The First Charter of Virginia; April
10, 1606

JAMES, by the Grace of God, King of England,

Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith,
&c. WHEREAS our loving and well-disposed Subjects,
Sir Thorn as Gales, and Sir George Somers, Knights,

o\ ~= Richard Hackluit, Clerk, Prebendary of Westminster,
and Edward-Maria Wingfield, Thomas Hanharm and Ralegh Gilbert, Esqrs. William Parker, and
George Popham, Gentlemen, and divers others of our loving Subjects, have been humble Suitors unto
us, that We would vouchsafe unto them our Licence, to make Habitation, Plantation, and to deduce a
colony of sundry of our People into that part of America commonly called VIRGINIA, and other
parts and Territories in America, either appertaining unto us, or which are not now actually possessed
by any Christian Prince or People, situate, lying, and being all along the Sea Coasts, between four and
thirty Degrees of Northerly Latitude from the Equinoctial Line, and five and forty Degrees of the
same Latitude, and in the main Land between the same four and thirty and five and forty Degrees, and
the Islands "hereunto adjacent, or within one hundred Miles of the Coast thereof...

We, greatly commending, and graciously accepting of, their Desires for the Furtherance of so noble a
Work, which may, by the Providence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to the Glory of his Divine
Majesty, in propagating of Christian Religion to such People, as yet live in Darkness and miserable
Ignorance of the true Knowledge and Worship of God, and may in time bring the Infidels and
Savages, living in those parts, to human Civility, and to a settled and quiet Government: DO, by these
our Letters Patents, graciously accept of, and agree to, their humble and well-intended Desires...

And they shall and may begin their said first Plantation and Habitation, at any Place upon the said-
Coast of Virginia or America, where they shall think fit and convenient, between the said four and
thirty and one and forty Degrees of the said Latitude; And that they shall have all the Lands, Woods,
Soil, Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, Minerals, Marshes, Waters, Fishings, Commaodities, and
Hereditaments, whatsoever, from the said first Seat of their Plantation and Habitation by the Space of
fifty Miles of English Statute Measure, all along the said Coast of Virginia and America, towards the
West and Southwest, as the Coast lyeth, with all the Islands within one hundred Miles directly over
against the same Sea Coast...

And we do also ordain, establish, and agree, for Us, our Heirs, and Successors, that each of the said
Colonies shall have a Council, which shall govern and order all Matters-and Causes, which shall arise,
grow, or happen, to or within the same several Colonies, according to such Laws, Ordinances, and
Instructions, as shall be, in that behalf, given and signed with Our Hand or Sign Manual, and pass
under the Privy Seal of our Realm of England; Each of which Councils shall consist of thirteen
Persons, to be ordained, made, and removed, from time to time, according as shall be directed and
comprised in the same instructions...

And that also there shall be a Council, established here in England, which shall, in like manner,
consist of thirteen Persons, to be for that Purpose, appointed by Us, our Heirs and Successors, which
shall be called our Council of Virginia; And shall, from time to time, have the superior Managing and
Direction, only of and for all Matters that shall or may concern the Government, as well of the said
several Colonies, as of and for any other Part or Place...

And moreover, we do GRANT and agree, for Us, our Heirs and Successors; that that the said several
Councils of and for the said several Colonies, shall and lawfully may, by Virtue hereof, from time to



time, without any Interruption of Us, our Heirs or Successors, give and take Order, to dig, mine, and
search for all Manner of Mines of Gold, Silver, and Copper, as well within any Part of their said
several Colonies, as of the said main Lands on the Backside of the same Colonies; And to HAVE and
enjoy the Gold, Silver, and Copper, to be gotten thereof, to the Use and Behoof of the same Colonies,
and the Plantations thereof; YIELDING therefore to Us, our Heirs and Successors, the fifth Part only
of all the same Gold and Silver, and the fifteenth Part of all the same Copper, so to be gotten or had,
as is aforesaid, without any other Manner of Profit or Account, to be given or yielded to Us, our Heirs,
or Successors, for or in Respect of the same:

And that they shall, or lawfully may, establish and cause to be made a Coin, to pass current there
between the people of those several Colonies, for the more Ease of Traffick and Bargaining between
and amongst them and the Natives there, of such Metal, and in such Manner and Form, as the said
several Councils there shall limit and appoint...

Also we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Successors, DECLARE, by these Presents, that all and every the
Persons being our Subjects, which shall dwell and inhabit within every or any of the said several
Colonies and Plantations, and every of their children, which shall happen to be born within any of the
Limits and Precincts of the said several Colonies and Plantations, shall HAVE and enjoy all Liberties,
Franchises, and Immunities, within any of our other Dominions, to all Intents and Purposes, as if they
had been abiding and born, within this our Realm of England, or any other of our said Dominions.

Moreover, our gracious Will and Pleasure is, and we do, by these Presents, for Us, our Heirs, and
Successors, declare and set forth, that if any Person or Persons, which shall be of any of the said
Colonies and Plantations, or any other, which shall trick to the said Colonies and Plantations, or any
of them, shall, at any time or times hereafter, transport any Wares, Merchandises, or Commodities,
out of any of our Dominions, with a Pretence to land, sell, or otherwise dispose of the same, within
any the Limits and Precincts of any of the said Colonies and Plantations, and yet nevertheless, being
at Sea, or after he hath landed the same within any of the said Colonies and Plantations, shall carry
the same into any other Foreign Country, with a Purpose there to sell or dispose of the same, without
the Licence of Us, our Heirs, and Successors, in that Behalf first had and obtained; That then, all the
Goods and Chattels of such Person or Persons, so offending and transporting together with the said
Ship or Vessel, wherein such Transportation was made, shall be forfeited to Us, our Heirs, and
Successors.

I N Witness whereof, we have caused these our Letters to be made Patent; Witness Ourself at

Westminster, the tenth Day of April, in the fourth Year of our Reign of England, France, and Ireland,
and of Scotland the nine and thirtieth.

QUESTIONS:

1) What are some of the reasons given for the establishment of a colony in the New World?

2) What is the status of those establishing this new colony? Are they considered equal to citizens
of England or inferior in some way?

3) How was the government to be organized in this new settlement?

4) What was the relationship between the colonial government and the government in England?



