math-
ematical and scientific thinking processes. FWMS 
introduces fundamental concepts of math and sci-
ence using play and books. 

In this fun and interactive course, designed in 
line with the Arizona Early Learning Standards for 
Math and Science, and Arizona’s School Readiness 
Framework, parents learn simple strategies to in-
volve children from three to five years old in sci-
ence and math concept building activities. 

The program covers topics including: observa-
tion and hypothesis, our senses, sorting and com-
paring, cause and effect, patterns and sequencing, 
and geometry and measurement. 

Duncan will offer this program every Thurs-
day morning from 10-11 a.m. beginning April 12 
through May 17. 

Clifton will offer this program every Tuesday 
morning from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. beginning April 
3 through May 8.

There is a limit of ten children at each session and 
signups will begin March 5 at each library. There 
will be a waiting list in case of cancellations.  The 
program will be offered again in the fall, winter and 
spring of 2019. Since this is a parent/child program, 
parents (or caregivers) must attend and participate 
with the child. 

Take home materials will be provided to the at-
tendees to encourage development of school readi-
ness in math and science at home.

SEAGO Area Agency on Aging recently added a 
new program to their agency. The Family Caregiver 
Support Program (FCSP) began in July of last year. 

SEAGO has been covering the needs of the el-
ders in our community for years now along with 
caregivers. It was discovered that there was a need 
for those caregivers as well. 

The FCSP primarily focuses on the unpaid fam-
ily caregiver; the wife caring for her husband, the 
son caring for his mother, the friend caring for a 
neighbor. 

Sometimes these individuals do not even consid-
er themselves a caregiver since they are caring for a 
family member or friend. 

Those are the people the FCSP wants to reach to 
provide support and resources to. 

Caring for a loved one who is aging and/or liv-
ing with disabilities can be challenging and can lead 
to a decline in the caregivers health and emotional 
well-being. 

This is where the FCSP Care Coordinator 
comes in. The Care Coordinator provides the 
following services:

Information to caregivers about available 
services

Assistance to caregivers in gaining access 
to the services

Individual counseling, organization of sup-
port groups and caregiver training

If you would like more information on the 
FCSP and would like to know when a work-
shop will be conducted in your area, please 
contact Sarah Villalobos at 520-432-2528 ext. 
221 or at svillalobos@seago.org.

Family caregiver support

mailto:economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us%0D%0D?subject=economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us%0D
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 (This guest article is provided by Clifton Town 
Manager Ian McGaughey.)

There are few things less glamorous than mu-
nicipal sewer systems. But when you stop to think 
about it, there are really few things in municipal op-
erations that are so important. 

I think it’s safe to say 
that when we wash the 
dishes or flush the toilet, 
we all assume the sewer 
system is going to do its 
part and take our waste-
water away. Far away. 
Out of sight, out of mind.

But in the past few 
years, the uncomfort-
able reality that Clifton’s 
wastewater treatment 
plant and collections 

system (essentially the pipes and lift stations) are 
reaching a tipping point of deterioration. 

The treatment plant was built in 1954. That’s 
when Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio married Marilyn Mon-
roe. It’s when “Rock Around The Clock” was at the 
top of the charts. That’s a long time ago. 

Think of all the sewage that has gone through 
that plant in that 64 years. On second thought, don’t 
do that.

And in many cases, our pipes and sewers are 
even older than that. In many cases, we don’t 
even know where the manholes and pipes are, 
as they’re buried under decades of pavement. 

Unfortunately, with increasing frequency, 
these old pipes are letting us know exactly 
where they are as they burst, become blocked, 
or get ruptured by tree roots or other protru-
sions.

The costs to operate this antiquated sewer 
system have been going up and up as the facil-
ities continue to age. When something breaks 
in the system, it needs to be fixed immediately 
to keep overflows and spills at bay. 

Clifton Council Corner
Mayor Felix Callicotte

Thinking about the sewer

Click here to read more C
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“County Fair Held at Duncan a Big Success” 
read the headlines in The Copper Era and Morenci 
Leader back in 1919.

It was the first fair for the relatively new county, 
and was held where it is still today.

“The various departments all had a liberal num-
ber of exhibits, the attendance was exceptionally 
large and the sports program was pulled off with-
out a hitch and everything ran smoothly,” the paper 
said.

Visitors came from all over the county, which 
was much more difficult than it is today, and from 
New Mexico as well.

“The credit for the success of the fair is due to no 
one person nor any group of persons, for everybody 
helped and all jioned in doing everything possible 
to bring it to a successful point.”

The newspaper did credit the county Board of 
Supervisors for an appropriation of funds to make 
it happen. The commissioners at that time were J.R. 
Fowler, Jesse B. Simms and F.R. Hightower.

A.B. Ballantyne, the farm advisor, spend the 
week before the October event seeing the farmers 
and assisting them in preparing their produce and 
other exhibits.

Click here to see the newspaper article from Oct. 
31, 1919, which includes a list of winners. See how 
many names you might recognize.

Greenlee had its first
fair 99 years ago

http://growinggreenlee.org/2018/03/clifton-council-corner-sewer-upgrade-needed/
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Upcoming activities

3/1 7-8:30 p.m., Simpson Hotel, 116 Main St., Duncan, Riders on the Orphan Train. 
details.

3/2 (and every Friday) 10-noon, Clifton Library, Tech Talk.

3/7 (and every Wednesday, 10-4, Clifton Train Depot, Clifton Farmer’s Market.

3/8 4-6 p.m.. Board of Supervisors Meeting, BOS Meeting Room

3/10 8 a.m., Cosper Loop, trash cleanup.

3/15 10-noon, Greenlee Tourism Council, Greenlee Golf Course, York Valley.

3/20 8-11 a.m., Greenlee Board of Supervisors, Clifton Annex, BOS Conference Room

4/14 Javelina Chase / Ghost Mine Rumble. 

4/21 Greenlee County Health and Science Festival, 10-2, Morenci Community Center.

For more community calendar items, click here.

See Morenci School District calendar at its website. 
For Duncan schools, go here.

 By Suzanne Menges
“Experience is the teacher of 

all things” said Julius Caeser in 
52 BC. While the cattle industry 
in Greenlee County hasn’t been 
around quite that long, 

Caeser would be undoubtedly 
pleased with the upcoming edu-
cational experience at the Meng-
es Ranch.  

Fourth grade students from 
Morenci will spend Friday, 
March 2nd in a much larger 
classroom than they are used to, 

Morenci kids experience cattle industry
learning about the many aspects 
of cattle ranching as each group 
rotates between eight different 
“experience stations”. 

Each 20-minute station pres-
ents the students with information 
and hands-on activities regarding 
ranching topics such as animal 
care, water resource develop-
ment, grazing methods, and cattle 
by-products. This all-day event is 
put on by the Greenlee County 
Cowbelles, with lunch provided 
by the Morenci Fire Department. 

https://www.co.greenlee.az.us/calendars/Events%20Calendar.pdf
For Duncan schools, go here.http://
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Trash cleanup March 10
Gila Watershed Project, BLM and Friends of 

Frisco are hosting a trash clean-up event on Satur-
day, March 10.

The cleanup will be on Cosper Loop starting at 
8 a.m.

audience members that came to witness the awards 
and enjoy the meal. Monica Watson (behind the 
balloon) speaks with Supervisor David Gomez be-
fore the Silent Auction began.

The bottom photo on page 5 is a wide-angle view 
of the excellent turnout, art on display and beautiful 
decorations that adorned the Fairgrounds Exhibit 
Building that housed the Annual Chamber Award 
Dinner and Meeting.

Grammy Award-winning recording artists the 
Black Hills Band will be back at Morenci Lanes this 
Friday, March 2 from 7:30 to 10:30pm. With their 
latest recording certified triple platinum, there’s 
sure to be a standing-room-only crowd.

Okay, the only thing real in the above paragraph 
is that our band is in fact playing this Friday night. 
Drinks are cheap. While we don’t officially encour-
age alcohol consumption, clinical tests prove that 
we do sound better that way. By Ian McGaughey – 
Bass Guitar and comedian

Black Hills Band playing

Check out a map that shows areas which are good 
for high-level output of solar power. The above is 
an excerpt from that map, which is housed at the 
University of Arizona. To see the entire map, visit 
the website here.

Chamber dinner . . .
continued from page 5

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth 
to establish and operate agricultural income-pro-
ducing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA 
and other agricultural groups. Projects must be 
planned and operated with the help of the organiza-
tion advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the 
loan and provide the youth with practical business 
and educational experience. The maximum loan 
amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
• Be a citizen of the United States (which 

includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibil-

ity requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other 

sources 
• Conduct a modest income-produc-

ing project in a supervised program of work 
as outlined above 

 More information about youth loans may 
be found @ https://www.fsa.usda.gov/pro-
grams-and-services/farm-loan-programs/
youth-loans/index

Please contact the Graham/Greenlee FSA 
Office at 928-428-5560 for FSA Youth Loan 
applications. 

Youth loans available

A workshop on doing business with the federal 
government is being presented by the Small Busi-
ness Administration on March 7.

It can be taken in person or online.
It will be held Wednesday, March 7, from 1-4 

p.m., at 2828 North Central Avenue, Suite 800, 
Phoenix. There is no charge.

You can choose to participate remotely by log-
ging into AT&T Web Conference. To view event 
slides during event, log on here. 

Dial In To Meeting Number: 888-858-2144
Access Code: 8417445 
Audio is over the phone. Call 888-858-2144, ac-

cess code 8417445. For privacy reasons, please use 
“Guest” as your first/last name.

Business with the feds

https://cals.arizona.edu/reoa/
https://connect16.uc.att.com/EventEntry/Websites/?VaccId=sba&ExEventID=88417445&oldee=1
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(Safford, Arizona) February 28, 2018 – U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Executive Director Billy Merritt Jr. 
in Graham and Greenlee County today announced 
that ranchers and livestock producers may be eli-
gible for assistance from the Livestock Forage Di-
saster Program (LFP) for grazing losses incurred in 
2018.

According to Merritt, “Graham and Greenlee 
County recently met qualifying drought ratings that 
‘trigger’ eligibility for the Livestock Forage Disas-
ter Program on full season improved pasture, warm 
season improved pasture, and cool season improved 
pasture, native pasture, sorghum forage, short sea-
son small grains, long season small grains, annual 
crabgrass and annual ryegrass.”

LFP provides compensation to livestock pro-
ducers who have suffered grazing losses due to 
drought or fire. For losses due to drought, qualify-
ing drought ratings are determined using the U.S. 
Drought Monitor located at http://droughtmonitor.
unl.edu/.

Qualifying fires are those occurring on rangeland 
managed by a federal agency and the producer is 

prohibited by the federal agency from grazing the 
normal permitted livestock on the managed range-
land due to the fire.

Eligible livestock include alpacas, beef cat-
tle, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, 
equine, goats, llamas, reindeer or sheep that have 
been or would have been grazing the eligible graz-
ing land or pastureland during the normal grazing 
period.

Applications are required for 2018 losses. To 
expedite applications, producers who experienced 
losses in 2018 are encouraged to collect records 
documenting their losses. 

Supporting documents may include information 
related to grazing leases or federal grazing permits, 
contract grower agreements and more.

“We encourage producers to contact our office 
for an appointment and to learn what records are 
required to apply for assistance,” said Merritt.

For more information, contact the Graham/
Greenlee County FSA office at (928) 428-5560. In-
formation can also be obtained online at disaster.
fsa.usda.gov.

Livestock producers drought assistance


