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Regional Christmas events.  See pages 4 - 7.

December 2017            Vol. 4, No. 12

Readers of the Clarion have had a front 
row seat observing the incredible amount 
of talent Greenlee County employees bring 
to work every day. It is not just a paycheck 
they show up, work hard, make wonderful 
things happen. Then go home, make din-
ner and be with their families, participate 
in sports and so much more. This is anoth-
er reason to love and be proud of Greenlee 
County. During this special time of year 
let’s take a moment to thank everyone who 
has made this past year so rich in accom-
plishment. Thanks to the staff nobody 
sees – those who push paper, mop floors, 
wash windows, keep our roads safe, main-
tain clean parks and make our fairgrounds 
inviting. Our streets are safe because of 
our law enforcement heroes, our budget is 
balanced  thanks to solid leadership and 
professionalism. To our judicial system, 
probation department, facilities staff, clerks 
and assistants – thank you. Each of you 
plays has played a role in Growing Green-
lee and the best is yet to come.
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Reading Nook News Clifton Council Corner
Mayor Felix Callicotte

Touring Library website 7

By Karen Soohy
If you are a Service Member, Veteran or family 

member, there is a valuable resource available to 
you on our website. This information is located on 
the right side of the page.

The Arizona Coalition for Military Families is a 
public/private partnership focused on building Ar-
izona’s capacity to care for and support all service 
members, veterans, their families and communi-
ties.  It helps to make sure that every service mem-
ber, veteran and family member is connected to the 
right resource at the right time.

If you are interested in these resources for Mili-
tary families, sign up for a free account at the Re-
source Command Match page (https://resourcecom-
mand.org). This site is a resource matching tool. 

When you enter your information, you will be 
matched with agencies in your area that can offer 
you the services you need. Rather than going from 
place to place, using this site will safe lots of time 
and effort by providing information all at once.

If you are a Service Member, Veteran or family 
member and need computer access, stop by the li-
braries and use one of our computers. Our librari-
ans are certified as Military/Veteran Resource Nav-
igators. 

Stop by the Duncan or Clifton Public Libraries 
and our librarians will be glad to help you get to the 
site and set up your account.

Christmas Holiday Safety
The Christmas season is always a special time of 

year. It is also a time when people become careless 
and vulnerable to theft and other holiday crime. We 
can never be too careful, too prepared or too aware. 
Please share this information with family, friends 
and neighbors. 

At Home

Be extra cautious about locking doors and win-
dows when you leave the house, even for a few 
minutes.

When leaving home have a family member or 
neighbor watch your house. Notify the Clifton Po-
lice Department if you are planning an extended ab-
sence. They will perform a security patrol for your 
home.

Indoor and outdoor lights should be on an auto-
matic timer. 

Leave a radio or television on so the house looks 
and sounds occupied. 

Large displays of holiday gifts should not be 
visible through the windows and/or doors of your 
home. 

When using lights on your Christmas tree ensure 
the wiring is not damaged or frayed. Frayed or dam-
aged wiring can cause a fire.

Place your Christmas tree in water or wet sand to 
keep it green. 

Be sure your Christmas tree is in a sturdy base so 
children, elderly persons or family pets cannot pull 
it over on themselves.  

Shopping

Go shopping with a friend. There is safety in 
numbers. 

Be extra careful with purses and wallets. Purs-
es hanging down by your side become an attractive 
target. A fanny pack can be used instead of a purse. 
Keep wallets in a front or inside pocket.

Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Pay for 
purchases with a check, credit card, or debit card, 

Click here to read more

https://resourcecommand.org
https://resourcecommand.org
http://growinggreenlee.org/2017/11/clifton-council-corner-christmas-holiday-safety/
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By Ákos Kovach 
Economic equilibrium is a myth, at least in my 

opinion. At best, when supply conveniently equals 
demand for a service, product or employees, there 
is stability in the fee exchanged. 

Like the price of gas staying constant. Or the 
cost to hire a truck driver pretty much staying in the 
same hourly rate range – until a hurricane hits the 
Gulf and disrupts refineries and deliveries. Sudden-
ly wholesale prices jump higher, causing pressure 
on retail to sell higher as well. 

Pressure to deliver more fuel after a disruption  
means truck drivers can charge more per mile when 
the shortage creates increased demand for drivers.

The same is true for housing. When there are 
more buyers looking for homes, sellers can increase 
the sales price. Conterminously, if you have a lim-
ited inventory of rental housing the monthly rate 
increases as availability decreases. 

Now we are as yet unable to prevent hurricanes 
from reaching the Gulf. We can, however, keep 
pointing out to builders and developers that the 
housing shortage in Greenlee County is real. 

The waiting list for housing in 
Morenci stands at 424. There are only 
38 homes, lots and other properties list-
ed online for sale throughout Greenlee 
County. 

Some of these homes have been on 
the market for a very long time. Why? 
Just because demand is high does not 
mean you can charge any price for a 
home; it must meet the expectation / 
the willingness level of the buyer. 

So ask yourself if you really want 
to sell are you asking too much? Con-

sult a real estate professional, an appraiser or a title 
company and you can get a pretty good idea what a 
reasonable asking price really is.

Economic Development 101
Supply/demand in Greenlee housing

By Ákos Kovach
During the most recent Rural Policy Forum at-

tendees where saturated with wonderful ideas that 
could be replicated anywhere. One idea in partic-
ular was about how a fundraiser turned into some-
thing really special – Dinner on the Bridge. 

The long and short of it is quite simple: get per-
mission to close down a bridge for a few hours on 
a Friday night and (if you sell enough advance tick-
ets) close the bridge a second night on Saturday.  

1. Get some local elected officials and dignitaries 
to serve as volunteer Wait staff.

2. Identify a local lead non-profit agency like 
United Way, SEACUS, Tourism Council, Chamber, 
etc. to take the lead.

3. Select local vendor’s to produce the food – 
American Legion, Ladies Auxiliary, Duncan Wom-
en’s Club, Mares Bluff group, one or two local 
restaurants or caterers.

4. Pick a date when outdoor dining would be fea-
sible and a backup date in case of inclement weath-
er. (April/May time frame)

5. Host a stakeholder gathering to discuss details, 
cost sharing / profit sharing

6. Think about using local bands, stand-up come-
dians, etc. for additional entertainment.

7. Serve alcoholic drinks?
8. Have a silent auction?
After the Rural Policy Forum several attendees 

expressed interest in hosting / holding such an event 
on Zorilla Bridge. So this is us casting a out a “net 
of interest.” Please respond to economicdevelop-
ment@co.greenlee.az.us and express your groups’ 
interest or your personal involvement. 

We will gather data and reach out to potential 
“local lead non-profit agency.” Maybe there will be 
two lead agencies; who knows, but let’s start the 
process!

Who wants to party on the bridge?
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A Classic Christmas Cinema
21st Annual Christmas Festival of Lights

Saturday, December 2, 2017
Historic Chase Creek, Clifton, AZ

Master of Ceremonies – Reed Richins, Local Radio Host

Special Events/Activities

Festival of Lights Committee Cake Walk every hour – ($1.00 per chance)
Festival of Lights Children Craft Site (Free) – 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Festival Mini Raffles (Drawings every hour throughout the day, must be present to win.)
$500 (Cash) Grand Prize Raffle – (Winner Need Not Be Present To Win)

Schedule of Events
12:00 p.m. Opening Ceremonies – Chase Creek Main Stage

National Anthem – Adrie Pierpont-Valenzuela, Morenci High School Sophomore
Presentation of Grand Marshal by Honorable Mayor Felix Callicotte – Felix Macias, 2017 Festival of   
 Lights Grand Marshal.

12:00 p.m. Festival Vendors Open for business.
12:00-4:00 Children’s Activities (Wrist Band Fee $5.00 per child). Various Bounce-Around features,   
 Christmas Train Ride, Face Painting, and Balloon Artist
12:00-5:00 Greenlee County Historical Society Museum Open (Come Take a Walk Thru History)

12:30 p.m. Stage – Sacred Heart/Holy Cross Children’s Choir and Friends – Directed by Jo Lunt; Assist-  
 ed by Tanis Vozza
1:30 p.m. Stage – Adrie Pierpont-Valenzuela – Selected Musical Tunes
2:00 p.m. Stage – Bella and Teresa Campbell – Selected Christmas Tunes
2:30 p.m. Santa Claus makes his annual visit to the Festival Sight / Ugly Sweater Contest
3:00 p.m. Stage – Musical Presentation – Girl Scouts, Troop 1573 Southern Arizona
3:30-5:30 Stage – Black Hills Band – Music Jamboree
5:30 p.m. “Light Up The Town” Ceremony followed by Grand Prize Raffle ($500) Drawing.
6:30 p.m. Festival of Lights Parade – “A Classic Christmas Cinema” – Chase Creek – cash prize and tro-  
 phies awarded in various categories.
8:00 p.m. Clifton Social Club Dance

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Gift stockings on
Christmas Eve

This Christmas Eve, the Amer-
ican Legion and the Clifton Fire 
Department are teaming up on a 
special event at Fernandez Park on 
Park Avenue near Zorilla Bridge. 

Christmas gift stockings are be-
ing prepared by the American Le-
gion to hand out to kids.

Santa and the Clifton Fire Dept. 
and BIG fire truck will be there. 
The fun begins at 5 p.m.

Duncan events
The Town of Duncan will host 

Christmas-related events on Dec. 
9 with games in Centennial Park 
from noon til 4:30.

The lineup for the light parade 
will begin at 4:30 on East Avenue. 
The parade will start at 6 p.m. The 
theme is Arizona Christmas. Entry 
forms are available at town hall.



Greenlee Clarion, December 2017, Page 6



Greenlee Clarion, December 2017, Page 7

The 3rd Annual Virden Community Christmas Festival will include a play. It is hosted by the Village of 
Virden on Saturday, Dec. 2, from 5-10 p.m.

The Greenlee
 Clarion

Published monthly by 
Greenlee County Economic Development
253 Fifth Street  |  Clifton, Arizona 85533

(928) 865-2072 ext. 202
Ákos Kovach, Editor

Gary Dillard, Graphics Editor
economicdevelopment@co.greenlee.az.us

www.growinggreenlee.org
www.co.greenlee.az.us

mailto:economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us%0D%0D?subject=economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us%0D
http://www.growinggreenlee.org
http://www.co.greenlee.az.us
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By Philip Ronnerud 
Change comes slowly to Rural Arizona. When 

change happens, few are really happy about the re-
sults. Change is very difficult.

Land use control (Planning and Zoning) is a func-
tion demanded by some and 
often ignored by others.  As 
long as ‘the few’ are not af-
fected, they are okay with 
additional government reg-
ulation.

In its simplest form, land 
planning is determining 
the highest and best use of 
lands. The results of Plan-
ning manifests itself in 
Zoning Districts. 

Often, planners must 
balance conflicting uses. 
The result may appear to be 
a horse designed by com-
mittee. 

It has a hump like a cam-
el, a nose like an elephant, 
and the ears of a mule – but 
at the end of the day you can ride it and get to where 
you are going.

When someone decides to use  (as part of a hob-
by) their property as a junk yard, how does the 

County enforce the rules? Or should the County al-
low the property to degenerate to the point where 
hazards exist? 

Unfortunately, defining the highest and best use 
and then writing rules is not easy. The safety or 

health condition that 
justifies Government 
action is not universally 
agreed upon. Many say 
that the Government 
should not be involved.

With this all said, 
our County is consid-
ering establishing an 
Administrative Hear-
ing Officer. This person 
will review complaints 
brought by the County 
and make a judgement. 

After an administra-
tive decision is made, 
an appeal to the Courts 
can be made. The Hear-
ing Officer process ex-
pedites decisions while 

still allowing a Judicial review of the case.
Establishing the Hearing Officer process will be 

done through the County and public hearings will 
be held. Your input is welcome.

Get involved in land-use control

Rural communities and small towns have much 
to offer, including a sense of community, affordable 
housing and access to open space. However, many 
of these areas are currently experiencing population 
declines due to various demographic and economic 
trends. 

An aging population, industrial shifts, changing 
consumer preferences and diminishing local ser-
vices have all contributed to rural stagnation.

Like people anywhere, rural and small town resi-
dents rely on transportation to access jobs, schools, 
medical facilities, retail shopping, recreation, social 
events and other services. This can be challenging 
in these areas because of lengthy travel distances 
and limited travel options, particularly for people 
with limited ability to drive.

While it is sometimes assumed that public trans-

Rural communities and public transit
portation is only essential for large urban areas with 
significant traffic congestion, this report shows that 
public transportation can also play an important 

Click here to read the full report

http://www.apta.com/resources/reportsandpublications/Documents/APTA-Rural-Transit-2017.pdf
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Upcoming activities
Regional Christmas events are highlighted on pages 4-7 of this issue.

11/30 Deadline for online registration for December 5th Phoenix Lunch for Arizona 
Association for Economic Development.

12/5 and 19 8-11 a.m., Board of Supervisors meeting, BOS Meeting Room

12/6 5:30 p.m., Chamber Mixer, Blue Door Sanctuary on Park Ave. Hosted by  
Freeport-McMoRan.

12/6 Free SBA Clinic (online or in-person), Selling to the Federal Government.

12/7 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Freeport-McMoRan Hiring Fair, Manor House Restaurant, 
415 E U.S. Highway 70, Safford. See details on page 10 of this issue.

12/12 Utility assistance available. Click here for details.

12/15 10 a.m - 2 p.m., Sheraton Tucson Hotel & Suites, Tucson Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce, State of the Chamber Luncheon 2017. For more information, see 
graphic on page 11.

12/20 5:30-7 p.m., Tourism Council monthly meeting, Greenlee Country Club

1/11-14 Wings over Willcox. See graphic on page 8.

See Morenci School District calendar at its website.
http://morenci.k12.az.us/2016-2017%20Calendar.pdf

The new Rafter G Restaurant in Bowie is open! 
Using the name from the family cattle brand, Raf-

ter G is open 7 days a week and serves a full break-
fast, lunch and dinner menu. The Grand Opening 
will be held Saturday Dec 9. 

Jeff and Penni Goodman are the owners of this 
new establishment and they have hired many local 
residents to staff the venture.

Rafter G is open from 6 am to 8 pm 7 days a 
week and is located at 404 W Business Loop in 
Bowie (520) 847-1900.

New restaurant in Bowie

http://www.aaed.com/event/dec5th
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/arizona-selling-to-the-federal-government-tickets-39229230685?aff=erelexpmlt
http://growinggreenlee.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/utility-assistance.pdf
http://morenci.k12.az.us/2016-2017%20Calendar.pdf
http://morenci.k12.az.us/2016-2017%20Calendar.pdf
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Ford Motor Co., Barclays Plc and 
Booz Allen Hamilton Inc. are just 
some of the companies now target-
ing workers with previous experi-
ence who for various reasons have 
been outside the labor force.

Some of these hires come at a bar-
gain. A paper by three Fed research-
ers and one at Columbia University 
shows detached workers can cost 
about 25 percent less than if a firm 
tried to poach a similar employee 
from another company.

“It makes sense for firms to go after non-partic-
ipants,” as they are less likely to set off wage-bid-
ding by seeking counteroffers, says Aysegul Sahin 

Hiring of older workers all the new rage

of the New York Fed, one of the paper’s co-authors.
Click here to read the entire story

from Bloomberg

Maya Azzi has focused her work on long-term 
sustainable solutions in natural resource manage-
ment and community, tourism, and economic de-
velopment. She has volunteered and worked in the 
agricultural industry focusing on sustainable food 
systems and reducing food waste. 

Maya has worked nationally and international-
ly in rural communities developing and facilitat-
ing community-focused collaborations, programs, 
and curriculum responsive to community, school, 
or business issues lacking in needed support and 
working collaboratively to develop sustainable 
solutions.

Working directly with Kimber, Maya leads pro-

gramming for the four pro-
grams under the Local First 
Arizona Foundation’s ini-
tiative, the Arizona Rural 
Development Council. 

These programs are The 
Rural Policy Forum, Solu-
tions for Rural Develop-
ment Webinar Series,  Sci-
ence Happens Here and 

WeekendZona.
A note from Maya: “I believe in rural, I believe 

in Arizona, and I will do whatever I can to leverage 
my resources to support the places I care about.”

Newest member of Local First Arizona team

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-15/low-unemployment-healing-u-s-job-market-s-ugly-secret-age-bias
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-15/low-unemployment-healing-u-s-job-market-s-ugly-secret-age-bias
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South Annex 
By Philip Runnerud
South Annex work con-

tinues as fast as the Con-
tractor can get labor and 
materials delivered. This 
site is a beehive of activ-
ity. Before Thanksgiving, 
more than 1,300 man-
hours were spent in one 
week.

DVEC will connect the 
building to the grid immi-
nently. Drywall is nearly 
complete and water proof-
ing of the exterior contin-
ues. The County will have 
domestic water to the building before Dec 1. The 
County is preparing the loop road grade so the secu-

Get in the holiday spirit by attending the Faraway 
Ranch Holiday Open House at Chiricahua National 
Monument.  This historic home will be open to the 
public on Saturday, December 9th from 11:00 am 
to 3:00 pm.

Park staff will be available to answer questions 
and discuss the history of owners, Neil and Emma 
Erickson. Their simple 1880s homestead was trans-
formed into a popular twentieth century guest ranch 
managed by daughter and son-in-law, Lillian and 
Ed Riggs, who also campaigned for the establish-
ment of the monument. The home is still furnished 
with original family items and is decorated for the 
holidays.

Faraway Ranch holiday open house Dec. 10

Faraway Ranch at Chiricahua Ntl. Monument.

rity fence can be installed. We are expecting arrival 
of materials for the external fire protection soon.
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Upcoming Activities
Tucson Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

https://www.facebook.com/pg/HispanicChamberofCommerce/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://strongpointmarketing.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eyecek8fOZuyC7r
http://www.tucsonhispanicchamber.org/young-entrepreneurs-academy.html

