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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

January 7, 1980 Stamps, Arkansas 1 0 
16-year-old Evan Hampton, a freshman at Lafayette 
County High School, waited in a classroom for 19-year-
old student Mike Sanders, whom he immediately killed. 
Hampton went to the principal's office, turned in the gun 
and waited for his arrest by police.  

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamps,_Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lafayette_County_High_School_(Arkansas)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lafayette_County_High_School_(Arkansas)
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 Date Location Deaths Injuries 

March 20, 1980 Dallas, Texas 1 0 
49-year-old fifth grade teacher Rosie Pearson was killed in J. Leslie 
Patton School by an unknown assailant.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dallas,_Texas
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

March 26, 1980 Big Rapids, Michigan 1 0 
Business professor Robert Brauer was killed in class by 20-year-old student Thomas Kakonis at Ferris State College; 
Kakonis had failed an exam in his class. Kakonis was the son of an associate dean at the college. Kakonis was found 
not guilty by reason of insanity. 

 
 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Rapids,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferris_State_College
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

October 31, 1980 Hueytown, Alabama 1 1 
17-year-old Rudy Farmer pulled out a .22-caliber pistol 
and wounded a fellow student in the art room 
of Hueytown High School, then turned the gun on 
himself.  

   
Hueytown High School 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hueytown,_Alabama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hueytown_High_School
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

January 27, 1981 Fayetteville, Arkansas 1 1 
19-year-old former freshman James Howard Taylor brought a 12-
gauge single-shot shotgun into the Delta Delta Delta sorority house 
on the University of Arkansas campus. He entered the house at 
5:45 p.m. and terrorized an initiation dinner. After attempting to 
negotiate a surrender, he was shot and killed by police when he 
aimed his shotgun into the dining room.    

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fayetteville,_Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delta_Delta_Delta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Arkansas
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

April 17, 1981 Ann Arbor, Michigan 2 0 
As students fled their rooms after a homemade firebomb set a minor blaze on the sixth floor hallway of Bursley 
Hall dormitory, 22-year-old psychology student 
Leo E. Kelly Jr. fired a sawn-off 12-gauge shotgun 
at his University of Michigan schoolmates at point-
blank range. Nineteen-year-old pre-medical 
student Edward Siwik and 21-year-old resident 
advisor Douglas C. McGreaham died in hospitals 

a few hours 
later. Kelly 
had been 

dismissed 
from UM once 
and was on 
the verge of 

another 
dismissal due 
to poor 
grades. In 
1982, he was 
convicted on 
two counts of 

first-degree 
murder and 
sentenced to 
life in prison.  

University of Arkansas 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ann_Arbor,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bursley_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bursley_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Michigan
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Douglas C. McGreaham 
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

December 16, 1981 Portland, Oregon 2 0 
Shortly before noon in Engineering Hall on the school's campus in north 
Portland, 34-year-old University of Portland night janitor John C. Holbrook 
killed 37-year-old engineering teacher Brian D. Massey before taking his 
own life. 

 

 

 
 

 
  

University of Michigan 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portland,_Oregon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Portland
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

March 19, 1982 Las Vegas, Nevada 1 3 
17-year-old Valley High School student Patrick Lizotte killed his teacher Clarence Pigott and wounded two students, 
before being shot and wounded by police. Lizotte was originally sentenced to life in prison without parole, but his 
sentence was reduced, and he was paroled in 2017 after the passage of Nevada Assembly Bill 267, which “revises 
provisions concerning the sentencing and parole of persons convicted as an adult for a crime committed when the 
person was less than 18 years of age," in 2015.  

    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Vegas,_Nevada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_High_School_(Winchester,_Nevada)
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

April 5, 1982 Hot Springs, Arkansas 2 0 
26-year-old Kelvin Ray Love, who was struggling academically, entered Garland County Community College in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, and shot dead his teacher, William "Buddy" Putnam, 38, and a fellow student, Donald Schamp, 
34, with a .357 magnum revolver. Love fired six shots during the incident before taking a female student hostage and 
forcing her to flee with him in her car. During the ensuing 125-mile high-speed chase, Love exchanged shots with 
pursuing patrol officers, but no one was injured. The pursuit came to an end after Love crashed through a police 
roadblock and wrecked his vehicle; both he and his hostage survived unharmed. Love was later found guilty of two 
counts of capital murder and sentenced to life imprisonment without parole.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_Springs,_Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Park_College
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

April 7, 1982 Littleton, Colorado 1 0 
13-year-old Deer Creek Junior High School student Scott Darwin Michael was killed by 14-year-old classmate Jason 
Price Rocha. Rocha was tried as an adult and sentenced to 12 years in prison, plus one year of parole but was instead 
released in 1987 at the age of 20.  
   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Littleton,_Colorado
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deer_Creek_Middle_School
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

November 12, 1982 Jackson, Mississippi 2 0 
18-year-old dropout James Hartzog 
killed his girlfriend, 17-year-old Faye 
Williams, in her algebra class 
at Wingfield High School. Hartzog 
then took his own life.  

    

Deer Creek Junior High School 

Wingfield High School 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson,_Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wingfield_High_School
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

January 20, 1983 St. Louis County, Missouri 2 1 
14-year-old Parkway South Middle School student David F. Lawler, sitting in a study hall classroom of 28 students, 
opened fire, killing Randall Koger and injuring Greg Saffo. Lawler then took his own life.  

     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_County,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parkway_South_Middle_School
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Parkway South Middle School 
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

May 16, 1983 Dallas, Texas 1 0 
Billy Conn Gardner, a friend of a food service worker's husband, robbed the Lake 
Highlands High School cafeteria manager Thelma Katherine Rowe at gunpoint 
as she was counting the day's revenue in the office. Gardner shot her and took 
$1,600. Gardner was subsequently sentenced to death for the crime and was 
executed by lethal injection on February 16, 1995.  

    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dallas,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Highlands_High_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Highlands_High_School
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

May 16, 1983 Brentwood, New York 1 2 
After being fired from his job as a substitute teacher for 
fighting with a student, Robert O. Wickes entered 
Brentwood East Junior High School in Brentwood, 
New York, dressed in camouflage fatigues and armed 
with a semi-automatic .22-caliber rifle and over 100 
rounds of ammunition, to get revenge on the student, 
15-year-old Luis Burgos. Shortly after noon, Wickes 
entered a ninth-grade social studies classroom inside 
the school and fired three shots at Burgos, hitting him 
twice in the stomach and hand, before taking the entire 
class of 18 students hostage. School principal William 
Howland was also shot and wounded by Wickes when 
Howland peered into the classroom. After firing four 
shots down the hall at responding police officers, 
Wickes barricaded himself inside the classroom and a 
standoff ensued. During the standoff, Wickes 
periodically released 17 of the 18 hostages before 
shooting himself in the head nine hours into the siege, 
dying in the hospital later that night. Both Burgos and 
Howland survived their injuries.  

     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brentwood,_New_York
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

November 8, 1983 Highland Park, Michigan 1 0 
At Highland Park High School a 15-year-old student shot and killed a 17-year-old 
Kevin Davis a student, the shooting is believed to be related to an earlier fight 
between the two students.  

  

Brentwood East Junior High School 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highland_Park,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highland_Park_Community_High_School
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

November 18, 1983 Baltimore, Maryland 1 0 
14-year-old Dewitt Duckett was shot in the neck and killed at Harlem Park Junior High School. Alfred Chestnut and 
Ransom Watkins, who were both 16 at the time, and 17-year-old Andrew Stewart were convicted of the murder and 
sentenced to life in prison. 
However, evidence was 
withheld from the defense 
that pointed to another 
suspect, 18-year-old 
Michael Willis, who 
witnesses said saw run 
away and ditch the gun; 
Willis died in 2002. The 
case was reviewed and 
the evidence that was 
withheld was recovered 
and used by the defense. 
Four teenage witnesses 
who testified against the 
three in the first trial 
recanted, saying they were 
pressured by police to 
change their stories. In 
November 2019, 
Chestnut, Watkins and 
Stewart were exonerated. 

 

 
 

Highland Park High School 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore,_Maryland
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

December 2, 1983 Crawfordsville, Indiana 0 1 
17-year-old Calvin Dowell was shot during 
a senior economics class 
at Crawfordsville High School by fellow 
student 17-year-old Grant Carey in a 
dispute over a girl. The case was waived 
to adult court, and Grant was sentenced to 
six years in prison. Dowell survived the 
shooting but was paralyzed.  

   

Crawfordsville High School 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crawfordsville,_Indiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crawfordsville_High_School
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

February 24, 1984 Los Angeles, California 3 12 
49th Street Elementary School shooting: Tyrone Mitchell killed two people (Shala Eubanks, 10, shot, died within hours, 
and Carlos Lopez, 24) and wounded twelve others when shooting at students leaving 49th Street Elementary School. 
He then committed suicide.  

    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/49th_Street_Elementary_School_shooting
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49th Street Elementary School 
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

April 20, 1984 Detroit, Michigan 1 0 
13-year-old Kelly Crittendon was accidentally killed by two classmates in a classroom at the Precious Blood School.  

  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Detroit,_Michigan
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

May 17, 1984 Pleasant Hill, Iowa 2 0 
17-year-old student Todd Dunahoo killed 16-year-old Valerie Rockafellow in the 
hallway at Southeast Polk Junior-Senior High in Runnels, then turned the gun 
on himself.  

   

Precious Blood School 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleasant_Hill,_Iowa
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

September 28, 1984 North Richland Hills, Texas 0 1 
1981 alumnus Barry Wayne Shaw returned to his alma 
mater Richland High School carrying a 9mm Uzi submachine gun, an 
AR-15 and a .45-caliber pistol looking for Ms. Ball, his English 

teacher. After some time, he gave 
up the hunt, yelled out 
"Homecoming, homecoming," and 
sprayed the school's foyer with 30 
rounds of ammunition. None of the 
dozen or so students in the foyer 
was hit, though one was injured by 
flying debris. Principal Ray 
Williams arrived to confront him after Barry had fired his last shot. Barry threw both 
rifles at Ray, saying, "I did it." Ray had Barry sit down and wait for the police. Barry 
offered no resistance. It was later discovered that Barry had killed Dallas karate 
instructor Jimmy Glen Wilson and wounded Rudy Smedley earlier in the week with 
the submachine gun. He was charged with two counts of intent to commit murder, 
one count of retaliation and one count of murder.  

    

Southeast Polk Junior-Senior High in Runnels 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Richland_Hills,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richland_High_School_(Texas)
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Richland High School 
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

October 24, 1984 Celina, Ohio 1 0 
45-year-old Shirley Shindeldecker killed 
school bus driver 54-year-old Gene Green as 
he stopped to pick up the son of 
Shindeldecker's estranged husband. After 
serving 19 months of her sentence, 
Shindeldecker was found not guilty by reason 
of insanity and released.  

 

    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celina,_Ohio
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

January 21, 1985 Goddard, Kansas 1 3 
Armed with a rifle and a handgun, 14-year-old James Alan Kearbey killed principal James McGee and wounded two 
teachers and a student at Goddard Junior High School. Kearbey was released in 1991 but was arrested again in 2001 
after being found with a gun; he was paroled in 2003. 

       

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goddard,_Kansas
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James McGee 

James Alan Kearbey 
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Goddard Junior High School 
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

September 4, 1985 RICHMOND, VA 0 1 
A 12-year-old East End Middle School boy shot a girl with 
his mother's gun. 

   

 

 

 

Date Location Deaths Injuries 

October 18, 1985 Detroit, Michigan 0 7 
Murray-Wright High School shooting: During halftime of the homecoming football game 
between Northwestern and Murray-Wright high schools, a youth opened fire with a shotgun, injuring seven people 
including six students with whom he had fought earlier in the day. 

 

   

East End Middle School 

Murray-Wright High School 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Detroit,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murray-Wright_High_School#Violent_incidents_in_the_1980s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwestern_High_School_(Michigan)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murray-Wright_High_School
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

November 26, 1985 Spanaway, Washington 3 0 
Armed with a .22-caliber 
rifle, 14-year-old 
Heather Smith shot and 
killed 15-year-old 
Gordon Pickett, her ex-
boyfriend, and 14-year-
old Christopher Ricco in 
the gymnasium 
at Spanaway Junior 
High School, before 
fleeing the school 
grounds. She later 
returned to the school 
and, after a short 
standoff with police, shot 
herself in the mouth. 
Smith died the following 
day.  

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanaway,_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanaway_Junior_High_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanaway_Junior_High_School
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Pregnant Teen Shoots Ex-Boyfriend to Death at School 
The 14-year-old also shot and killed his best friend. 

Heather Smith’s world was turned upside down when her boyfriend, 15-year-old 
Gordon Pickett, told her he just wanted to be friends. She was left both heartbroken 
and three months pregnant. Distraught over their failed relationship, Heather’s grades 
spiraled downward, and the honor student received her first-ever B, shattering her 
unblemished record. 

It only added fuel to the fire when Heather learned that Gordon had a new girlfriend 
just six weeks later. The ninth-grader slashed her own wrists and told several 
classmates she was going to “get even” with her ex-boyfriend and that people would 
“remember her.” Sadly, no one took Heather’s threats seriously. 

On November 26, 1985, the 14-year-old left school early and retrieved a .22 caliber 
semi-automatic rifle from her home. She asked her neighbor for a ride back to 
Spanaway Junior High School where she ran into her friend, Matt Hone, and asked if 
he knew where Gordon was. 

Matt looked down at the rifle in Heather’s hand and asked, “What are you going to 
do? blow his brains out?” Heather responded, “No, I don’t even know how to load this 
thing.” 

Moments later, Gordon and his best friend, 14-year-old Christopher Ricco, exited the 
gymnasium only to come face to face with Heather. Within seconds, she was pointing 
the rifle straight at her ex-boyfriend’s head.  
Christopher stepped in front of Gordon and as he begged Heather not to shoot his 
best friend, she fired three shots at Christopher’s head, neck, and torso. Gordon 
turned and ran for his life, but he too met the same fate; both were transported to the 
hospital but died a short time later.  

Heather fled the school only to return hours later, with the rifle still in her hand. Officers 
surrounded the teen, pleading with her to drop the weapon, promising, “Everything 
will be alright Heather.” It was at that point she raised the gun to her own head, calmly 
said, “No, it won’t” and fatally shot herself.  

After the shooting, parents of all three victims embraced in their grief together, 
recognizing Heather was not a monster, but a hurt child who must have felt incredibly 
desperate to have committed such a violent act, we’re all suffering our loss. They’re 
probably suffering even more because of what their daughter did, ″ said Gordon’s 
mother, Sandra Lauderdale. 
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Heather’s classmates and friends were shocked the bubbly gymnastic, who was 
known for being a practical joker could have been capable of the horror they had 
witnessed in the halls that snowy November day. It was Thanksgiving just two days 
later but for three families, it was difficult to find something to be thankful for.  
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

December 3, 1985 Concord, New Hampshire 1 1 
At Concord High School, 16-year-old dropout Louis Cartier entered the school with a shotgun and took two students 
hostage: 18-year-old Patrick Lena and 16-year-old Scott Hayes, before engaging in a standoff with responding police 
officers. After the gunman aimed his weapon at football coach Don LeBrun, Concord Police Officer Michael Russell 
shot Cartier in the head with his service revolver, wounding him. Cartier returned fire with one shotgun blast at police, 
wounding police officer Stephen McDonnell in the chin with a shotgun pellet, before being shot twice more in the chest 
by Russell and CPD Officer John Clark. Cartier died of his wounds the following day in the hospital; Officer McDonnell 
was treated and released.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concord,_New_Hampshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concord_High_School_(New_Hampshire)
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Date Location Deaths Injuries 

December 10, 1985 Portland, Connecticut 1 2 
After being suspended for refusing to take off his hat while at school, 13-year-old student Floyd Warmsley pulled out 
a firearm at Portland Junior High School, shooting and wounding the 53-year-old school secretary Lynn Haddad and 
killing 36-year-old janitor David Bangston. Warmsley was tried as a juvenile and sentenced to four years in prison but 
was released a year early for good behavior. 

 
 

    

Concord High School 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portland,_Connecticut
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