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Deadline for submitting articles for the May 
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Greenlee County Social media

To keep track of activities going on in Green-
lee County, you will want to follow our pages on 
Facebook and other social media. Follow, like, 
comment and add to the conversation.

Facebook pages:

Greenlee Clarion

Growing Greenlee

Greenlee County

Greenlee County Tourism

Greenlee County Natural Wonders

Other social media

GreenleeAz2020 (Instagram)

GrowingGreenlee (Twitter)

By Ákos Kovach
As the song lyrics go, “it was a long time com-

ing.” And from the response and feedback we have 
received the wait was worth it. 

There were several attendees who were here for 
GG I in 2013 and GG II in 2014. So why the long 
pause between GG II and GG III? Now that is a 
story worth telling.

If you enjoy reading Elizabeth Gilbert, Jon 
Krakauer, Aimee Cabo Nikolov or even Truman 
Capote, they involve the reader through color, 
sound, taste, fear and truth. Then you turn the page 
and get even more.   

Such is the case with the process we have been 
working on with respect towards Growing Green-
lee, the Strategy. Frankly there have been a lot of 
setbacks, and more pushback than I ever anticipat-
ed. After all, the topic of change sounds good as 
long as it is NOT in your own back yard.   

But without change, without new growth, with-
out new residents, without new businesses and - 
yes, we even need new capital investment - the 
outlook is grim. 

Some express fear that “if we grow we lose our 
small town charm.” By adding new people, new 
businesses and by adding more opportunity we 
increase our survivability. Please note: We can do 
both, we can Grow and we can maintain our small 
town charm. 

Please turn to page 3 to see more about 
small town charm.

Please turn to page 4 to read more about 
growing opportunities for our youth.

Growing Greenlee III 
opens door for GG IV

On the cover

Greenlee County Supervisor David Gomez 
shows off the front page of the Copper Era which 
was published after the March 22 Growing 
Greenlee III symposium and featuring speaker 
Randy Heiss, executive director of SEAGO, with 
the audience doing a “wave” in response to the 
message.

mailto:economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us%0D%0D?subject=economicdevelopment%40co.greenlee.az.us%0D
https://www.facebook.com/greenleeclarion/
https://www.facebook.com/GrowGreenlee/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenleeCountyArizona/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=greenlee%20county%20natural%20wonders&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=greenlee%20county%20natural%20wonders&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=greenlee%20county%20natural%20wonders&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.instagram.com/greenleeaz2020/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/GreenleeAz2020
https://www.eacourier.com/copper_era/news/growing-greenlee-summit/article_08e1f08e-5628-11e9-9a41-bff44a553524.html
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By Ákos Kovach
More than once and not always 

by the same people we have heard 
words to the effect “we want to 
keep our small town charm.” 
News flash: So do the rest of us.

In both Clifton and Duncan, 
even from members of the re-
spective Town Councils, we have 
heard the angst that “we like what 
we have; we don’t want a drive-
through or big box store.” 

So let’s review just a moment. 
Big Box stores are not beating the 
doors down in Greenlee County, 
Stores like Target and Walmart 
have a demographic chart they 
review before even considering a 
new store location. 

Greenlee County simply does 
not meet these criteria, so please 
quit worrying about that.

A drive-through ice cream par-
lor like a Dairy Queen or a drive-
through hamburger shop, on the 
other hand, would do very well, 
especially closer to daily com-
muter traffic points.  

 Why growth?
There are numerous gaps in the 

services, food choices and other 
shopping amenities that our res-
idents want and need. One fun-
ny thing is when you bump into 
these no-growth, no-change folks 
at a store in Safford. 

The reality is unless we keep 
growing our population, adding 
new housing, attracting new em-
ployers and investors, we could 
see additional out-migration of 
our population including our chil-
dren and grandchildren as well as 
erosion and closure of small busi-
nesses. 

Where is the ‘happy medium’? 
Frankly there may never be 100% 
agreement on any of these sus-

Preserving our small-town charm

There are numerous gaps in the services, food 
choices and other shopping amenities that our 
residents want and need.

tainable growth points. The mar-
ketplace dictates what is needed 
and the buying public determines 
which businesses survive. 

Every small business can only 
keep their doors open with cus-
tomers who spend money. 

Some things are very clear – 
Duncan has a charming “down-
town” area, and Clifton has His-
toric Chase Creek Street. But 
the types of stores, the vehicular 
traffic, pedestrian traffic and oth-
er factors keep these two areas 
vibrant and open for opportunity 
for different reasons. 

Please don’t worry about “be-
coming like California.” We un-
doubtedly will not turn into a sub-
urb of Tucson or Phoenix. This is 
Greenlee County, home to rivers, 
valleys, mountains and trails. 

Combine the best aspects of 
Flagstaff, Sedona and Havasu and 
the result?  All of what they offer 
can be found in Greenlee County. 

Want seclusion? Drive up the 
Coronado Trail or Cold Creek 

Highway. Need an airport to park 
your plane? We have one. 

The Greenlee County Tourism 
Council is working hard to keep 
focusing attention on our slice of 
Heaven. The Greenlee Chamber 
of Commerce is ready to help and 
support businesses anywhere in 
the County. 

Can, should we do more?
Can we do more? Yes. Should 

we do more? Yes again. But this 
also means finding a balance be-
tween giving and taking. Want 
more? Give more. Participate, be 
active. Show up. 

April is shaping up to be one of 
the busiest months on the Green-
lee County Event Calendar – but 
sadly many groups ignore events 
that are already scheduled and 
simply press forward with their 
own event on the same day as 
other long-scheduled activities. 

This is sad. It is also count-
er-productive as each event will 

continued on page 4
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likely have fewer participants as 
a result. 

We challenge you today to step 
up. Volunteer at existing events, 
help start up new activities. Be 
a participant, be a shopper, but 
most importantly be there. Look 
at the Calendar of Events then  
get going!

Feedback, questions? 
Email us: economicdevelop-

ment@co.greenlee.az.us or call 
928-865-4762 x 202.

Small town 
charm . . .

continued from page 3

By Ákos Kovach
Let’s begin with our most 

valuable asset, our youth – our 
young people. They have a vision 
of their own, insights and view-
points that previous generations 
sometimes have difficulty em-
bracing. Oops, here we go again, 
this is what “change” looks like!

By adding to our population 
we increase the chance we can 
retain some of our youngest and 
brightest. While some send their 
children away and admonish 
them not to come back, we take 
the position that we not only want 
them back we need them back. 

Past mistakes led us to lose an 
entire school district; do we dare 
risk losing another? 

Or are we prepared to work 
hard on our internal assets and 
share those assets with the out-
side investment world?

It is no secret Greenlee Coun-
ty is in need of new housing. 
We need more rental homes and 
apartments and we need them to 

be affordable. This void is cur-
rently being filled and addressed 
but only on an incremental basis. 

However the strong prospect 
an organization comprised of  
Builders, developers, Real Estate 
professionals, Title Company 
officials, insurance agents, mort-
gage lenders, construction loan 
lenders, land owners and land 
buyers coming together to ad-
dress needs - risks, opportunities, 
water resources and  many other 
factors we may well be witness-
ing a new trend. 

Youth in leadership
A new trend that embraces the 

face of youth in leadership po-
sitions. A new trend in accept-
ing worthwhile and sustainable 
change. 

We learned volumes from the 
audience at GG III. We learned 
even more from the strong cast 
of speakers that traveled far 
and wide to support the ongo-
ing movement called Growing 

Growing Greenlee IV is coming!
Greenlee. (See their power point 
presentations online).

And as everyone knows, this 
also means that the original strat-
egy will evolve, it must adapt to 
new ideas, new input and add 
new leadership roles. Join us in 
this great effort, call 928-865-
4762 with your ideas, feedback 
and input. Ask for AK.
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By Phil Ronnerud
Road Districts come in sever-

al flavors. One district is strictly 
for maintenance, another is for 
improving roads; sometimes a 
County needs to annex a road 
into their system. 

All districts are created by res-
idents to improve the infrastruc-
ture and all are locally funded 
through a portion of their proper-
ty tax. 

Improved roads increase prop-
erty value, decrease dust, control 
drainage and resulting erosion. 
The cost is a burden to property 
owners and traffic speeds will in-
crease as roads are improved. 

Prior to Statehood the same 
questions about roads were de-
bated as they are today. Who 
should pay for roads, the mainte-
nance, and how to equitably dis-
tribute limited funds? The needs 
continue to be far greater than the 
money available. 

Voters approve HURF
To illustrate the interest in 

roads, Highway User Revenue 
Funds (HURF) were placed in 
Arizona’s constitution by the vot-
ers! The use of these funds has 
been discussed and cussed ever 
since. 

The Legislature has chosen to 
spend some of HURF on the De-
partment of Public Safety (DPS) 
so funds previously used for DPS 
could be used elsewhere. 

Most County’s rely exclusive-
ly on HURF funds for road main-
tenance. In short, less funding,re-
sults in poorer roads. 

But what about people who 
split and sell parcels? They are 
not required to make road im-
provements. The buyer is not 

What are road districts?

burdened with the cost of im-
provement initially. Generally, 
any improvements wanted are 
the responsibility of the property 
owner. 

Larger counties will often cre-
ate bonding districts to deal with 
improvements to roads and asso-
ciated facilities of regional sig-
nificance. In the large Counties, 
road districts are used more often 
than the less populated areas.  
 

County maintenance
Currently, the County can 

maintain or build roads request-
ed by the residents and approved 
by the Board of Supervisors. The 
conditions are established by law. 

Maintenance can be performed 
on roads not owned by the Coun-
ty, built prior to 1990, and have 
been continuously maintained. 
Again, the Board would need to 
decide to add a road to the main-
tenance list.

Locally, the four different 
roads district types allow neigh-
borhoods to improve roads and 
self-fund improvements and/or 
maintenance. The districts have 
not achieved a high level of pop-
ularity. Strong, local leadership 

is needed to create and operate 
the districts. While not difficult, 
persistent is needed to establish a 
Road District. 

What is improvement district?
For County residents looking 

for ways to minimize the effects 
of dust from dirt roads, maintain 
access to their property in bad 
weather, or simply improve the 
appearance of their community, a 
County Road Improvement Dis-
trict may be the answer.

The State of Arizona authoriz-
es the creation of improvement 
districts in unincorporated areas 
(areas located outside city limits) 
for the purposes of making local 
improvements such as paving, 
re-paving, grading, re-grading, or 
to improve all, or any portion of, 
one or more streets in a proposed 
district.

The State Statute (ARS Title 
48, Chapter 6) also provides a 
means to pay for the improve-
ments by assessing property 
owners for the construction, op-
eration and maintenance of im-
provements and streets within the 
district.

Click here to read more

https://growinggreenlee.org/2019/04/learning-about-road-improvement-districts/
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To the Editor:
Greenlee County has not one but two Opportuni-

ty Zone designated areas
It means that investors will get major tax breaks 

for long term investments in businesses in these 
zones. 

The Arizona Commerce Dept.  is working to get 
clarity from the US Dept. of Treasury and the IRS 
regarding how Opportunity Funds will have to be 
structured and how they will be certified. We will 
publish what types of investments are permissible; 
how tax breaks will be administered, etc. Please 
stay tuned — we will share whatever we learn!
Shawn Neidorf , 
Director, Research, Arizona Commerce Dept.

Opportunity Zones
PHOENIX — The Wildlife for Tomorrow Foun-

dation is soliciting nominations for this year’s in-
ductees into the Arizona Outdoor Hall of Fame.

The Outdoor Hall of Fame annually recognizes 
individuals and organizations that have made sig-
nificant and lasting contributions toward Arizona’s 
wildlife, the welfare of its natural resources, and 
the state’s outdoor heritage.

Nominations will be accepted through April 30, 
2019. To submit a nomination, download a form 
(found on the Arizona Outdoor Hall of Fame web 
page), complete it and return a scanned copy along 
with all supplemental materials to:

Rebecca Bouquot
wildlifefortomorrow@gmail.com
This year’s inductees will be honored in August 

at the annual Outdoor Hall of Fame Banquet.
Past Outdoor Hall of Fame inductees have been 

individuals with backgrounds in wildlife volunteer-
ism, corporate leadership, politics, wildlife and the 
media.

Outdoor hall of fame

The 29th Annual Jim Brinkerhoff Youth Triath-
lon will be held in the Town of Pima on April 19 
and 20. Mons Larson is the 2019 race director.

April 19 – Check-in and Dance (5:30-to 9 p.m.)
April 20 – Races (7-noon.)
The short distances geared to youth and families. 

Ages 11 years and up. (75 meters swim, 6 miles on 
a bike, 1.5 miles run.)

There is a $30 registration fee which includes 
shirt, gear bag, and a finish medal for those who 
finish the race. This is a professionally timed event. 
(Registration is $40 starting April 9th)

Sign up at http://jbyouthtriathlon.org

Youth Triathlon coming

https://www.wildlifefortomorrow.org/
https://www.wildlifefortomorrow.org/
http://jbyouthtriathlon.org
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Bye to Dee Porter
With sadness we bid farewell 

to Dolores Porter, who recently 
resigned. She is already missed 
as she was always so pleasant to 
work with. Her new friends and 
colleagues wish her the best.

“You don’t know what you 
don’t know.” First in a series of 
Small Business Training efforts 
co-sponsored by the Cochise 
College SBDC, PTAC, and Ft. 
Huachuca Small Business Pro-
fessional for OSBP-APG/Hua-
chuca Division.

This workshop is designed to 
help small businesses start their 
journey in the world of Govern-
ment Contracting.

This class will take place on 
Thursday, April 25, from 8 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. in the Lecture Hall at 
the Cochise College Downtown 
Center located at 2600 E. Wilcox 
Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635.

Cost to attend is $25 per per-
son and does include handouts.

Our first presenter, Sonya 
DeLucia-Small Business Pro-
fessional for OSBP-APG/Hua-
chuca Division, will provide a 
wide range of information to 
assist Small Businesses with un-
derstanding the public laws and 
regulations which govern the re-
quirements for Small Business 
Programs.  

These small business laws and 
regulations form the framework 
for what we do and why we do it.  

Also included will be Small 
Business Incentive Programs, 
how to identify as a small busi-
ness, how small business pro-
grams work, small business as-
sessment (covers the assessment 
of small business firms in prepa-

You have your business set up. Now what?
ration for solicitations ans source 
selection), how to market to the 
federal government, understand-
ing the contracting process, and 
information resources and FAQs.

Our next presenter, Robert 
Mucci- USDA Program, Interna-
tional Trade Specialist, and Gov-
ernment Contracting Specialist, 
will discuss how to register in 
SAM, data mining for potential 
contracts, and VA verification.  
He will also provide information 
on the services offered by the 
Procurement and Technical As-
sistance Center (PTAC). 

Our final presenter, Rob 
Noone, consultant, will be dis-
cussing the many resources that 
are available for small businesses 
looking to do government con-

tracting.  Some of these resourc-
es include the Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC), 
Small Business Administration 
(SBA), the Office of Government 
Contracting, and more.  He will 
also discuss networking through 
local organizations and at events.

A brief survey will be given to 
determine specific areas of inter-
est to small businesses that can 
be presented at a later date in the 
series.

Seating is limited to the first 
110 paid participants.  Deadline 
to register is April 19.  Please 
click on the link below to register.

For questions or to register,  
please contact Rachel Norton at 
520-515-5478 or nortonr@coch-
ise.edu.
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Upcoming activities
4/5 6 p.m., Blue Door Sanctuary, 11th annual Polly Rosenbaum Dinner. Tickets are $40. 
Click here for more details.

4/6 Animal shots, throughout the day at various locations. See poster in this issue. 

4/6-7 All day, Duncan and Lordsburg, Javelina Chase. See poster in this issue.

4/8 5 and 7:30 p.m., County softball fields parking lot, Morenci, Culpepper & Merriweather 
Circus.

4/10 and each other Wednesday 10-4, Clifton Farmer’s Market, Clifton Train Depot.

4/11-13 41st annual Morenci Lions Club High School Baseball Tournament.

4/13 10 a.m. to 11 p.m., Greenlee County Fairgrounds, Spring Rampage. See poster in this 
issue.

4/13 10-2, Greenlee County Cooperative Extension in Duncan, Master Gardener class on 
plant propagation. Fee is $15 for general public. Pack a lunch.

4/19-20 9-4 both days, Gila Native Plant Nursery at Discovery Park, Safford, native plant 
sale by Gila Watershed Partnership. See poster in this issue.

4/25 Reentry Employer Forum. See poster in this issue.

4/25 and /29 10 a.m. on the 25th at Duncan Public Library and at 11 a.m. on the 29th at the 
Church of New Beginnings in Morenci, Life after Loss: A Grief and Bereavement Support 
Group. Call 928.228.3935 for details.

4/26 9:30-3:30,Clifton Parish Center, 555 Coronado Blvd., Greenlee County Caregiver Edu-
cation Conference. See poster in this issue.

4/27 Greenlee Country Club located in York, Mt Graham Safe House Golf Tournament. 

5/11 10 a.m., Chase Creek Historic Business District, inauguration of Chase Creek’s Second 
Saturday. Browse the shops, eat the food, enjoy the music.

For more calendar items, click here.
Read through this magazine for other announcements.
See Morenci School District calendar at its website.

https://www.facebook.com/events/2372220889469133/
https://gcadmin.redhammer.net/miscellaneous/A5ED5F86-10A8-404A-AA57B5A1E066A4DC/pdf/Events%20Calendar.pdf
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The Morenci Lions Club and 
Morenci Schools will host a Golf 
Tournament April 27.

The Mt. Graham Safehouse 
Golf Tournament is scheduled for 
Saturday April 27 at the Greenlee 
Country Club located in York.  

The format will be a four per-
son scramble with prizes award-
ed to the first three teams, longest 
drive and the closest to the pin. 

The entry fee is only $50 per 
person and hole sponsorships are 
available for $100 each.  Lunch is 
provided for all the participants.

One of the highlights of the 
event is a razzle dazzle raffle of 
prizes and auction items.  The 
Tournament is sponsored in part 
by the Morenci Lions Club and 
Morenci Schools.  Each year the 
event attracts about 50 golfers.

This is the single largest fund 
raiser for the Mt Graham Safe-
house, a most worthy cause.  
Registrations will be accepted up 
through the morning of the Tour-
nament.  For information please 
contact Tom Powers at 928-865-
2822.

Safe House
golf tourney

Lion’s baseball
The Morenci Lions Club will 

host the 41st annual Morenci Li-
ons Club High School Baseball 
Tournament on April 11-13. The 
games will be played at Francis 
Waldorf Stadium on the Morenci 
High School campus. 

This year we will have 12 
teams competing for a total of 
19 scheduled games. New to 
the tournament this year will be 
the Lake Washington Kangs (for 
Kangaroos) from Kirkland Wash-
ington! This team was looking 
for an outstanding tournament in 

a warm climate so they sought an 
invitation. 

Other teams competing this 
year will be the Morenci Wild-
cats, the Duncan Wildkats, Saf-
ford Bulldogs, Thatcher Eagles, 
Pima Roughriders, Willcox Cow-
boys, Valley Union Blue Devils, 
Miami Vandals, Phoenix Chris-
tian Cougars, Mogollon Mus-
tangs, and the St. Johns Redskins.

Games will start each day at 8 
a.m. For additional information 
contact Tom Powers at 928-865-
2822

The MHS-CHS Alumni Asso-
ciation & Scholarship Foundation 
changed dates and venues for the 
Spring Fling Craft & Vendor Fair. 

It will be held May 4th (Cinco 
de Mayo) weekend. The town of 
Clifton suggested the event move 
to the Clifton RV Park ballfield 
and playground area due to our 
increasing attendance and better 
parking.

So far it has 20 vendors, craft-
ers & artists for the event. All 
monies raised from space fees 
and raffle tickets goes to the 
scholarship fund. 

The Association will also be 
selling our popular, limited first 
edition cookbook with over 700 
recipes contributed by alumni 
and featuring recipes from both 
the old Morenci High School & 
Clifton High School Cafeterias, 
old Morenci/Clifton  restaurants 
and some Home Economics 
Class favorites.

Spring Fling

New Duncan bus
Tom Powers, Greenlee County 

School Superintendent, is pleased 
to announce the acquisition of a 
new 72-passenger bus for Dun-
can Unified School District!  

The bus was awarded as part 
of the Arizona Governor’s Office 
Volkswagen Air Quality Settle-
ment.   

Greenlee County was able to 
secure this award after participat-
ing in a meeting with the Gover-
nor’s representatives in Phoenix.  
Powers attended that meeting and 
represented Greenlee County so 
well that a very positive award 
was made. 

This section of awards includ-
ed a total of 45 buses designated 
for eligible counties outside the 
two urban areas.  Part of the de-
termination on which counties re-
ceived awards focused on student 
population. 

Greenlee County was fortunate 
to receive this bus due to low en-
rollment. Had Mr. Powers not ac-
tively participated in this meeting 
the bus would likely have been 
awarded to another eligible coun-
ty.

Country Chic Art Gallery and 
Crafter’s Boutique is sponsoring 
Trade Days located at 205 Old 
West Highway in Duncan. The 
first one will be March 22nd and 
23rd.  Friday evening will be 
from 4 PM to 7 PM.  Saturday 
will be 10 AM to 3 PM. This is 
not a farmers market or craft fair; 
it is a homebased business expo 
that is very popular in many oth-
er states.  We are excited to bring 
it to Duncan.  All of our home-
based businesses are invited to 
come showcase their services or 
products.  Local authors will con-
duct writers workshops and book 
signings.  Local soap maker will 
demonstrate soap making.  

If you have any questions 
please contact Sharon Hjorth at 
928.660.1647. 

Duncan Trade Days
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AmeriCorps is seeking highly 
motivated individuals to serve as 
AmeriCorps members in Arizo-
na!

What is AmeriCorps?
AmeriCorps offers a variety of 

service opportunities, from the 
classroom to the outdoors, and 
everything in between. No mat-
ter what you’re passionate about, 
where you’re from, or why you 
choose to serve, AmeriCorps 
is your chance to be the greater 
good. AmeriCorps matches ded-
icated service members with Ari-
zona-based organizations to tack-
le some of our state’s toughest 
challenges with local solutions. 
For more information, please vis-
it americorps.gov

Who are ideal candidates to 
serve in Arizona AmeriCorps 
programs?

Ideal candidates are at least 17 
years of age, high school grad-
uates (or equivalent), pass a na-
tional service criminal history 
check, and be a US citizens or 
Lawful Permanent Resident. 

Ideal candidates are dedicated 
to strengthening communities, 
seek to refine their professional 
skills and develop their leader-
ship skills. 

What are the Benefits of Serv-
ing in AmeriCorps?

→ Modest living allowance (in 
most cases)

→ Education award to help pay 
for college/vocational training

→ Student loan deferment
→ Specialized training
→ Professional development 
→ A new network of profession-

al connections
→ New Career opportunities

How do I apply to be an Ameri-
Corps member?

Joining AmeriCorps is an op-
portunity of a lifetime. Complet-
ing the official application will be 
your first step in becoming part of 
the National Service family. 

Looking for AmeriCorps members
The application process takes 

commitment and we’re here to 
help you every step of the way. 

Visit the site to walk through 
the steps you’ll need to follow to 
complete and submit your appli-
cation.

https://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps
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To the Editor:
Thank you for your interest in helping us 

spread the word about the Foster Care Re-
view Board (FCRB) Volunteer Program and 
the urgent need to fill three vacancies on our 
Greenlee Foster Care Review Board.

I enjoyed participating in the Chamber of 
Commerce mixer.  The “can do” approach, 
innovation and networking in your commu-
nity is outstanding, and the energy and am-
bition is infectious. 

I just left you a voice message, as I want 
to follow up on our brief discussion, and ex-
plore any suggestions you have. 

We are hoping an article highlighting the 
important role of our Greenlee County Fos-
ter Care Review Board volunteers. Also oth-

er important April/May events: 
April - National Child Abuse Prevention 

Month (time to recognize how we each play 
a part in promoting the social and emotional 
wellbeing of children and families in com-
munities.)

April 7-13 - National Volunteer Appreci-
ation Week.

May -  National Foster Care Awareness 
month. 

Again, thank you for the time and help.    

Sandy Guizzetti
FCRB Regional Manager
Phone 520/388-4300
Sguizzetti@courts.az.gov
Website:  www.AZFCRB.org

Foster Care board members needed


