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MARTIN C. SCHREINER

1909-1986

Matt Schreiner, a founding member of the
Metropolitan Chapter of the New York State
Archaeological Association, died at his
College Point hone on November 29, 1986.
He was 77 years old.

Mbtt was a valued member of the Flushing
Historical Society Anthropology Group.
Formed before World War II, the group,
consisting of Carlyle Smith, John E. Wilson,
>fett, and myself, would conduct weekend
field investigations at endangered archae-
ological sites in Brooklyn, Queens, and
Nassau Counties. Though never having had
the benefits of a university education,
l̂ fett was, nonetheless, well read and keenly
interested in local archaeology.

Nfatt was the first of our group to put on
an army uniform, serving in the African
and European theatres. Upon his return
hone, Matt, like the rest of us, faced
new responsibilities. He always maintained
his attachment to archaeology. He undertook
numerous local field investigations with
Julius Lopez and Stanley Wisniewski. Matt
and Stanley would later spend much time
conducting research at Miller Place,
StanleyTs sunnier home.

I will miss >fettfs quiet smile, his wry
humor, and his companionship. His field
notes are in my possession. The artifacts
recovered from his field investigations,
many of which formed part of the corpus
of information in Carlyle Smith Ts doctorate
dissertation, have been gifted to several
museums.

- Ralph S. Solecki
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EDITOR'S NOTE:

As reported in Newsday on February 14, 1987 ("It's Driving History:
Landmark Designation for 34 Miles of Parkway; Southern, Northern
States Excluded" by W i l l i a m Bunch), the New York State Parks
Department announced the e l i g i b i l i t i e s of the Ocean, Loop, Bay
State and Bethpage State Parkways, and that portion of the Wantagh
Parkway and Meadowbrook Parkway south of the Southern State
Parkway, as historic and state landmarks. The Parkways, however,
s t i l l need to be formally nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places. The Northern and Southern State Parkways were not
included on the l i s t because, as Newsday attributed to J u l i a
Stokes, the Parks Department Deputy Commissioner for Historic
Preservation, "they {the parkways) had been widened or otherwise
changed since Moses planned them or because major stretches had
been b u i l t w i t h i n the last 50 years."

The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e is excerpted from "A Cultural Resource Survey
Report: TRN 0.14," which was submitted to the New York State Museurr
in January of 1985. Bear in mind that the or i g i n a l paper reported
on the cultural impact of proposed NYSDOT alterations to the
Northern State Parkway (between Glen Cove Road and the Wantagh
State Parkway). It is printed in the wake of the recent Parks
Department decision.

NORTHERN STATE PARKWAY
WESTBURY, NASSAU COUNTY

EDWARD J. JOHANNEMANN and LAURIE SCHROEDER

Perhaps the most significant aspect of the
Long Island Parkway system was the conception
underlying its construction. When Robert
Moses conceived the parkway system, "driving
in automobiles had then still been thought of
primarily as pleasure, a pursuit for
comfortable middle-class or wealthy fathers
(the only fathers who could afford
automobiles) taking their families for an
outing, just as driving horse-drawn carriages
had been a pursuit for pleasure (Caro 1974)."
Therefore, Tthe wanted the parkways to be
broader and more beautiful than any roads the
world had ever seen, landscaped as private
parks are landscaped so that they would be,
in themselves, parks, fribbon parks/ so that
even as people drove to parks, they would be
driving through parks (Caro 1974)."

The parkways, then, were constructed "through
thinly populated suburbs or open countryside
and were designed to carry only cars (Caro
1974)." In order to ensure that traffic was

restricted to private vehicles, the New York
Parkway Law of 1906 was passed. It is
reputed to have been the first adopted in the
United States to limit or control access to
public roads (Labatut and Lane 1972).

In order to administrate the acquisition,
construction, and maintenance of the state
parks and their parkways, Moses also proposed
the Long Island State Park Cormrission to
which then Govenor Alfred E. Smith appointed
Moses as president in 1924 (Caro 1974).
Until the mid-1970s, the Long Island State
Parkway Authority maintained the parkways
in the manner in which Moses had intended.
In 1977, however, Governor Hugh L. Carey
transferred jurisdiction of the parkways to
the New York State Department of Transportation
(Mallamo and Newton 1984). The character of
of the parkways has since undergone severe
alterations that are not in keeping with the
original Moses concept.



MARCH 1987
Page 5

SERVICE STATION

The Chevron (Score) gas station (located
within the median of the Northern State
Parkway) was part of the original parkway
construction of the 1930s. This is one of
the earliest parkway stations and one of the
most carefully designed. In fact, this
station was the prototype of others that were
erected at later dates, and which are less
sensitively detailed and proportioned than
this one.

The building measures 21' (north by south) by
73' (east by west). The walls are laid in
random-coursed, dressed granite which have
rough ashlar surfaces. This random-
coursing is in keeping with
the style of the bridges
which transect the
parkway.

The station
walls are
marked by a
massive
buttress at
each corner,
which subtly
tapers to the
eaves. The
walls are capped
by a sandstone
fascia, above which
appears a wood cornice,
painted white. Sandstone grates
are used for air vents in the walls of the
main building and the lavatory wing. Metal
casement windows survive on the attendants*
wing, but have been covered or removed
from the main block.

The building is comprised of three sections:
a main block, which is capped by a high
hipped roof; an attendants' wing to the west;
and, to the east, a lavatory wing, which bears
a flat roof and was designed to resemble a
pergola. Each wing is narrower than the main
block, which articulates the facades. With
its picturesque roofline, the whole resembles
an estate outbuilding. The style is reminis-
cent of the English Garden suburb of the
early 20th century.

The roof, which is visible to motorists, is
particularly well designed. The hip portion

and its extension over the attendants' wing
are roofed in several colors of extra thick
slate to enhance its texture. Each course
slate laid, moving up the roof line, is
narrower in width than the one laid below it.
This international design accents the sense of
height. At the eaves, the roof curves gently
outward. A stone chimney rises where the
roofs intersect. The chimney is capped by a
sandstone and clay chimney-pot. The ridge is
created with a copper cap.

Although the parkway system has several
remaining gas stations, all of which resemble
this one, most of the others do not include
the sandstone trim on the granite walls, the
tapered buttress walls, or the pergola-like

wood trim on the lavatory
wing. The roofs of the

later stations
were made from
cannon slate,
and did not
reveal the
graded,
variegated
slate, the
flattened
eaves, or
the copper
cresting at the

the ridge which
characterizes this

building. In addition,
this is the only station

that retains its original chimney-pot.

THE BRIDGES

Ten bridges are present within the project
area. From west to east, these are the two
at Glen Cove Road, and one each at Carle
Road, Ellison Avenue, Hicks Road, Fulton
Street, Post Avenue, Cambridge Avenue (the
only underpass structure), Powell's Lane, and
Wantagh State Parkway. All of these are
single arch structures with the exception of
the Wantagh State Parkway bridge, which has
two arches. Like the gas station, the
bridges were constructed of the same dressed
granite blocks of rough ashlar surfaces.

All of the bridges were built in the 1930s as
part of the original parkway construction.
Due to their date of origin, method of
construction, and unique design characteristics,








