
FIRST 
news 

It is hard to believe it has been al-
most one year since Sabrina and I 
arrived in the area, and I became 
the pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church.  We are extremely grateful 
for the warm welcome of every-
one.  I am grateful for the support 
of all the members and leaders as 
we serve in mission and ministry 
together. 
 

2025 in Review 
The Prayer Chain was established 
after a group of eleven participated 
in reading Richard Foster's book 
entitled Prayer.  Every time a need 
arises, we send the prayer request 
to this group for intentional pray-
ers for individuals and situations.  
If you wish to be a prayer warrior 
on the Prayer Chain, let us know; 
weôll be happy to add you to the 
distribution list. 
  
Ten individuals signed up to     
participate in the Disciple Bible 
Study.  I admire their commitment 
to reading every day and the two-
hour class weekly.  We will spend 
34 weeks together studying      
Genesis to Revelation and all the    

major themes and stories in Godôs 
Word. 
 

First Presbyterian is very outwardly 
focused in mission.  This past year, 
support was provided for Jared Boxes, 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace, Hope House, 
Thanksgiving meals, Angel Tree, and 
Rescue Mission.  The focus on Seeds 
of Hope with Mohawk Valley Gives 
provided increased financial support 
by 67% to support this vital food pan-
try in the community.  
  
Sue and her Fellowship Team are to be 
commended for all the events they host 
to bring us together for fellowship and 
fun.  Integral in these activities is the 
opportunity for us to practice Radical 
Hospitality so that individuals feel 
welcome and cared for in the life of 
the church. 
 
We welcomed new members, baptized 
James, and celebrated the lives of 
members and friends we lost in 2025.  
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It is exciting to see our ñfaith fam-
ilyò growing both numerically but 
also spiritually. 
 

In the coming New Year, we will 
continue to pursue mission and 
ministry together with prayer to 
strengthen these and additional 
new ministries.  We will also be 
receptive to new opportunities 
that God will provide.  We need 
to expand Congregational Care 
for individuals who face life    
challenges.  This is especially true 
for those who are homebound or 
have limited mobility.  We also 
know, now that we are in this   
location in Whitesboro, we need 
to find increased ways to connect 
with our neighbors. 
 

When I reflect on all the above 
and move, I am grateful for each 
of you and your unique and vital 
contribution to Christôs ministry 
at First Presbyterian Utica/
Whitesboro. 
 

Best Wishes to all for a happy, 
healthy, and purpose-filled New 
Year!                     -Pastor George 

A Year of Gratitude, Growth, and Godôs Faithfulness  

"I have not stopped giving 
thanks for you, remembering 

you in my prayers.ò 
Ephesians 1:16 



The church office will be closed on... 
 

Monday, January 19th  

Martin Luther King Day.  

Contribution Statements 
Statements of 2025 giving will be mailed in late 

January. Please check the statements for accuracy. If 

there is any discrepancy with your records, please call 

the church office at 315-732-5111.  
 
 

Offering Envelopes 
Each week you can find the envelopes on the front 

tables in either the front or the back of the sanctuary.  

Blue envelopes are to be used for special 

offerings.  You are encouraged to place your 

pledges in a white envelope and write your 

envelope number on it in order to help us 

better record your contributions for 2026.  

Your number is located on your 

contribution statement each year. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING!  
     The Annual meeting will take place on Feb. 
1st immediately following the worship service. 
     This gathering is a significant opportunity for 
us to come together as a community, share up-
dates, and discuss important matters related to 
the life and ministry of our church. Your pres-
ence and participation are crucial as we seek 
God's guidance for the path ahead. 
Agenda items included: 
1. Ministry Updates: Stay informed about the 
latest happenings in our various ministries. 
2. Upcoming Events: Learn about and get in-
volved in upcoming church events and activities. 
3. Financial Report: Gain insights into the fi-
nancial health of our church and the stewardship 
of resources. 
4. Prayer and Vision: Join in prayer for the 
church's mission and vision for the future. 
6. Election and Installation: Elders to serve 
on Session for the class of 2028. 
      We value your input and encourage every 
member to attend this meeting. Your voice mat-
ters, and together, we can continue to grow as a 
vibrant and loving community. 
      Let us gather with hearts full of gratitude and 
anticipation for what God has in store for our 
church family. We look forward to seeing you 
there! 

Reflecting on Our Advent Season 

Advent was a season of anticipation 

and hope as we prepared our hearts 

for the birth of Christ. From the 

lighting of the Advent candles to our 

meaningful Christmas Eve services, 

our church came alive with wor-

ship, reflection, and joy. The 

special Childrenôs Christmas Eve 

Service was a treasured highlight, re-

minding us of the wonder of the season through the 

faith and enthusiasm of the children.  

Heartfelt thanks to the choir, musicians, worship 

leaders, and all who helped make these services so 

enriching, sharing their gifts to bless our entire 

church family.  

THANKS ñ  
Thank you all for the many birthday wishes, thoughtful 
gifts, and kind cards. I am truly grateful for your gener-
osity and for the love and care you continue to show me 
and Sabrina. Your kindness was deeply appreciated and 
made my birthday very special. It is a blessing to serve 
alongside such a caring and faithful church family. 
With sincere thanks, George 

With deep sympathy 

we remember and give thanks for the life of Bill  Wescott. 

A devoted member of our church for many years, Bill faith-

fully lived out his commitment to Seeds of Hope and mis-

sion outreach, serving others with generosity and purpose. 

His legacy of compassion and service will continue to in-

spire our church family. We hold his loved ones in our 

prayers during this time 

of loss.  

 

We extend our sincere 

sympathy to the family 

of Bertha Morehouse. 

Bertie was a long-time 

and devoted member of our church, whose faithfulness and 

dedication to missions and the Clothes Closet were a bless-

ing to our congregation. We give thanks for her life and 

witness, and keep Bill in your prays for Godôs comfort and 

peace for him and all who mourn her passingΦ  



We believe in the power of prayer and the peace it brings in   every 

season of life. If you or someone you know would like to be added to 

our prayer list,  please contact the church office. 

Letôs join together in faithðsupporting one another with love, and 

heartfelt prayer.  

Jeremiah 30:17ðFor I will restore health to you, and I will heal you of your wounds. 

¶ Reid Simpson 

¶ Tom Harrington 

¶ Davis Family 

¶ Capraro Family 

¶ Morris Family 

¶ Barb Wuest 

¶ Mariana Tata 

¶ Linda Weise 

¶ Judy Westerhoff 

¶ Jon Fuller 

¶ Bill Smith 

¶ Ruth Ward 

¶ Barb Shuck 

¶ Helen Lynch 

¶ Luke & Family 

¶ Bill Morehouse 

¶ Jessica Peters 

¶ Becki Nasci 

¶ Jose Polanco 

¶ Bev Ryan 

Prayer List 

WEEKLY EMAIL 

BLAST 

If you havenôt already subscribed to 

our weekly email updates, First 

News, we invite you to do so. This 

weekly email helps keep everyone 

informed about important develop-

ments and upcoming events at our 

church. 

If youðor someone you knowð

would like to receive First News 

each week, 

please contact 

the church office 

to be added to 

the mailing list. 

Church Events 

Jan 10
th 
 - Choir Practice @ 10 am 

Jan 14
th
 ï Bible Study @ 10:30 am 

Jan 14
th
 - Worship Team @ 1 pm 

Jan 17
th 
 - Choir Practice @ 10 am 

Jan 19
th

-Craft Connection @ 1:30 pm 

Jan 21
st
 ï Bible Study @ 10:30 am 

Jan 21
st
 - Session @ 1 pm 

Jan 24
th
 - Choir Practice @ 10 am 

Jan 25
th
 - Special guest  

 Rev. Tony Larson,   
 Co-Moderator of the 226th 

General Assembly of the 
PCUSA  

Jan 28
th
 - TBA 

Jan 28
th
 - Admin Team @ 11 am 

Jan 31
st
 Choir Practice @ 10 am 

Help Wanted: Refreshing Our Church 

Social Media  eye for organization,      creativity, 
or basic social media know-how to 
help us refresh our online presence. 
Whether you have experience in 
digital media or simply enjoy work-
ing with technology, your help 
would be greatly appreciated. 
If youôre interested in lending a 
hand, please reach out to the church 
office. Together, we can create a 
warm, welcoming, and vibrant 
online space that truly represents 
our church and its mission. 

As we continue to grow and con-
nect with our community, it has 
become clear that our social media 
pages are in need of a little clean-
ing up and a fresh, updated look. 
From sharing photos and updating 
information to creating engaging 
posts that reflect who we are, 
thereôs plenty of opportunity to 
make a meaningful impact. 
We are looking for a few with an 



Stewardship 
As we stand at the 
threshold of a new year, 
we give thanks for the 
many ways God has 
blessed our church 
throughout the past year. 
With grateful hearts, we 
now look ahead and 
begin a new chapter of 
faith, love, and generosi-
ty through our 2026 
Stewardship Campaign, 
ñGrowing in Generosity.ò 
 
Stewardship is more 
than a financial commit-
mentðit is a spiritual 
practice rooted in gratitude for Godôs abundant grace. It reflects 
our trust in God and our shared commitment to nurture and sus-
tain Christôs ministry here at First Presbyterian and beyond our 
walls. Through your generosity, we are able to worship faithful-
ly, care for one another, and serve our neighbors in meaningful 
and transformative ways. 
 
Key Information 
Pledge: We invite you to prayerfully consider your financial 
commitment for 2026 and to submit your pledge in support of 
the churchôs mission and ministry. 
Ways to Pledge: Pledge cards are available in the Sanctuary. 
You may place your completed card in the offering plate, mail it 
to the church, or email your pledge to fpcutica@gmail.com. Eve-
ry gift, regardless of size, plays an important role in our shared 
ministry. 
Impact of Your Pledge: Your pledge supports our worship 
life, outreach and mission efforts, congregational care, and the 
daily operations of the church. It is an investment in spiritual 
growth, faithful service, and the ongoing work God is calling us 
to do together. 
 
How to Participate 
Prayerful Consideration: Take time to reflect and pray about 
stewardship and how God is calling you to share your gifts. 
Submit Your Pledge: Complete and return your pledge card 
using one of the available methods. 
Join the Celebration: Participate as we gather to consecrate 
our pledges and commit ourselves to another year of faithful 
stewardship. 
 
Your commitment to this campaign is a powerful expression of 
your love for the church and your dedication to Godôs work. To-
gether, may we continue to grow in generosity, faith, and unity 
as we follow where God leads. 
 
In a spirit of gratitude and shared purpose. 

Rev. Tony Larson to Visit 

and Preach 

We are pleased to share that Rev. Tony Lar-
son, Co-Moderator of the 226th General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
will be our guest preacher on Sunday, Janu-
ary 25. This is a special opportunity for our 
congregation to hear from one of the churchôs 
national leaders and to be encouraged by his 
perspective on faith, ministry, and the life of 
the wider church. 

Rev. Larson currently serves as Co-
Moderator of the 226th General Assembly, 
offering leadership and vision to the PC(USA) 
during this season. His ministry reflects a 
deep commitment to worship, justice, and 
strengthening congregations as they live out 
Godôs call in their communities. 

In addition to preaching on Sunday, Rev. Lar-
son will be present at the stated meeting of the 
Presbytery of Utica on Tuesday, January 27, 
2026. His participation will provide an oppor-
tunity for presbytery members to connect 
with the broader work of the denomination 
and to engage in meaningful conversation 
about the mission and future of the church. 

We look forward to welcoming Rev. Larson 
and invite the congregation to join us in wor-
ship on January 25, as well as to keep the 
Presbytery meeting in prayer as we gather for 
discernment and fellowship. 

Seeds of Hope Awarded Grant 

for serving those in need!  
 

We are grateful to share that Seeds of Hope has 
received a generous grant from the Zion Lutheran 
Church Endowment Fund in support of our food 
pantry ministry. This meaningful gift will help 
ensure that individuals and families in our com-
munity continue to have access to nutritious food 
during times of need. We give thanks for Zion 
Lutheran Churchôs faithful generosity and part-
nership, which strengthens our shared 
commitment to 
serving 
our 
neigh-
bors with 
compassion 
and hope.  



Worship With Us This January ñ December Coffee Hour  

Highlights! 

As we begin a new year together, we invite you to join 
us for worship throughout January as we reflect, re-
new, and recommit ourselves to following Jesus 
Christ. Each Sunday offers a meaningful focus to help 
ground us in faith and guide us into the year ahead. 

January 11 ï Renewing Our Baptismal Vows for 
2026 
Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
Scripture readings from Isaiah 6:1ï8, Matthew 3:13ï
17, and Luke 9:23ï27 will lead us into a time of re-
membrance and recommitment. As we mark the be-
ginning of a new year, we will remember our baptism 
and the promises we have made as disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Together, we will renew our baptismal vows 
and covenant with God to set aside selfishness and 
live more fully into Godôs purposes for our lives. A 
modern version of the Covenant Prayer will be used as 
part of our worship. 

January 18 ï Embracing New Beginnings 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
With Scripture from Isaiah 40:18ï31, Isaiah 43:18ï19, 
2 Corinthians 5:16ï21, and Philippians 3:12ï16, this 
service invites us to release what holds us back and to 
trust in Godôs power to do new things. We will reflect 
on Godôs promise of renewal, letting go of past fail-
ures and embracing the future with hope, faith, and a 
fresh perspective on the opportunities God places be-
fore us. 

January 25 ï Third Sunday after Epiphany 
we look forward to hearing the Word fromðthat Rev. 
Tony Larson, Co-Moderator of the 226th General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

We look forward to worshiping with you this January 
as we seek Godôs presence, direction, and renewal for 
the year ahead. All are welcome to join us. 
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