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MARTIN C. SCHREINER

1909-1986

Matt Schreiner, a founding member of the
Metropolitan Chapter of the New York State
Archaeological Association, died at his
College Point home on November 29, 1986.
He was 77 years old.

Matt was a valued member of the Flushing
Historical Society Anthropology Group.
Formed before World War IT, the group,
consisting of Carlyle Smith, John E. Wilson,
Matt, and myself, would conduct weekend
field investigations at endangered archae—
ological sites in Brooklyn, Queens, and
Nassau Counties. Though never having had
the benefits of a university education,
Matt was, nonetheless, well read and keenly
interested in local archaeology.

Matt was the first of our group to put on
an army uniform, serving in the African
and European theatres. Upon his return
home, Matt, like the rest of us, faced

new responsibilities. He always maintained
his attachment to archaeology. He undertook
numerous local field investigations with
Julius Lopez and Stanley Wisniewski. Matt
and Stanley would later spend much time
conducting research at Miller Place,
Stanley's sumer home.

I will miss Matt's quiet smile, his wry
humor, and his companionship. His field
notes are in my possession. The artifacts
recovered from his field investigations,
many of which formed part of the corpus

of information in Carlyle Smith's doctorate
dissertation, have been gifted to several
MmuSeums.

- Ralph S. Solecki
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EDITOR’S NOTE:

As reported in Newsday on February 14, 1987 ("It’s Driving History:
Landmark Designation for 34 Miles of Parkway; Southern, Northern
States Excluded" by William Bunch), the New York State Parks
Department announced the eligibilities of the Ocean, Loop, Bay
State and Bethpage State Parkways, and that portion of the Wantagh
Parkway and Meadowbrook Parkway south of the Southern State
Parkway, as historic and state landmarks. The Parkways, however,
still need to be formally nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places. The Northern and Southern State Parkways were not
included on the list because, as Newsday attributed to Julia
Stokes, the Parks Department Deputy Commissioner for Historic
Preservation, "they {the parkways) had been widened or otherwise
changed since Moses planned them or because major stretches had
been built within the last 50 years."

The following article is excerpted from "A Cultural Resource Survey
Report: TRN 0.14," which was submitted to the New York State Museum
in January of 1985. Bear in mind that the original paper reported
on the cultural impact of proposed NYSDOT alterations to the
Northern State Parkway (between Glen Cove Road and the Wantagh
State Parkway). It is printed in the wake of the recent Parks
Department decision.

NORTHERN STATE PARKWAY
WESTBURY, NASSAU COUNTY

EDWARD J. JOHANNEMANN and LAURIE SCHROEDER

Perhaps the most significant aspect of the
[ong Island Parkway system was the conception
underlying its construction. When Robert
Moses conceived the parkway system, "driving
in automobiles had then still been thought of
primarily as pleasure, a pursuit for
comfortable middle—class or wealthy fathers
(the only fathers who could afford
automobiles) taking their families for an
outing, just as driving horse-drawn carriages
had been a pursuit for pleasure (Caro 1974)."
Therefore, "he wanted the parkways to be
broader and more beautiful than any roads the
world had ever seen, landscaped as private
parks are landscaped so that they would be,
in themselves, parks, 'ribbon parks,' so that
even as people drove to parks, they would be
driving through parks (Caro 1974)."

The parkways, then, were constructed '"through
thinly populated suburbs or open countryside
and were designed to carry only cars (Caro
1974)." 1In order to ensure that traffic was

restricted to private vehicles, the New York
Parkway Law of 1906 was passed. It is
reputed to have been the first adopted in the
United States to limit or control access to
public roads (Labatut and Lane 1972).

In order to administrate the acquisition,
construction, and maintenance of the state
parks and their parkways, Moses also proposed
the Long Island State Park Commission to
which then Govenor Alfred E. Smith appointed
Moses as president in 1924 (Caro 1974).

Until the mid-1970s, the Long Island State
Parkway Authority maintained the parkways

in the manner in which Moses had intended.

In 1977, however, Governor Hugh L. Carey
transferred jurisdiction of the parkways to
the New York State Department of Transportation
(Mallamo and Newton 1984). The character of
of the parkways has since undergone severe
alterations that are not in keeping with the
original Moses concept.















