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Road Crew Rock Stars
Yes we have Rock Stars in 

Greenlee County (they work on 
the Road Crew) they keep our 
roads safe and smooth.

Anyone who has driven near 
or around the Greenlee County 
Fairgrounds lately or on coun-

ty maintained roads in that area 
have seen fresh chip and seal, 
new safety stripes and a great ap-
pearance for all visitors to see. 

While the instruments our 
county rock stars use are larg-

continued on page 4

Kudos to the leadership of the 
Greenlee County Chamber of 
Commerce for their recent cam-
paign to dynamically focus atten-
tion on supporting local business-
es. 

At the most recent Cham-
continued on page 3

Cost of growing a new branch bank
No business likes to talk about 

closing their doors. Banks are no 
exception. But generally when 
a bank encounters  challeng-
es – such as a drop in deposits, 
fewer loans or worst of all both 
lower deposits and lower bank 
loans, they reach out to local 
government, town and or Coun-
ty, they work with the Chamber 
of Commerce or big businesses, 
or strategize with those who can 

affect change.  Sadly, the clos-
ing announcement   of the Dun-
can Branch of National Bank of 
Arizona was a surprise until the 
letters arrived in the mail to all 
current customers. There was no 
courtesy notice. Fast forward, 
what do we do?

For one thing we need to un-
derstand the cost of opening a 
branch of any bank or credit 

continued on page 3
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Reading Nook News Clifton Council Corner
Mayor Felix Callicotte

The “Clifton Council Corner” is a place de-
signed to keep the people in the Town of Clifton 
informed and up to date on current affairs. We will 
address concerns in the community; discuss fu-
ture projects, and present ideas for improvement. 
We appreciate your responses to this column and 
are pleased by the many who have commented on 
their thoughts and issues. We cannot resolve an 
issue if we are unaware of it. We are continually 
looking for ways to help the Town of Clifton run 
more efficiently and this column will hopefully 
help you become involved.

Reference Library
By Karen Soohy

Free E-books on a variety of topics are available 
to Greenlee County library patrons through a data-
base known as Gale Virtual Reference Library. The 
link to free databases can be found on the library 
webpage (www.greenleelibraries.org). 

Once you have clicked on the GVRL link, choose 
from the subjects of Art, Biography, Business, Ed-
ucation, Environment, General Reference, History, 
Information and Publishing, Law, Library Science, 
Literature, Medicine, Multicultural Studies, Nation 
and World, Religion, Science, Social Science and 
Technology and then choose a book from within 
that subject. You can also search by topic from the 
search box on the page.

When a book cover appears, simply roll your 
mouse over the cover shown to get a description of 
the e-book. You can also use the View All link to 
browse every book in the category. 

If the book description is of interest, click on 
the cover to get to the Table of Contents. From this 
page you can click on chapters, access bibliography 
information, see illustrations and go to the book’s 
alphabetical index.

The site allows you to save, print and download 
sections (called articles) from the book.  You can 
read the book online but cannot download or print 
an entire book at one time. There is also a Listen 
Button which will actually read the article to you.

If a citation is needed, the site offers a Cita-
tion Tools link with a variety of formats available. 
Emailing the article to yourself or someone else is 
also possible. Articles can also be translated into 
another language if needed.

While you are visiting the Greenlee Library web-
page, take a look at the online catalogs found there 
for the Clifton and Duncan libraries. Click on the 
Clifton or Duncan links on the page and find the 
ONLINE CATALOG link. Do a search for your 
book or author before coming to the library by us-
ing the online library’s catalog. But remember, if 
the library does not have that book on the shelves, 
your librarian can still get the book for you from 
another library in the state by using the Inter Li-
brary Loan system (ILL) and it is still FREE!

Library Quote: “What can I say? Librarians 
rule!” ~ Regis Philbin, American Media Personal-
ity

Clifton salutes patriotism and honors our nation’s 
history, however, the use of illegal fireworks — any 
device that explodes, rises in the air or moves about 
the ground or any fireworks device that pose a se-
rious fire hazard and disturb the peace within the 
town limits — is strictly prohibited in the Town of 
Clifton.

The Clifton Town Council reminds residents the 
following are all illegal types of fireworks and are 
prohibited: Skyrockets, Bottle Rockets, Roman 
Candles, Mortars, Cherry Bombs, and Firecrackers 
of any type. 

In response to any complaint concerning illegal 
fireworks use, the Clifton Police Department will 
increase its enforcement efforts against any person 
who lights up illegal fireworks during the 2016 In-
dependence Day holiday.

No you are not paranoid; they really are out to 
get you. If you plan to drink during this up-com-
ing Independence Day holiday and get behind the 
wheel of a vehicle, the Clifton Police Department is 
determined to get you off the road.

Yes, there will be more police patrols on our 
streets and highways during this time of the year. 
Remember that almost everyone has a cell phone 
now and can report erratic driving instantly. 

The best way to avoid the increased patrols is to 
not get behind the wheel if you have been drink-
ing. However, if you do drink and drive and you get 
caught, you are in for a lot of legal headaches.

Our advice: Do not drink and drive! 
Click here to read more

Remember: No fireworks!

http://growinggreenlee.org/2016/06/clifton-council-corner-repeat-no-fireworks/
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ber Mixer in Duncan a “Business Crawl” trea-
sure hunt was incepted as was a vendor booth 
area which provided a spotlight on businesses in 
Greenlee County.  Find out more, and or join the 
Chamber.

At the June 23 Duncan mixer, shown above, 
the entire community came together: from the 
Business Crawl to great food, table set-ups, awe-
some door prizes and audience members from 
Virden, Safford, Thatcher, Clifton, Morenci.

Mixer at Duncan
continued from page 1

union.  It takes a deposit inventory of roughly $20 
million to $25 million, plus a loan portfolio of $15 
million to $20 million to cost-justify such an invest-
ment. 

To the average consumer these figures may seem 
high, but with low interest rates, profit margins are 
tight. Once one adds up the cost of location, per-
sonnel, security, advertising, etc. the return on the 
investment ratio comes into play. 

Rest assured an active outreach campaign to at-
tract a new banking institution is underway, but it 
is not a fast process, alternatives such as enhanced 
ATM’s, a banking kiosk, etc. are also being dis-
cussed.  If you have a lead or idea that can help this 
process along please feel free to write: economicde-
velopment@co.greenlee.az.us.

Branch bank
continued from page 1

By Julio Espinoza
Mexico has one of the most influential diplomat-

ic and consular networks in the world, with about 
150 offices worldwide and a network of about 50 
consulates in the U.S. 

Phoenix is perhaps the most strategic consular 
post for Mexico due to national security reasons: 
Most of the political stability of the U.S-Mexico 
relationship depends on the correct management 
of the Arizonan-Sonoran desert region, which is a 
gateway for trade and investment but also presents 
a myriad of governance issues: illegal trafficking of 
people, drugs and arms as well as other organized 
crime activities such as money laundering and kid-
napping. 

Mexico has progressively overcome the stereo-
type of an undeveloped country and has taken lead-
ership in the new international system, only thanks 
to a generational transformation in the government 

More bridges, less walls
The legacy of Consul General Rodriguez

elite of our southern neighbor. Now we see that 
Mexican officials graduate from American or Euro-
pean universities, speak more than two languages, 
have at least a master’s degree, if not a PhD, and are 
very cosmopolitan. 

That broad world-view has enable this generation 
of Mexican public servants, such as Consul Gener-
al Robert Rodriguez Hernandez, to be able to live, 
work and deliver results in any continent always 
keeping in mind the Mexican national interest.  

Mexico might have governance problems being a 
democracy in transition. But we all must recognize 
two major changes. 

First, Mexico is no longer the backyard of the 
United States as several pundits used to believe, but 
the front yard. 

This is thanks to the rapidly increasing levels of 
interdependence between the two countries. Sec-

Click here to read more

mailto:economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us?subject=
mailto:economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us?subject=
http://growinggreenlee.org/2016/06/legacy-of-consul-general-rodriguez/
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NM Council of Governments to go nonprofit
From The Silver City Daily Press

The Southwest New Mexico Council of Govern-
ments held its annual board meeting [June 23] at 
Silver City’s City Hall Annex, voting to push once 
again to become a nonprofit organization.

SWNMCOG Executive Director Priscilla Luce-
ro told the board that the organization applied for 
501(c)3 nonprofit status last year through the In-
ternal Revenue Service, but was denied because of 
language in its bylaws and articles of incorporation 
— which were combined, a practice rejected by the 
IRS.

Lucero told the Daily Press that the organization 
is now technically a governmental entity, relying 
solely on state and federal funds to operate, but by 
acquiring nonprofit status, it will be able to search 
for funding elsewhere. She said its budget each year 
is usually about $300,000.

“We have consistent dollars that come in every 
year for us, and that’s from state appropriation, 
[New Mexico] Department of Transportation and 
the Mortgage Finance Authority and Economic De-
velopment administration,” she said.

State legislative appropriations, however, are the 
one source that is dwindling each year, according to 
Lucero, so going nonprofit is smart.

Although the IRS gave SWNMCOG notice last 
week that it was approved for 501(c)3 nonprofit sta-
tus, the board still had to approve the move on [June 
23].

“We’re able to put everything into play for the 
new year, meeting all the requirements for all the 
funding sources,” she said.

The board heard from Lucero about the region-
al water plans and her upcoming presentations on 

Click here to read more

er than those found on a music 
stage, the way they handle heavy 
equipment is a joy to watch. 
Spot-on perfection from one side 
of the road to the other; smooth 
base; faultless application of oil 
and unflawed striping.

Who are these excellent exam-
ples of Greenlee County’s Road 
Crew?

Joe Bejarano Sr., Joe Bejarano 
Jr., Dustin Blakely, Tim Christ-
ner, Guy Crawford, Si Crawford,  
Gary Gasparich, Robert Grove, 
Steve Johnson, Jimmy Joy, and 
Tony Lawrence.

Also David Manuz, Kevin 
Marks, Derek Martinez, Robert 
Merino, Scott Mulleneaux, Ron-
nie Munoz, Jim Olsen, Robin 
Rainbolt, Robert Randall, Sam-
my Roybal, Hank Truesdale, 
Lloyd Waters and Cody White.

Shown are some examples of 
what they recently accomplished.

Rock Stars
continued from page 1

http://www.scdailypress.com/site/2016/06/24/council-of-governments-to-go-nonprofit/
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This PowerPoint slide show presentation, on the 
subject of Greenlee County development, was 
presented to the Board of Supervisors and was 
posted on the Growing Greenlee Facebook page. 
By the time this issue went to press, it had re-
ceived 720 views. Head on over the the Facebook 
page, scroll down to June 21, when it was post-
ed, watch the presentation, and tell us what you 
think.

Colors of Copper
issues call to artists

From The Copper Era
CLIFTON — The Colors of Copper art gala is 

ramping up, which means it’s time for the call for 
talent.

The Greenlee County Tourism Council has be-
gun distributing pamphlets that are a call to poten-
tial artists to be part of the now fourth annual art 
event. Taking place Nov. 5-6, the Colors of Copper 
will also feature wines from nearby Willcox as a 
draw to tourists.

Cash prizes offer incentives to artists considering 
taking up their brushes this year, with a first-place 
offering of $1,000, $500 for second, $300 for third 
and $100 for honorable mention. People’s Choice 
will earn $200.

Winners will be selected based on a criteria of 

From left, Mexican artist Carolina Manzano, Saf-
ford businessman Tom Green, and art director 
Victor Navarro discuss the pieces on exhibit at the 
2015 Colors of Copper.

Click here to read more

mailto:economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us%0D%0D?subject=economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us%0D
http://www.growinggreenlee.org
http://www.co.greenlee.az.us
https://www.facebook.com/GreenleeCountyAZ
https://www.facebook.com/GreenleeCountyAZ
http://www.eacourier.com/copper_era/news/colors-of-copper-issues-a-call-to-artists/article_ed0f3c62-37ea-11e6-a4ea-bba9a86ebc42.html
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From the Silver City Sun-News
SILVER CITY — The Travel 

Management Rule will go into 
effect across four districts of the 
Gila National Forest July 1.

The TMR is mandated across 
all national forests and prohibits 
motor vehicle use off designated 
routes and roads. The four dis-
tricts where TMR will begin are 
Quemado, Reserve, Wilderness 
and Black Range.

TMR will not occur on the 
Glenwood and Silver City Ranger 
Districts in 2016. These districts 
are working to complete resource 
surveys and obtain concurrence 

from the State Historic Preser-
vation Office before TMR will 
go into effect. The motor vehicle 
use map is the legal document 
displaying the roads, trails, and 
areas open to motor vehicle use 
on the forest. The MVUM is free 
of charge and will be available at 
Gila National Forest offices.

“The Travel Management deci-
sion for the Gila National Forest 
is a change in use of the forest as 
cross-country travel will no lon-
ger be allowed. Time and educa-
tion will be needed as the process 
moves forward,” said Gila Forest 

TMR in 4 districts of Gila forest

Click here to read more

During the Fourth of July 
weekend, state and local agencies 
are focusing on keeping motor-
ists safe.

ADOT and its contractors 
won’t schedule construction clo-
sures along state highways from 
Friday through Monday evening,

No closures over 4th

http://www.scsun-news.com/story/news/local/2016/06/28/tmr-go-into-effect-across-four-districts-gila-national-forest/86486086/
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Upcoming activities
7/8 2-4 p.m., Mares Bluff Veteran’s memorial, O’Malley Day meeting, Blue Door Sanctuary.

7/16 5 p.m., Greenlee County Mud Races, at the Fairgrounds. 

7/23 O’Malley Day. Poker Run, sponsored by American Legion Post 28, Clifton, proceeds to 
Mares Bluff Scholarship Fund, bands, lunch, car show, all day at Clifton RV Park.

7/30 Jr. Rodeo, Greenlee County Fairgrounds. Also on 8/20 and 9/16.

8/5 10-3, Greenlee County Health Fair, Morenci Club. 

8/10-12 8-5 each day, Arizona Rural Policy Forum 2016, 
Pinetop-Lakeside.

9/2-5 50th Clifton Hill Climb. 

9/15-18 Greenlee County Fair, Fairgrounds at Duncan.

The first day of school is 7/27!
The Morenci Unified School District #18 - 2016-2017 
District Calendar is now available. Click here or on the 
calendar at right to access it.

GWP excited to continue work in Greenlee
From The Copper Era

CLIFTON — Kelly Fuller, director of the Gila 
Watershed Partnership, covered significant ground 
last week between the group’s monthly meeting 
in Safford and a presentation to the Clifton Town 
Council.

As part of the meeting, the partnership hosts var-
ious guests to give presentations on valuable infor-
mation for communities and to give people the op-
portunities to interact with those involved with the 
ecology of the watershed. June featured a panel of 
farmers from Greenlee, Graham, and Cochise coun-
ties holding a frank and honest discussion of issues 
with water rights in the state of Arizona, from over-
draft fissures to percentage of available water for 
farmers to pull from the Gila River.

It’s just one of the many services the GWP pro-
vides, Fuller explained to the Clifton Town Council. 
Its work to contain the threat of the tamarisk beetle 
and remove salt cedar, which is choking waterways 
along the Gila River, is right alongside community 
improvement efforts, such as recent plant donations 
to the Greenlee birding trails and facade improve-
ment on Chase Creek.

The latter is part of GWP’s efforts to work as 
grant administrators to help worthwhile causes find 
needed money.

The GWP will be receiving funds from the Ari-
zona Department of Environmental Quality to con-
tinue work in Greenlee County, and with an express 
interest in working with recruits for the Arizona 

Click here to read more

http://www.morenci.k12.az.us/2016-2017%20Calendar.pdf
http://www.morenci.k12.az.us/2016-2017%20Calendar.pdf
http://www.eacourier.com/copper_era/news/gwp-excited-to-continue-work-in-greenlee/article_a0ebc70a-32a0-11e6-8a24-1756d98cb09b.html
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Community Information and Referral Services 
(CIR), provider of statewide 2-1-1 Arizona, says its 
website has a new look, a new 211 Counts statisti-
cal dashboard, and easier navigation.

2-1-1 as the easy-to-remember three-digit dial-
ing number, along with its website, were started in 
2011 for easy access to information and referrals 
to health, nonprofit, community, tribal, government 
and human services available in Arizona. 

2-1-1 Arizona has over 36,000 available resourc-
es statewide that serve the public and its benefits 
include:

► Easy access to vital community, health, and 
human service programs available in Arizona. 

► Coordination of volunteer needs and opportu-
nities. 

► Demographic feedback on trends in needs, ser-
vices, gaps, and poverty areas. 

► Acts as a support system for emergency 9-1-1 
operatives and disaster relief.

With over 1.3 million service requests fulfilled 
last year, Catherine Rea, CEO wants the public to 
know that the new website is now available, along 
with the 211Counts dashboard. “We have updated 
the website to make searching for health and hu-
man services much easier for the State of Arizona. 
Dialing 211 to speak with a Call Specialist is still 
available.

211 provides info
Go to 211arizona.org/greenlee

The Cochise College SBDC is partnering with the 
Tucson Hispanic Chamber of Commerce to bring a 
free free business planning seminar to Willcox.

 This workshop is for small and medium size 
business owners who are considering expanding 
their business and what one needs to consider in 

taking their business to the next level.
Topics include:
The responsibilities of a business leader.
The basic foundation of a company.
Reasons why businesses fail.
What it takes for a business to hit the next level.
The factors of a successful business.
A SWOT Analysis practical exercise
A format for a comprehensive business plan.
This free class will be held on Tuesday, July 12, 

from 9-noon in Room 101 at Cochise College’s 
Willcox Center.

 Take home materials will be provided.
 Instructor Daniel C. Valle, who is internationally 

accredited by the Institute for Independent Business 
in London. He is the president and principal con-
sultant for a general business consulting firm which 
has operated in Sierra Vista for over 10 years.

Seating is limited and you must register to attend.  
Deadline to register is July 6. Contact Rachel Nor-
ton at 520-515-5478 or nortonr@cochise.edu.

Growing your business

The Labor Department has updates the overtime 
regulation to reflect the original intent of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act (FLSA), and to simplify and 
modernize the rules so they’re easier for workers 
and businesses to understand and apply.

The changes will go into effect this Dec. 1.
The Cochise College SBDC will present a work-

shop on the subject on Tuesday, July 19, fromm 
9 -noon in the Community Room of the Student 
Union Building on the Sierra Vista campus of Co-
chise College.

The keynote speaker will be Robert K. Jones.  He 
is a Principal at a Phoenix law firm.  He represents 
employers in all types of employment litigation, in-
cluding claims alleging discrimination, retaliation, 
and wrongful termination, as well as wage and hour 
disputes. 

 This event is hosted by the Cochise College 
Small Business Development Center and the Sier-
ra Vista Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by 
American Southwest Credit Union.

Seating is limited and 
you must register to attend.  
Deadline to register is July 
13. Contact Rachel Norton at 
520-515-5478 or nortonr@co-
chise.edu.

Changes in overtime rule

http://211arizona.org/greenlee
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Work on US 60 to continue thru summer

Steep, rugged terrain and high winds have added 
challenges for crews working to create room for an 
additional lane on US 60 between Globe and Su-
perior. Because of that, the project will continue 
through the summer, including twice-weekly clo-
sures for blasting work.

Crews have about 25,000 cubic yards of rocks 
and dirt – about 2,000 truckloads – to remove to 
complete the project between mileposts 227 east 
of Superior to milepost 235 west of Miami.  In ad-
dition to creating a passing lane, the Arizona De-
partment of Transportation project is widening the 
shoulders in Devil’s Canyon (mileposts 233-234), 
making improvements to the bridge at Waterfall 
Canyon (milepost 229) and improving drainage 
(milepost 242) west of Miami.

Drivers who rely on US 60 should continue to 
plan ahead for closures from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. There will be no blast-
ing-related closures in the area on June 30 or July 5 
to accommodate holiday traffic.

After crews blast away rock in one area to make 
room for the climbing lane, they must maneuver 
heavy equipment up steep, narrow roads to prepare 
for the next blast. This spring, two periods of “red 
flag” conditions – high winds and low humidity that 
increase the danger of sparking a fire – have de-
layed work for about two weeks.

During the closures, drivers should consider tak-
ing state routes 77 and 177 between Superior and 
Globe, a route of about 68 miles. Motorists head-
ed to the White Mountains region, including Show 
Low and Springerville, can take State Route 87 
through Payson and travel east on State Route 260.

Meanwhile, US 60 will be restricted to one lane 
through the work zone from 9 p.m. Sunday, June 
19, to 4 a.m. Monday, June 20, and also from 8 a.m. 

Blasting closures remain
on Tuesdays, Thursdays

Click here to read more

https://www.azdot.gov/media/News/news-release/2016/06/17/work-on-us-60-passing-lane-near-superior-to-continue-through-summer
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Kiplinger ranks AZ No. 2 for ’16 job growth
Extracted from Kiplinger

“The Grand Canyon State is in for a real pick-
up this year, as its housing and construction sectors 
appear to have finally turned a corner. The state’s 
sunny climate and low taxes will continue to lure 
retirees as well as young folks. 

“The low cost of living will draw tech entrepre-
neurs away from pricey Silicon Valley. Population 
growth will keep construction humming.

“Home Depot plans to add about 800 new jobs 

in Tempe at an online customer support center, and 
Northern Trust Co. will hire about 1,000 new em-
ployees by 2018 at a new Tempe operating center. 

“The state’s largest private employer, Banner 
Health, is building a $400 million hospital expan-
sion in Tucson. In Phoenix, Farmers Insurance will 
significantly expand its operations, eventually add-
ing 1,000 employees. 

“Cenlar, a loan service provider, will create 600 
jobs, also in Phoenix.”

Economy poised for continued growth
From Arizona Briefing Room

Office of Gov. Doug Ducey
Arizona is garnering national attention 

for job gains. While there’s always more 
work to be done, earlier this year, Arizo-
na finally gained back all of the jobs lost 
during the Great Recession. (Phoenix 
Business Journal 03/24/16)

More recently, Kiplinger magazine 
ranked Arizona as the state with the sec-
ond-fastest projected job growth rate in the 
country for 2016 at 3.2 percent. (See arti-
cle above.) Our state was bested only by 
Idaho whose projected job growth rate is 
3.5 percent. Neighboring state Utah came 
in third with a projected growth rate of 3.1 percent, 
and Colorado and California were tied for the ninth 
and tenth spots at 2.7 percent.  (Kiplinger 06/16)

In June, Forbes also recognized the Phoenix-Me-
sa-Scottsdale area as the “City Winning the Battle 
for Information Jobs” outside of San Francisco and 
Silicon Valley. Growth in information employment 
here was 7.51 percent for 2015 while that work-
force grew 39.29 percent from 2010-2015. (Forbes 
06/06/16)

California-based medical technology company 
Dexcom just announced plans to open a manufac-
turing plant in Mesa projected to bring approxi-
mately 500 jobs. Arizona beat out other West Coast 
markets considered for the facility, including Tex-
as, Utah and Colorado according to Dexcom CEO, 
Kevin Sayer. (Phoenix Business Journal 06/15/16)

In April, the co-founders of start-up Tuft and 
Needle penned and essay stating why they recom-
mend building a start-up in Phoenix over Silicon 

Valley. (Thought Catalogue 04/19/16)
In May, Arizona was ranked the 6th-best state in 

the country for business by Chief Executive Mag-
azine’s annual “Best & Worst States for Business” 
survey, representing a three-spot climb from last 
year’s report. (Chief Executive Magazine 05/11/16)

Most importantly, these ranking and statistics are 
accompanied by the arrival of more jobs for Arizo-
nans.

Kiplinger pointed to several companies bringing 
more jobs to Arizona, including:

► 800 jobs Home Depot is planning to add in 
Tempe (Phoenix Business Journal 10/22/15)

► The approximately 1,000 full-time employees 
Northern Trust Corp will hire at a new operating 
center (Northern Trust)

► Hundreds of jobs to be added by Cenlar in the 
Phoenix/Tempe area (Business Journal 02/12/16; 
Cenlar 05/13/16)

Click here to read more

http://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2016/06/brief-arizonas-economy-poised-continued-growth

