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January Clarion
Deadline for submitting articles for the De-

cember Clarion is December 30. The issue will 
be published on January 7.

Greenlee County social media

To keep track of activities going on in Green-
lee County, you will want to follow our pages on 
Facebook and other social media. Follow, like, 
comment and add to the conversation.

Facebook pages:

Greenlee Clarion

Growing Greenlee

Greenlee County

Greenlee County Tourism

Greenlee County Natural Wonders

Other social media

GreenleeAz2020 (Instagram)

GrowingGreenlee (Twitter)

On the Cover

Rose Garcia is the Executive Director of Tierra 
del Sol Housing Corporation in Las Cruces. She 
will be a keynote speaker at the Women’s Career 
Expo here Jan. 18. 

‘Tis the Season

Festivals, celebrations, parties – but mostly 
grateful to you, our readers

May we never forget to use these two 
important words: Thank you!

We thank you for your feedback. We appre-
ciate your calls, texts, emails and posts to 

Social Media and our blog pages. But most 
of all the support you provide to encourage 

us to keep publishing, to help us promote this 
amazing County and to persevere even when 
there is nothing ahead but obstacles – thank 

you. Sometimes the folks we count on the most 
do not speak up, but then – out of seemingly 

nowhere – the strength, love and support from 
total strangers, friends and neighbors sustain 

us. Thank you.

This month’s Greenlee Clarion is in two parts. 
The first is more traditional, with important 
news about our county and about economic 

development.

The second part focuses on another part of 
the economy, and that is shopping. It includes 

photos of many local businesses to gve you 
ideas about where you can do your lost-minute 

shopping.
 

So from all of us to all of you – 

Merry Christmas, 
Feliz Navidad, 

Boldog Karácsonyt!

Ákos Kovach

akovach@greenlee.az.gov
http://www.greenlee.az.gov
https://www.facebook.com/greenleeclarion/
https://www.facebook.com/GrowGreenlee/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenleeCountyArizona/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=greenlee%20county%20natural%20wonders&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=greenlee%20county%20natural%20wonders&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=greenlee%20county%20natural%20wonders&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.instagram.com/greenleeaz2020/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/GreenleeAz2020
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2nd Women’s Career Expo coming

Rose Garcia is the Executive Director of Tier-
ra del Sol Housing Corporation Las Cruces, N.M.  
Through her visionary leadership over the course of 
39 years, she has collaboratively grown the Tierra 
del Sol mutual self-help housing services program 
that has been in operation for 46 years. 

Rose, who is pictured on this month’s magazine 
cover, feels fortunate to be identified with the or-
ganization that was inspired by local farm worker 
residents and has become as an exemplary region-
al and national organization to provide residents 
who earn low and moderate income with affordable 
housing, rural infrastructure and community eco-
nomic development. 

She is recognized locally with the community 
base as well as nationally in being a strong advocate 
leader and of change in affordable rural housing and 
economic development.

Rose has dedicated her professional life to the 
service of others. Her tireless work has advanced 
the economic and social living conditions of the 
working poor in rural America and in particular the 
farm workers and the elderly living in Southwest 
colonias.  

Rose’s work has focused on the development af-

The Second Annual Women’s Career Expo is 
coming to Greenlee County Jan. 18. You start-
ed reading about it in the Clarion last month; this 
month we’ll start looking at the speakers.

As with last year, it will be held on a Saturday to 
offer working moms, young ladies still in school, 
and other professional women a chance to partic-
ipate. 

It will be held Saturday, January 18, 2020 from 
9-1 at 550 N. Coronado Blvd. the Bingo Hall). 

This event is designed to encourage women to 
come together and feel inspired, uplifted and em-
powered. 

The event is devoted to personal growth by of-
fering networking opportunities for connections 
personally and professionally.  We will cover many 
topics such as business opportunities, healthy liv-
ing, landing a job while at the Expo, access to capi-
tal for entrepreneurs and much more.

We will present you with introductions to orga-

nizations who want to help you build a stronger 
community. We will have information on resources 
available and around our amazing community plus  
businesses on site ready to hire you!

If you are returning to work, looking for work, 
want information to start or grow your own busi-
ness, or simply want to get out and network, this is 
the event for you. 

Do not miss out on this opportunity. Attendees 
who register by Jan. 9 will enjoy a light lunch, lots 
of door prizes, women’s outdoor apparel and lots 
more. The event will start on time, and end on time 
– but we also have some special break-out sessions 
that will be available after the close of the event for 
those who wish to go one-on-one with speakers or 
special reasons.

For more information please contact Erica Gon-
zalez, Greenlee County Economic Development 
Coordinator Assistant at 928-865-4762 or by e-mail 
at egonzalez@greenlee.az.gov.

Speaker Rose Garcia
fordable single-family homes, multifamily rental-
housing, preserving older owner-occupied homes 
and fostering small businesses in the colonias along 
the New Mexico, Texas, and the Mexican border 
corridor. 

She has devoted hard work and continues as a 
voice to advocate for the needs of the community at 
the local, state, regional and national levels.

Rose’s advocacy work advanced the volunteer 
advisory boards and committees. In 1980, she was 
a founding member of the Board of Directors for 
the National Rural Housing Coalition in Washing-
ton, D.C., that does legislative information and ad-
vocacy.  

In 1995, she was a founding member of the Rural 
Low-Income Support Corporation (LISC) and was 
dubbed as one of the founding mothers.  Additional-
ly, through her national advocacy for rural America, 
she helped found the initial National Rural Alliance 
of the Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation, 
also known NeighborWorks America.  

She is proud to have been one of the leaders 
founding National Association for Latino Com-
munity Asset Builders. Numerous significant posts 

continued on page 5

https://tdshc.org/
https://tdshc.org/
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include serving as the Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Dallas as Vice Chairperson for the first original 
Affordable Housing Program Advisory Board; the 
Border Fair Housing and Equity Advisory Board 
for West Texas and Southern New Mexico; ap-
pointed by Congressman Silvestre Reyes to serve 
as Federal Reserve Bank Community Commission 
representing TX-New Mexico and the BBVA Com-
pass Bank Advisory Committee.  

At the state level she served on the New Mexico 
Mortgage Finance Authority Advisory Council for 
Affordable Housing.  Rose was recently appointed 
by New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham 
to serve on the New Mexico Construction Indus-
tries Commission.  She has served many numerous 
local volunteer committees.

While Rose has lived an active life in community 
service, she gives credit to the Tierra del Sol board 
leaders, the mentors and many staff.  Rose treasures 
her personal relation of the Garcia family which is 
her sons Richard and Aaron, seven grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren.

Rose sums up her diverse community work as 
has not been just a job “it has been a way of life that 
she has been extremely fortunate to serve.” 

Come back next month for more on the event.

Rose Garcia . . .
continued from page 3

San Carlos Tribe rejects 
pipeline compromise

From The Eastern Arizona Courier
SAN CARLOS — In a letter dated Nov. 1, San 

Carlos Apache Tribal Chairman Terry Rambler said 
a proposal to use the Emery Pipeline to move Gila 
River water onto the reservation “would be a win 
for the GVID (Gila Valley Irrigation District) and a 
loss for the tribe.”

Rambler addressed the letter to the three may-
ors in Graham County — Safford’s Jason Kouts, 
Thatcher’s Bob Rivera and Pima’s C.B. Fletcher.

At issue are rights to water in the Gila River, 
and the Gila Valley Irrigation District-constructed 
Emery Pipeline to deliver water to the San Carlos 
Apache Reservation.

However, while Rambler said the proposal ap-
pears “well intended,” it does not adhere to the 
Globe Equity No. 59 Decree, which details Gila 

click here to read more

Zeolite mines thriving 
south of Safford

From The Eastern Arizona Courier
BOWIE — About 12 miles north of Bowie, 25 

miles southeast of Safford, mines are producing 
an industrial mineral that, among an array of uses, 
has helped clean up after nuclear power plant melt-
downs.

The St. Cloud Mining Company, based in Win-
ston, N.M., operates three zeolite pits — the Cholla, 
Grace and State Lands pits — in the Bowie min-
ing district. In addition to these and its main site in 
Winston, the company operates zeolite mines near 
Rome, Ore., and Ash Meadows in Nevada and Cal-
ifornia.

Natural zeolite — zeolites are also produced in-
dustrially — is formed by chemical reactions when 
volcanic ash falls into a lake. Zeolites act as “mo-
lecular sieves,” filtering out such contaminants as 
ammonia and carbon dioxide at natural gas refin-
eries.

The Bowie pits produce a type of zeolite known 
as chabazite and are the world’s only operating 
high-purity deposit of that mineral, which can be 
used to remove radioactive waste. Chabazite from 
the Bowie area was used in cleanups at Three Mile 
Island and Japan’s Fukushima nuclear power plant. 
Following the latter’s meltdown, sandbags of the 
zeolite were dropped into seawater near the plant to 
adsorb radioactive cesium.

St. Cloud’s Dan Eyde examines zeolites at the com-
pany’s property at Bowie.

click here to read more

https://www.eacourier.com/news/san-carlos-apache-tribe-rejects-emery-pipeline-compromise/article_fb7d0d2c-04a8-11ea-9933-93bcc20e9d72.html
https://www.eacourier.com/news/zeolite-mines-thriving-south-of-safford/article_bb082de0-0353-11ea-9e8d-33b28f95a00f.html
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click here to register

Though Greenlee County may be small, it carries 
some weight at the National Association of Coun-
ties, or NACo, the organization that represents this 
government level nationally.

All three supervisors sit on important committees 
within the organization.

Ron Campbell is on the Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs Policy Steering Committee.

Chairman Richard Lunt is on the Public Lands 
Policy Steering Committee, where he has served for 
9 years. He also was on The Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs for 1 year and the Public Lands Platform  
Rewrite Committee for 1 year.

And David Gomez is on the Economic Develop-
ment Policy Steering Committee.

Campbell recently shared a letter telling of his 
appointment to the National Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs Policy Steering Committee for 2020.

He has served on this steering committee for 5 
years and spent 2 years on the Public Lands Steer-
ing Committee that Chairman Lunt is currently 
serving on.

“This is quite the honor as the state of Arizona 
is limited to 2-3 representatives for each steering 
committee and Greenlee County Supervisors have 
been appointed to 3 different steering committees 
that represent Greenlee County very well,” Camp-
bell said.

Mary Ann Borgeson, President of NACo, told 
Campbell that “a great deal of NACо’s strength is 
in our committees and your active participation re-
flects and reinforces that strength.”

Supervisors on NACo committees

Supervisor Ron Campbell in Washington.

https://clients.azsbdc.net/workshop.aspx?ekey=60390020
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What is the Frisco Float & Trail? 
The Frisco Float & Trail is a vision for enhancing 

the recreational and healthy use of the San Francis-
co River near Clifton by creating clean, safe spac-
es for activities such as kayaking, tubing, wading, 
fishing, birding, and family picnics.

It is also a partnership, including the Greenlee 
County Tourism Council, Gila Watershed Partner-
ship, and representatives from Clifton, Morenci and 
rural Greenlee County as well.

You can help make it a reality! 
The first plastic duck river race; a.k.a “The Great 

Duck Race”, will happen on in Clifton between the 
3 historic bridges along the San Francisco River. 
All funds will go toward planning and permitting to 
create a recreational space along the San Francisco 
River as it flows through Clifton. 

How does The Great Duck Race work? 
You purchase a duck ($10) or two ($20) or three 

($25), and are given a number for each duck. Once 
all 2,000 ducks are sold, a date will be set for the 
race. 

The day of the race, the numbered ducks will be 
released into the San Francisco River at the north-
ernmost bridge and will “race” to the to the south-
ernmost bridge, about a mile. The first duck to cross 
the finish line will earn its owner the grand prize...a 
kayak complete with safety vest and paddle!

Ducks can be purchased by clicking here. For 
more information click here, or call 480-745-0637 
or 928-865-4762.

Great Duck Races benefit
Frisco Float and Trail

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=ZLLFs64ZVWtc_ZUUC29FmOZbFWR-73SL5TARm53b4hDeCO_a3zeBH-Bd8re4GwpqZrS_xW&Z3JncnB0=
https://www.facebook.com/Frisco-Float-Trail-108288740607953/


Greenlee Clarion, December 2019, Page 8

Event:  Start Up Smart: Taking the right steps to 
start your own business.

When:  Thursday, January 23, 2020 @ 6-8PM
Event details:
Are you thinking about starting a business, or 

have you just recently started your own business?
Eastern Arizona College Small Business Devel-

opment Center presents “Start Up Smart: Taking the 
right steps to start your own business”. This event is 
free to the public, and will take place on Thursday, 
January 23, 2020, from 6-8PM, at the EAC Aca-
demic Programs Building, Room #111.

This class will cover all the basics to help entre-
preneurs maximize their success. Learn the top 8 
reason why businesses fail and how to overcome 
them. We will also discuss the resources available 
to help small businesses start, grow and prosper.

Charmaine Chidester, Business Counselor of 
the EAC Small Business Development Center will 
present the following: What to think about ahead of 
time, why businesses fail and how to avoid it, how 
you can increase your chances of survival, basics of 
starting a business, resources and more!

For more information about this event, contact 
the EAC Small Business Development Center at 
(928) 428-8590 or email: sbdc@eac.edu.

Start you own business
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Ntl Miners Day recognizes contributions
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The 

National Mining Association 
(NMA) recognized National 
Miners Day with new polling that 
highlights the importance of min-
ing to everyday life. 

National Miners day, Dec. 6, 
was established to acknowledge 
the contributions and sacrifices 
of our nation’s miners.

“National Miners Day pro-
vides an opportunity to thank our 
nation’s miners, who contribute 
to nearly every aspect of Ameri-
can life,” said Rich Nolan, NMA 
president and CEO. 

“In many ways miners are the 

unsung heroes of our economy, 
supplying the raw materials that 
are necessary for everything from 
smart phones to F-35s, electricity 
to the infrastructure that carries it 
to your home. 

“As technologies advance, our 
need for the products of mining 
increases and our miners contin-
ue to deliver. Surprisingly, most 
people don’t know just how much 
they depend on mining – and the 
hard work of America’s miners.”

When asked about the impor-
tance of mining to their lives, 
just three in 10 Americans iden-
tified mining as important to their 

daily lives, according to polling 
conducted by Morning Consult 
for NMA Nov. 22-24. But when 
reminded of all the industries 
and technologies that rely on the 
products of mining, that number 
rises to 72 percent.

Sixty-five percent of voters 
went on to say that they are sup-
portive of policies that encourage 
domestic mining and the use of 
America’s natural resources.

The national poll was conduct-
ed with 2,195 registered voters, 
and includes a margin of error of 
+/- 2 percent.

Miners keep economic engine running
From Minerals Make Life
It goes without question: 

America needs its minerals min-
ers. Their efforts produce the ma-
terials that are the cornerstones of 
our economy, enabling the prod-
ucts, technologies and infrastruc-
ture that underpin our modern 
life. At more than 400 mining op-
erations across the U.S., miners 
drive our economic engine.

Watch our video to find out 
more about how minerals make 
today’s modern technologies pos-
sible.

Last year alone, U.S. minerals 
mining operations produced raw 
materials valued at an estimated 
$82.2 billion. These materials 
were processed to produce alu-
minum, copper and steel—all of 
which are vital to the defense, 
health, tech and manufacturing 
industries – that were worth $766 
billion. 

U.S. industries used these ma-
terials to contribute approximate-
ly $3.02 trillion to our economy, 
comprising roughly 14 percent of 

the country’s total GDP.
In addition to providing these 

essential resources, the mining 
industry makes significant contri-
butions to the U.S., state and lo-
cal economies through taxes and 
employment. 

In 2017, mining contributed an 
estimated $17 billion in federal, 
state and local taxes. This figure 
doesn’t include more than $42 
billion from additional indirect 
and induced taxes.

Further, the minerals mining 
industry supports more than 1.1 

million jobs, more than 400,000 
of which are direct mining jobs. 
These jobs are key economic 
drivers for states with rich natu-
ral resources. 

Take into consideration that a 
metal-mining job earns an aver-
age of $94,000 a year, nearly 50 
percent more than the average 
household income in the U.S. 
These high-paying jobs provide 
substantial economic support to 
the communities they call home.

The industry is not just in-
click here to read more

https://mineralsmakelife.org/blog/miners-keep-americas-economic-engine-running/
https://mineralsmakelife.org/blog/miners-keep-americas-economic-engine-running/
https://mineralsmakelife.org/blog/miners-keep-americas-economic-engine-running/
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Who will get Census questionnaire first?
 The U.S. Census Bureau has released the Mail 

Contact Strategies Viewer showing how the coun-
try will be asked to respond to the 2020 Census. 
Nearly every household will be invited to respond 
online, by phone or by mail to the census starting in 
mid-March 2020. 

Most areas—about three of every four house-
holds—will receive an invitation to respond online 
(or by phone), while the other households will re-
ceive a paper questionnaire along with an invitation 
to respond online. 

Regardless of which invitation they receive, all 
households that have not yet responded will re-
ceive a paper questionnaire by mid-April. This map 
also shows which households will receive English/
Spanish bilingual invitations and questionnaires.

The interactive map illustrates the contact strate-
gy to inform the public and partners of the Census 
Bureau’s plan to count everyone by geographic lo-
cation for the 2020 Census. A decade of research 
and testing has determined the best way to invite 
everyone to respond to the 2020 Census.

Most households will first receive a letter asking 
them to complete the census questionnaire online 
with information about how to respond online or 
by phone in English plus 12 non-English languages. 
Areas less likely to respond online, approximately 
21.8% of households, will receive a paper question-
naire along with the invitation to respond online or 
over the phone. 

Areas assigned to receive a paper questionnaire 
first have a low self-response rate to the Census Bu-
reau’s ongoing American 
Community Survey (ACS), 
and have either low internet 
response rates, high popu-
lation over age 65, or low 
rate of internet subscrip-
tions.

In addition, the 2020 
Census supports language 
needs across the country. 
All households will receive 
information about how to 
respond in 12 non-English 

languages online and by phone, and about 9.3% of 
households (or 13 million) will receive English/
Spanish bilingual invitations. 

These areas were designated where 20% or more 
of households in a census tract (areas with about 
4,000 households) need Spanish language assis-
tance — defined as households that have at least 
one person age 15 or older who speaks Spanish and 
doesn’t speak English “very well” (based on ACS 
data). Most states (40 out of 50) plus the District 
of Columbia have at least some areas assigned to 
receive English/Spanish invitations. 

These areas may also receive bilingual paper 
questionnaires in the first invitation if they are 
part of an area determined to be less likely to re-
spond online. Regardless of which invitation they 
received, all households that received bilingual in-
vitations and have not yet responded will receive a 
bilingual paper questionnaire by mid-April.

The map released today focuses solely on the 
95% of households who will receive their census 
invitation and/or questionnaire in the mail. 

It does not show the almost five percent of the 
nation’s households that will receive their ques-
tionnaire when a census taker drops it off at their 
home nor does it reflect the less than one percent 
that will be counted in person instead of invited to 
respond on their own. These special areas can in-
stead be viewed in the Type of Enumeration Area 
(TEA) Viewer.

Click here to go to the nomination site.

https://gis-portal.data.census.gov/arcgis/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7ef5c37c68a64ef3b2f1b17eb9287427
https://gis-portal.data.census.gov/arcgis/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7ef5c37c68a64ef3b2f1b17eb9287427
https://www.aaed.com/page/EDDEAwards
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At the recent Greenlee County Chamber mixer, the check for the 
Greenlee County FMI CIF grant changed hands. From left are Mar-
lena Thornberry, Austin Adams, Robert Pollock, Aaron Draper, Kim 
McReynolds, Cecilia Jernigan, Tom Lovett, and Tom Powers.

Clifton (December 11) — Free-
port-McMoRan is pleased to an-
nounce the Freeport-McMoRan 
Foundation will award grants to 
four local projects through the 
Greenlee County Community In-
vestment Fund.

Recipient organizations will 
receive their monetary awards 
and be recognized by members 
of the Community Investment 
Committee at an awards cere-
mony held during the Greenlee 
County Chamber of Commerce 
Mixer December 11 at the Blue 
Door Sanctuary.

“Working in collaboration with 
a range of committed communi-
ty partners, we’re continuing to 
focus on empowering citizens 
through opportunities to acquire 
a broad range of skills, education 
and leadership to foster commu-
nity resilience and transformation 
that leads to sustainability,” said 
Tracy Bame, President, Free-
port-McMoRan Foundation. 

“Vocational skills and educa-
tional attainment lead to health-
ier, higher standards of living 
and transfer beyond mining into 
other areas of the economy, while 
broader leadership abilities sup-
port resilience and self-gover-
nance that enable communities to 
thrive post-mining.”

A committee comprised of lo-
cal community leaders represent-
ing diverse organizations as well 
as two Freeport-McMoRan rep-
resentatives governs the Fund. 

The community leaders were 
selected by members of the 
Greenlee County Community 
Partnership Panel, a stakeholder 
engagement process established 
by Freeport-McMoRan in

2011 to foster open and ongo-

ing dialogue with the community 
and allow the company and the 
community to work together to 
develop thoughtful solutions that 
address community needs. 

Soon after, Community Invest-
ment Funds were established to 
give community leaders the op-
portunity to direct funds from the 
Freeport-McMoRan Foundation 
to address local priority issues.

Since its establishment in 
2011, the Greenlee CIF has in-
vested $2.5 million. The funds 
have gone to programs and proj-
ects that help foster sustainability 
and reduce dependency on any 
single industry by supporting ini-
tiatives that benefit community 
priority areas identified by CPP 
members.

Proposals include those in the 
priority areas of education, en-
vironment, community and eco-
nomic development as well as 
health and wellness.

2019 grant recipients
Greenlee County Noxious 

Weeds Control Program – 
$26,000

This grant will be used to pro-

vide technical training and equip-
ment to landowners in an effort 
to combat noxious weeds that 
decrease land value, forage and 
habitat for domestic and wild an-
imals and negatively impact the 
watershed – ultimately address-
ing the economic and environ-
mental hardship the weeds could 
create if not controlled.

Southeastern Arizona Com-
munity Unique Services (SEA-
CUS) Greenlee County Meals on 
Wheels – $23,000

Funding will increase the num-
ber of homebound seniors served 
by Meals on Wheels by 60 per-
cent. In addition to providing a 
healthy meal, Meals on Wheels 
providers check on the safety of 
residents and provide social inter-
action, allowing them to remain 
in their home and community.

Clifton Beautification Abate-
ment Program – $115,000

Funding will accelerate the 
revitalization of underutilized 
properties and develop aging or 
blighted areas in the Town of 

Freeport CIF grants for Greenlee

Please turn to page 13
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Clifton. Focused growth and revi-
talization activities will stimulate 
new economic activity, enhance 
sales tax generation, and support 
healthy growth and employment 
opportunities.

Duncan High School (DHS)
Welding Lab – TBD*
This investment will be used to 

update the Duncan High School 
welding lab so that students can 
develop their welding skills on 
modern and relevant equipment. 
Career and technical training in 
high school prepares students for 
the workforce. 

Those enrolled in the DHS 
welding program gain the skills 
needed to enter the GIFT Welding 
program offered through Eastern 
Arizona College.

*DHS and Freeport-McMo-
Ran Morenci are collaborating 
to ensure all project infrastruc-
ture and safety considerations are 
met. The final investment amount 
will be determined once all rele-
vant upgrades are identified.

For more information about 
Freeport-McMoRan communi-
ty investments and programs, 
please contact Angie Harmon at 
aharmon@fmi.com or visit Free-
portInMyCommunity.com.

Freeport . . .
continued from page 12

The beginning of a series
Let’s break this down:  Medi-

care comes in three parts.
Part A is hospital care. 
Part B is medical coverage – 

like doctor visits.
and Part D is your prescription 

coverage.  
Simple right? We wish it were 

so!  

Your Part A coverage costs 
nothing monthly but has a large 
deductible that must be paid if 
you have any stay in the hospital, 
it also resets every 60 days. 

Your Part B coverage has a fee 
that is taken out of your social se-
curity check prior to receiving it 
every month and is based on your 
previous 2 years income. The 
Part B fee starts at $144.60 per 
month for 2020.  Then your Part 
B coverage has a deductible of 
$195 per year and an 80/20 split 
(20% being your portion with no 
maximum cap). No cap is a hard 
pill to swallow, wouldn’t you 
say? (pardon the pun)

But qualified, highly trained 
help is available. As an example 
Bankers Life offers simple and 
reasonably priced supplement 
plans that assist in covering your 
“20% portion”. 

Want a simple solution? Part 
A, is automatic and free! Part B, 
we can help you get signed up so 
you avoid that trip to the social 
security office and pay a penalty 
fee for the rest of your life.  

Bankers Life can add an af-
fordable supplement plan that can 
fit your budget (and in many cas-
es less expensive than your cov-
erage through work) which then 
benefits you so you only have to 
pay the $197 deductible per year 

(all other fees are covered by the 
supplement). 

Part D, is customized to each 
client based on their RX (pre-
scription) needs and reviewed 
yearly with your customer ser-
vice agent. If you are turning 65 
within the next 6 months or are 
already 65+ please you are en-
couraged to reach out for a plan 
or review of your current cover-
age. 

*An area that’s not covered by 
any major medical or Medicare 
that Bankers Life does special-
ize in is post hospital care (Short 
Term & Long-Term Care Options 
available).  Statistics show that 
70% of folks over the age of 65 
will need some sort of care, ei-
ther in the home or in a facility 
but this area is not a covered ben-
efit and the number one cause of 
bankruptcy in retirees. Let Bank-
ers Life protect you and all that 
you’ve worked so hard to earn!

We serve Greenlee County and 
are here to help you put all the 
puzzle pieces together for your 
personal needs! Bankers Life 
Agents:

Nadine Kaakouche – 480-516-
6812 Cell

Kyle Ruiter – 515-851-1587 
Cell

Is Medicare puzzling you, too?

Christmas bird count
PHOENIX — Enjoy a wild-

life-viewing experience and help 
wildlife conservation at the same 
time by volunteering to help out 
in one or more Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) events. 

The count program is a winter 
bird population survey that has 
been coordinated annually by the 

National Audubon Society for 
over a century. 

For each couny, volunteers  
will go afield for one calendar 
day between Dec. 14 and Jan. 5 
to record every bird species and 
every individual bird sighted.

To learn more about the count, 
click here.

http://azfo.org/CBC/2019_2020.html
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By Ákos Kovach
This article is intended to keep the reader aware 

of how to protect themselves from soulless scoun-
drels taking aim to harm everyone from children to 
senior citizens – they will do damage to your eco-
nomic viability unless you remain alert.

Scene 1 - A hacker obtains the social security 
number you secured for your newborn child. From 
that point forward a ‘new person’ exists in cyber 
world. The hacker can sell the social number or use 
it to create credit card accounts. Loans, and number 
of accounts from grocery stores to big box stores. 
Add a little ponzi to the mix and in the blink of an 
eye hundreds of thousands of dollars of debt can be 
charged leaving in its wake a destroyed credit his-
tory for a child not even out of diapers.

Moral of the story? Guard your records, protect 
your banking information, stop using pin numbers 
(how do I stop using a pin when all you have is a 
debit card? Virtually all credit card machines allow 
you to skip the pin by using the card as a credit 
card, ask the cashier – how do I make this a credit 
card for your machine? Some places it is the red 
button, others use the yellow button but the option 
is YOURS.

Scene 2 - So stop these problems before they get 

you. Guard your social security number, if you give 
it to anyone make sure you know their name, who 
they work for – hospital – mortgage broker – be 
sure you know who you are dealing with.

Highly under cyber-attack these days are senior 
citizens. Loving trusting souls who have worked 
their entire lives as honest, dependable people and 
in a moment of illness or confusion they give up 
confidential information to culprits with no con-
science.

On your own, find out how to establish a credit 
freeze on your credit profile. It means just like it 
sounds, you can place a freeze on your credit un-
less you specifically authorize your credit to be ac-
cessed.

If you think you have been scammed into reveal-
ing confidential information please call 911, report 
the incident and provide as many details as you can.

Synthetic IDs – a cautionary tale

By Ákos Kovach
 Morenci Lions Club has been giving a helping 

hand to local indigent families for over 20 years.
This year they will serve 30 families and some 

68 kids. Each child will receive 3 presents, while 
those who are 14 years or older get gift cards. Each 
family is provided a full Christmas Dinner with all 
the fixins.

On top of that each family is given 4 food boxes.
The Lions Club is assisted by Nicole Verdugo 

from the Greenlee County Health Dept. This amaz-
ing team wraps up all the gifts – and even though 
they don’t know family names – just ages and gen-
der  everything is made to be as personalized as 
possible. The on Dec 23rd the food and gifts and 
delivered all over York, Duncan & Clifton.

Kudos’ to the Morenci Lions Club and all their 
members for this very special giving event.

Lions to the rescue
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Thanks to modern flow monitoring a catastrophic flooding, notice and alert can be generated hours ahead 
of a serious flood danger. So while most of the year, year in and year out, the rivers rise and fall depending 
on mountain rains and snow melt, if there is a threat, the public is alerted well in advance. In the mean-
time, fishing is great! (Photo by Ákos Kovach.)

By Ákos Kovach
Song requests are welcomed by the guitar 

pickin’, tambourine playin’ group of singers that 
gather at the Fresh Market in Duncan every so of-
ten. They plan to get together again on Saturday 
Dec 14 ahead of the Rockin’ Around the Christmas 
Tree Celebration in Duncan.

Everyone is welcome to join in the signing, bring 
an instrument and enjoy the tunes from a wide va-
riety of music interests. The Fresh Market is open 

Trip down Memory Lane

Fridays and Saturdays from 10 am until 5 pm – serv-
ing a unique smorgasbord of fresh produce, baked 
goods, fresh from the water seafood, and pizza’s! 
Call (602) 363-6519.

The Fresh Market at the Old Cotton Gin – just a 
short drive up Virden Road in Duncan.

Bisbee in running for $$$
From The Herald/Review

The eclectic, historic mining town of Bisbee has 
made it on many Top 10 lists and now it is on one 
which could bring a $500,000 makeover and be the 
focus of the Small Business Revolution (SBR), an 
online show sponsored by the Deluxe Corporation.

Deluxe is a company which has grown far be-
yond its original purpose of providing checks for 
businesses and personal bank accounts. It now in-
cludes marketing, design and promotional products, 
with a focus on small business.

SBR is a way for small towns and their under-
click here to read more

https://www.myheraldreview.com/news/bisbee/bisbee-small-businesses-in-running-for-half-million-dollar-renovation/article_403df5ec-1acb-11ea-8a27-6b9def7ca779.html#utm_source=myheraldreview.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Fmorning-blend%2F%3F-dc%3D1576069220&utm_medium=email&utm_content=read%20more
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Christmas shopping
opportunities

Chase Creek Marketplace, Clifton.

H&S Western Wear, Morenci. Circle K, Clifton.

Merle’s Auto Supply, Morenci

Basha’s, Morenci.
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At Greenlee County Courthouse, Clifton.

Country Chic, Duncan.

Town & Country Supply, Duncan.

Hilda’s Kitchen & Meat Market, Duncan.

Gila Health/Walton Pharmacy, Morenci.

If you’re wondering
how a business can

help you at Christmas,
think “gift certificates.”
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Gi’mee’s, Duncan.

NAPA Auto Parts, Clifton.

Conoco, Morenci.

Coronado Beauty Shop, Clifton.

Dollar General, Clifton.

Granny’s Attic, Clifton.
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Blessed & Obsessed Boutique, Clifton.

Miner’s Diner, Morenci.

Ace Hardware, Morenci.

Morenci Motel & Restaurant, Morenci.

Historical Museum / Gift Shop, Clifton.

PJ’s Restaurant, Clifton.
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Nabor Barber Shop, Clifton.

Daley Diner, Clifton.

Rock-a-Buy Rock Shop, Duncan.


