
This document is designed as a comprehensive, authoritative history of our people, written from 
our perspective as the Powhatan Nation of American Indians. It is formatted for direct 
publication to your website’s "History" or "About Us" segment. 
The Unbroken Chain: A History of the Powhatan Nation of American Indians 
Introduction: Who We Are 
We are the Powhatan Proper. We are the sovereign descendants of the Mamanatowick 
(Paramount Chief) Wahunsenacawh, known to the world as Chief Powhatan. While colonial 
narratives often describe our Nation as a "remnant" or a "disappeared" people of Virginia, the 
truth is far more powerful. 
Our history is a 400-year saga of Strategic Exodus. When the English sought to dismantle our 
government and enslave our children through "evil laws," our ancestors did not surrender. They 
carried the heart of the Powhatan Nation south and west, preserving our bloodlines and our 
sovereignty through North Carolina and Tennessee, finally anchoring our people in the soil of 
Madison County, Alabama. 
I. The Era of Tsenacommacah (Pre-1607) 
Before the arrival of the English, our homeland was Tsenacommacah ("Densely Inhabited 
Land"), covering nearly 10,000 square miles of the Chesapeake Tidewater. 
 * Our Governance: We were a sophisticated Paramount Chiefdom of over 30 tribes. At the 
center was the Powhatan Proper—the core tribe and seat of power. 
 * The Mamanatowick: Our leader, Wahunsenacawh, governed through a system of Weroances 
(sub-chiefs). Our society was matrilineal; our identity and leadership passed through the blood 
of our mothers. 
II. The Great Refusal: Resisting the "Evil Laws" of Virginia 
The arrival of the English in 1607 began a century of conflict. While some tribes eventually 
accepted "Tributary" status, the Powhatan Proper chose movement over submission. Our 
exodus was driven by a series of genocidal laws designed to erase us: 
 * The Treaty of 1646 (Articles of Peace): This law attempted to turn our free people into 
"tributaries" of the English Crown, confining us to small tracts of land and demanding yearly 
payments. 
   * Citation: 1 Hening’s Statutes at Large 323-326 (1646). 
 * The Enslavement Act of 1662: Virginia law formalized the "legal" kidnapping of Indian children 
for "servitude." To stay in Virginia was to risk the permanent enslavement of our children. 
   * Citation: 2 Hening’s Statutes at Large 143 (1662). 
 * The Act of 1682 (Racial Erasure): This law collapsed the distinction between "Indians" and 
"Negroes" for the purpose of servitude, effectively beginning the "Paper Genocide" where our 
specific tribal identity was stripped from legal records. 
   * Citation: 2 Hening’s Statutes at Large 490-492 (1682). 
 * The Act of 1691 (Banning Kinship): Virginia criminalized the marriage between our people and 
the settlers, seeking to isolate us and strip us of our property rights. 
   * Citation: 3 Hening’s Statutes at Large 86-87 (1691). 
III. The Sovereign Exodus (1700–1840) 
To survive these laws, our families began a multi-generational migration. We moved as a tribal 
unit, maintaining our kinship clusters at every stop. 
The North Carolina Sanctuary (1700s) 



We settled in the Hertford and Gates County regions of North Carolina. By moving across the 
border, we escaped the reach of the Virginia "Black Codes." We utilized "legal camouflage," 
appearing on tax lists as "Free Persons of Color" to protect our families from removal or 
enslavement while maintaining our internal tribal identity. 
 * Evidence: North Carolina Colonial Records, Vol. IV-VII; Gates County Tax Lists (1770-1790). 
The Tennessee Valley Passage (1800–1830) 
As the Eastern seaboard became more crowded, the Nation moved into the Duck River and 
East Tennessee areas (specifically Roane and Hawkins Counties). We lived as a "Nation in 
Transit," moving in clustered family groups to ensure our social and political cohesion remained 
intact. 
 * Evidence: Tennessee Early Land Surveys; 1810-1830 State Tax Lists. 
IV. The Alabama Anchor (1840–Present) 
By 1840, we reached our permanent home in Madison County, Alabama. 
 * The Geography of Freedom: We settled in the Appalachian foothills and the Tennessee River 
basin. This terrain allowed our families to remain self-sufficient and secluded from the racial 
violence of the era. 
 * Outmaneuvering Removal: While other tribes were forced onto the "Trail of Tears," our 
ancestors were already documented as free, land-owning residents. We navigated the American 
legal system to hold onto our land and our lives. 
 * Evidence: Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Land Patents for Madison County 
(1840-1860); 1850 Federal Census "Free Schedules" (District 34). 
V. The Modern Nation and the Path Forward 
Today, the Powhatan Nation of American Indians stands as the living evidence of a 400-year 
victory. We are not a "re-emerged" tribe; we are a tribe that never left. 
We meet the rigorous standards for Federal Recognition under 25 C.F.R. § 83.11 because: 
 * We have a continuous history of identification as a distinct Indian group. 
 * We have maintained a distinct community from historical times to the present. 
 * We possess political authority over our members through our traditional leadership. 
> Our Proclamation: We are the Unbroken. We survived the wars of the 1600s, the "evil laws" of 
the 1700s, the removals of the 1800s, and the "Paper Genocide" of the 1900s. We are the 
Powhatan Nation, and we have returned to our rightful place in history. 
> 


