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Introduction
The purpose of this booklet is to provide you basic information,
examples, and materials to help you plan and execute a successful Dads Take
Your Child to School Day event. This information is intended to guide through
the planning, promotion, and execution of the event. The ultimate goal is to
engage fathers, father figures, and caregivers in their child’s school. This
could be as a chaperone, a coach, a member of the Parent Teacher Association
(PTA), or a cheerleader at the school’s football or basketball game.
Research confirms the positive impact of father engagement in the lives
of their children and this initiative is intended to provide those opportunities.
Thank you for hosting an event at your school, childcare, head start, or
community organization. Your efforts to engage and support New York State
children and families will pave the way for healthy families in the future.
For additional information, please visit our supporting website for
materials and most importantly to register your school, childcare, head start,
or community-based organization.
www.dadstakeyourchildtoschoolday.com
FatherHood PSA 2018.mp4
https://youtu.be/gobJZZs5RPg
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Partners
Like with anything, success is dependent on effective partnerships. Dads Take Your
Child to School Day is possible because of champions from federal, state, and local
agencies including:
 New York State Oﬃce of Children and Family Services
 New York State Oﬃce of Temporary and Disability Assistance
 U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for
Children and Families
 Stronger Families Coalition New York
 New York State Community Action Association
 New York State Parent Education Partnership/Prevent Child Abuse New
York Fathers Incorporated
New York City lead partners include:
 Administration for Children Services
 Department of Education
 Department of Youth and Community Development
 Human Resources Administration
 Mayor’s Fatherhood Initiative
Countless other partners including dads, schools, school districts, Child Care & Head
Start Programs, local and state elected oﬃcials, along with faith and community
based organizations make up the key components of a successful
event/program/initiative.
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Getting Started
Think about your community, its dynamics and most of all, the children and
families you serve as an education provider. With that in mind, how would you like to
engage parents of the children you are charged with serving? Keeping all of these things in
mind, ask yourself how best to engage fathers, father figures, caregivers.

Each community is different and it requires calling on all of your community

partners, some of whom you may have never engaged in the past, to assist in this process.
Decide on how small or large you would like the event to be and then you must identify
keep partners to help you execute the event.




Developing a Planning Committee
Allow committee to make recommendations
Cover all basis for volunteers (remember to plan for clean-up)

You know your community best. Most activities require adequate time for

planning and execution, but simply celebrating the day is a start. Dads Take Your Child to
School Day requires an open mind and a willingness to open doors!

“Ever since organizing the first DTYCTS at
P.S. 242, dads have become more visible, involved, and engaged within
our school community!”

- District 4 Family Advocate
Page 5 of 30

What is “Dads Take Your Child to School?”

Dads Take Your Child to School is an annual event held throughout New York State
celebrating the special relationship that fathers have with their children. It occurs at the
beginning of the school year: inviting fathers, stepfathers, foster fathers, grandfathers,
uncles, brothers, godfathers, and other significant male caregivers to accompany their
child(ren) to school on a specific day, and encouraging them to make a commitment to
participate in their child(ren)’s education throughout the year.

This initiative began with just one school in 2006 and continues to expand to
schools, Child Care and Head Start Programs, along with faith and community based
organizations throughout New York State. Dads Take Your Child to School Day encourages
fathers and father‐figures to take their children to school and make a commitment to be
involved in their children’s education.

How does it Work?


Fathers and other significant male caregivers are encouraged to arrive with their
children 15 to 30 minutes before the start of class.



They will be welcomed as guests at their children’s school or Head Start program.
Each location is responsible for planning their own program and fun activities to
welcome dads.
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Why is Dads Take Your Child to School Important?
“A father who actively participates in the educational and social
development life of a child is invaluable and irreplaceable.”

Promoting healthy families and
providing services that supports
successful educational outcomes for
children is a “win, win” for all.
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Why is Dads Take Your Child to School Important?
Dads Matter
Fathers have an undeniable eﬀect on their children. Studies overwhelmingly show that
positive paternal involvement is associated with improvements in children’s:








academic performance,
cognitive development,
behavior,
psychosocial development,
health and wellbeing,
household economics, and
general/overall parenting quality.

One Day Can Impact a Whole Year
Dads Take Your Child to School welcomes dads and male role models into schools and Head
Start for a day, celebrating the special role they have, and encouraging them to remain
involved throughout the school year.

“Actively involved fathers are a positive force in the lives of their
children and their community. When fathers are involved in the lives of
their children, especially their education, their children learn more,
perform better in school, and exhibit healthier behavior.”
- Joyce A. Thomas, Regional Administrator,
Administration for Children and Families, Region II
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Great Ideas
There is no one way to plan a Dads Take Your Children to School Day. Each school, childcare
and Head Start or Community Based Program will have to determine:
1. How much time do you have for the event (i.e., only time in the morning or up to a
whole day)?
2. What resources do you have or need?
3. What will work best for your particular community?

Event Preparations
Prepare Early





Start preparing the spring prior to the fall event. Remind presenters, volunteers, and
community partners over the summer with emails and/or phone calls.
Meet with school staﬀ early and clearly define the responsibilities and expectations of
staﬀ for the event.
Talk about the day and its importance during the Parent Orientation at the start of the
school year.
Be prepared with follow‐up activities and next steps before the event happens.

Outreach to dads




Create packets for fathers and other significant male caregivers with information
about your school or Head Start program and any special initiatives for the coming
year.
Send informational flyers home advertising and encouraging dads to participate in the
event.
Educate fathers about the importance of their involvement in school. Use some of the
facts listed previously in this guide.

Involve Students


Think about how your school or Head Start can involve students to make the day more
meaningful. For example, some Head Starts had the students make muﬃns as a
classroom activity the day before the event and were able to have muﬃns for
breakfast with their dads.

Strengthen community partnerships




Collaborate with a fatherhood program in your area,
and ask them to provide a short program for fathers
during the event. Contact info can be found on the
DTYCTS website:
www.dadstakeyourchildtoschoolday.com
Invite elected oﬃcials, dignitaries, or local VIPs to greet
parents and caregivers as they bring their child to class.
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Planning Tip:
If dads are unavailable
to attend the event,
invite grandfathers,
foster fathers,
step‐fathers, uncles,
cousins, big brothers,
significant male
caregivers, or male
friends of the family.

Great Ideas
Tips for Day of Event
Be organized





Have a sign‐in sheet so that you can capture who came and how many dads
participated.
Have additional sign‐ups for future volunteer opportunities or other events.
Survey dads to find out their expertise/hidden talent for future activities (i.e.
workshops, career day, etc.). Then, go through the surveys each month to see how the
dads can help with upcoming events.
Review the surveys each month to see how dads can help with upcoming events, or
plan events inspired by their talents.

Be social




Plan a short program in a meeting room or auditorium for parents after they have
dropped oﬀ their children. If possible, include coﬀee, juice, and cookies.
Allow time for the parents that are coming to the school to meet each other.
Encourage dads to bring their child to school, even if they have to leave right away, but
also oﬀer breakfast and other activities for those who choose to stay.

Have fun!



If possible, set up a picture booth for parents to take pictures with their children.
Print the pictures during the program so that dads can take them home.
Think outside the box! For example, one school created a "Victory Lap" where fathers
and their children walked around the school (inside because it was raining) chanting,
"I'm glad you’re my kid," and “I'm glad you’re my Dad.” Another school had fathers
make the morning announcements over the PA system.

Commemorate




Provide commitment cards for fathers that would like to be more involved to list
specific examples of how they could help at the school.
Create a letter, note, button, sticker, or t‐shirt that says, “I took my child to school
today” to pass out to parents as they take their children to school.
Provide Certificates of Participation to recognize dads.
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Great Ideas cont’d
Involving Fathers throughout the Year
Roles at School





Encourage and ask fathers to participate in PTA or Head Start Policy Council.
Encourage fathers to volunteer as hall monitors in the school.
Involve men in school beautification projects such as landscaping, painting,
refurbishing, or building project at the school.
Remember that not all dads want to do hands‐on projects. Consider how you could
use other skills such as accounting, medical professions, or others.

Helping with School Events





Recruit fathers to speak to students about their career or job.
Ask fathers for help in putting on a student talent showcase: helping with programs,
staging, set building, lighting, ushering, and other preparations.
Encourage fathers to read to classes and encourage them to continue reading with
their child at home.
Organize a father‐daughter dance to help fathers bond with their daughters.

Community Building/Strengthening






Bring in Dads, the police department, and local bike shops to encourage bike safety,
teach rules of the road, give bike tune‐ups, and hold riding proficiency competitions.
Develop a lunch buddies or breakfast buddies program where fathers or mentors eat
breakfast or lunch with their child/mentee weekly or monthly.
Ask fathers to volunteer at a Family Festival, helping with tickets, rides, games,
concessions, etc.
Take families out to a semi‐professional or college ballgame. Consider making it a
daddy‐ daughter or father‐son outing.
Organize Dads vs. teachers sports competition that students can attend.
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Sample Planning Timeline
April to June






Gain support from key stakeholders: Principal, Head Start Director, Key Leaders, etc.
Register your event at: http://www.dadstakeyourchildtoschoolday.com/registration.php
Begin reaching out to community partners, including father‐serving organizations.
Organize a Planning Team: Include staﬀ, parents, and community partners.
Review the previous DTYCTS Annual Reports for inspiration and ideas.

July to August





Hold regular Planning Team meetings.
Develop the schedule of events for Dads Take Your Child to School Day.
Alert local leaders, elected oﬃcials about your event, and invite them to attend.
Ask fathers to share about their jobs, hobbies, talents, etc. and if they would like to
contribute any talents/ideas for the event.
 Develop a list of follow‐up opportunities for the dads who attend DTYCTS to volunteer
or support your school or Head Start. Be Creative!

Early September







Create and print waivers for the use of media (pictures, newspapers, etc.).
Contact a local media/press to alert them to your event.
Purchase or order refreshments.
Distribute fliers to classrooms and/or mail to parents, inviting dads.
Meet with Planning Team as necessary. Ensure all tasks are clearly assigned.
Involve the children. For example, have children make invitations for their dads.

Week before the Day






Have supplies and other necessary items set up before the morning of the event.
Assign someone to take pictures for the school’s use at your event.
Print a sign in sheet to get parent contact information.
Print Certificates of Participation for dads and community partners (see pages 19‐22).
Compile a list of upcoming parent events.

Day of the Event





Provide Certificates of Participation to recognize dads and community partners.
Tell dads about upcoming volunteer opportunities and events.
Have a sign‐up sheet for future volunteer opportunities.
Survey dads to find out their expertise/hidden talent for future activities (i.e.
workshops, career day, etc.).
 Take lots of pictures! Print and distribute pictures immediately or as soon as possible.
 Be creative and have fun!

After the Event





Complete the Dads Take Your Child to School online evaluation.
Recognize any staﬀ or community partners that helped make the day a success.
Include pictures of the event in any newsletters or post in a display board.
Review the surveys of dads’ talents/hobbies to see how they can help with upcoming
school/Head Start events.
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Sample Program Themes
Dads Take Your Children to School provides a unique opportunity to capture the attention of
fathers about the many services available for them and their families. The following
appendices are examples of diﬀerent themes to incorporate into the event.

Financial Literacy & Asset Building (Appendix A)
Talk to fathers about the many services available to build stronger money management skills,
access aﬀordable banking products for themselves or their children, learn about tax refunds
and free tax preparation services, as well as programs to assist in addressing credit /debt
issues or receiving match funding for savings eﬀorts.

Job Development & Educational Advancement (Appendix B)
Educational advancement and job skill development are keys to success and alleviating
poverty. Low‐skill workers and families with low levels of education were especially hurt
during the economic downturn. DTYCTS provides an opportunity for schools and Head
Starts to provide information for fathers who would like to continue their education and/or
obtain more job skills. In addition to alleviating financial stress, achieving educational and
professional goals raises self‐confidence levels for dads.

Improving Literacy & Homework Help (Appendix C)
When fathers are involved in the lives of their children, especially their education, children
learn more, perform better in school, and exhibit healthier behavior. Even when fathers do
not share a home with their children, their active involvement can have a lasting and positive
impact. There are countless ways for fathers to be involved in their child’s education at all
ages.

Health & Wellness for Men & Families (Appendix D)
Nearly one in three children in America is overweight or obese. The numbers are even higher
in African American and Hispanic communities, where nearly 40% of the children are
overweight or obese. Obesity is avoidable with healthy eating and physical fitness. DTYCTS
provides the opportunity to talk to fathers about how to incorporate healthy eating and
physical fitness in their homes.

More Resources
Fathering From A Distance:
http://www.fatherhood.org/
Child Support:
https://www.childsupport.ny.gov/dcse/home.html
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Sample Program Themes
School Safety & Volunteer Opportunities (Appendix E)
Fathers can provide assistance as hall monitors or school security. WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of
Great Students) is an example of a national program that encourages fathers to volunteer
within schools to promote anti‐bullying and school safety.

Supporting New Americans (Appendix F)
Immigrant fathers may not be as involved in their child’s academic life due to barrier such as:
language, work schedule, lack of ID to access the school building, fear of bringing themselves
to the attention of the school administration if they are undocumented, or misconception that
the mother is ultimately in charge and responsible for school issues. Being able to engage
immigrant fathers can be complex but with the right guidance, it can be beneficial for
establishing the father/child relationship.

“Being an active father not only reaps tremendous benefits for the child, but
also gives fathers self-confidence about the role as parents. Bringing their
children to school is an important step for fathers to take toward building a
lifelong bond, and teaches children that they are loved, cared for, and
supported by one of the most important people in their lives.”
Sheila J Poole, Acting Commissioner New York
State Office of Children and Families

More Resources

National Fatherhood Clearinghouse:
https://www.fatherhood.gov/
Promoting Responsible Fatherhood:
http://fatherhood.hhs.gov/
Watch DOGS (Dads of Great Students):
http://www.fathers.com/watchdogs/
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Appendix A: Financial Literacy and Asset Building
Concept:
As the song goes, “money makes the world go around…” In addition, although talking about
money can be diﬃcult with families living paycheck to paycheck, kids and parents talking
about money together can create a fun learning opportunity and families can make important
decisions for the future. DTYCTS provides a unique opportunity to talk to fathers and
children about the importance of good money management, such as aﬀordable banking, tax
refunds and free tax preparation services as well as programs to assist in addressing credit
/debt issues or receiving matched funding for savings eﬀorts. Programs could be focused for
just the kids, just the dads, or the dads and kids together.

Example Activities:
The following asset building activities could be made available:








Invite representatives from local banks or credit unions to help fathers open child
savings accounts. Many financial institutions oﬀer aﬀordable, accessible products
with minimal ongoing costs to meet the varying needs of fathers in the community.
Financial educators could provide a 15‐30 minute interactive presentation on such
topics as:
Tools and strategies for long‐term savings for your child’s future (such as NY state’s
529 College Savings Program)
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance sites in the community could present on the benefits
of free tax preparation as well as the many tax credits that may be available for fathers,
including the Non‐ Custodial Parent Earned Income Tax Credit, uniquely available in
New York State.
Matched savings programs—where each dollar saved is matched by dollars from a
grant program— could be on hand to present about their program and sign fathers up
for the program onsite.
Ask a local Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce, or fraternal organization to donate
funds that could match the savings of your students—dollar for dollar—for an
one‐week savings challenge.

Make Connections:





Smarty Pig: http://www.smartypig.com/
Mint.com: https://www.mint.com/how-mint-works
New York State’s 529 College Savings Program: https://www.nysaves.org/
New York State Community Action Agencies:
https://nyscommunityaction.org/findacaagency/





New York City Department of Consumer Aﬀairs, Oﬃce of Financial Empowerment:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/ofe/html/home/home.shtml
The Financial Clinic: http://www.thefinancialclinic.org
Seedco: https://www.seedco.org/
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Appendix B: Job Development and Educational Advancement
Concept:
Educational advancement and job skill development are keys to success for dads—alleviating
financial stress, achieving educational and professional goals raises self‐confidence levels.
Low skill workers and families with low levels of education were especially hurt during the
economic downturn. DTYCTS provides an opportunity for schools and Head Starts to provide
information for fathers who would like to continue their education and/ or obtain more job
skills.

Example Activities:






Invite a financial aid advisor to come speak with dads from your
local CUNY, SUNY, or Community College.
Have a discussion of the dangers of predatory education
institutions and “diploma mills” that make false promises to
students and are expensive.
Invite a speaker from the Department of Consumer Aﬀairs to
speak to dads about the Know Before You Enroll campaign.
Invite someone to talk about community resources for obtaining
aﬀordable education/job training programs.
Invite local fatherhood programs that oﬀer job skill training.

Make Connections:











CUNY: http://www.cuny.edu/index.html
SUNY: http://www.suny.edu/
Department of Consumer Aﬀairs, Know Before You Enroll:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dca/html/home/home.shtml
Federal Financial Aid: http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
Department of Labor One‐Stop Career Center: https://labor.ny.gov/career-center-locator/
The Employment and Training Administration (ETA) administers federal government
job training and worker dislocation programs, federal grants to states for public
employment service programs, and unemployment insurance benefits. These services
are primarily provided through state and local workforce development systems.
Department of Labor's Employment and Training Administration:
http://www.doleta.gov/etainfo/
National Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse: www.fatherhood.gov
Oﬃce of Children & Family Services: http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/fatherhood/
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Appendix C: Integrating Literacy Improvement and Homework Help
Concept:
When fathers are involved in the lives of their children, especially their education, children
learn more, perform better in school, and exhibit healthier behavior. Even when fathers do
not share a home with their children, their active involvement can have a lasting and positive
impact. There are countless ways for fathers to be involved in their child’s education at all
ages.

Example Activities:








Demonstrate age‐appropriate techniques to read aloud to a
child.
Set aside time during the event for fathers to read to and with
their children.
Pass out reading logs and encourage fathers to read with their
children at home. Provide an incentive to complete the reading
log (ask a partner organization or library to donate books or
prizes).
Pass out library logs and encourage fathers to visit their local
library with their children.
Provide list of father friendly books.
Talk to fathers about strategies for engaging in conversations
about school and homework.

Below are some examples for ways fathers can engage with their children:
Talk about your day first
Conversations about school often happen after sharing something about your day. Maybe a
joke someone told at lunch or an interesting bit of current event news would stimulate a
conversation about something at school.
Use the backpack as a conversation starter
Go through your child’s backpack with them every day after school. You may find the little
notes from teachers with assignments on them, as well as tests and homework assignments
returned with grades on them.
Ask direct questions
Rather than asking, "What did you do at school?
today?" consider asking some specific questions that will give you specific information you
want.

Make Connections:





Imagination Library: www.imaginationlibrary.com
Find your local public library in New York State: https://www.nypl.org/locations/map
National Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse:
http://www.fatherhood.gov/get‐involved/with‐school
Reading is Fundamental (available in Spanish) https://www.rif.org/literacycentral/collections/be-your-best-you
Page 17 of 30

Appendix D: Health and Wellness for Men and Families
Concept:
Over the past three decades, the rate of childhood obesity in America has tripled. Today,
nearly one in three children in America is overweight or obese. The numbers are even higher
in African American and Hispanic communities, where nearly 40% of the children are
overweight or obese. Obesity is avoidable with healthy eating and physical fitness. DTYCTS
provides the opportunity to talk to fathers about how to incorporate healthy eating and
physical fitness in their homes. In addition, there are many creative ways to have children
and fathers participate in physical activities throughout the event.

Example Activities:













The following health & wellness activities could be made available at the school
during the event:
Invite health professionals to come in and speak about the importance of child health
and/or men’s health.
Provide blood pressure screenings for dads
Discuss specific men’s health issues such as prostate cancer screening, colorectal
screening, hypertension and diabetes
A responsible father is a healthy father.
Invite Federal partners from the Let’s Move! campaign to discuss the campaign’s goal
and how families and schools can make healthy choices and build healthy
communities.
Plan physical activities that dads and children can participate in together, such as:
Dads & children vs. Dads & children basketball game.
Dads & children’s victory lap around the school at the end of the event.
Host a cooking class for dads and have the children help as assistant chefs.
Let’s Move! Volunteer chefs can come in to provide a cooking demonstration and
lesson.
Plan a discussion on health literacy, accessing benefits, and the Aﬀordable Care Act.

Make Connections:
• Visit the Let’s Move! Campaign: www.letsmove.gov
• Center for Disease Control & Prevention, Men’s Health: http://www.cdc.gov/men/
• Children’s Aid Society, Go! Healthy Kids & Nutrition program:
www.childrensaidsociety.org/kids‐health‐nutrition
• New York State Department of Health: http://www.health.ny.gov/
• New York City Department of Health& Mental Hygiene:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/home/home.shtml
• Oﬃce of Minority Health, Men’s Health:
http://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/browse.aspx?lvl=2&lvlid=81
• Choose My Plate: http://www.choosemyplate.gov/
• New York City Green Cart Initiative:
http://www.applepushers.com/documents/about_green_carts.pdf
• Healthy Food Financing Initiative:
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/ocs_food.html
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Appendix E: School Safety and Volunteer Opportunities
Concept:
When fathers volunteer as hall monitors and school security guards,
rates of bullying and school violence drop. In addition to the
security that these dads provide, they also serve as invaluable male
role models.
There is a benefit for dads too—the satisfaction of incorporating
service into their lives and making a diﬀerence in their community.
The intangible benefits alone, such as pride, satisfaction, and
accomplishment are worthwhile reasons to serve.
When fathers join an organization at their child’s school or Head
Start, like the PTA or Policy Council, their child knows that their
father cares about how he or she does in school. Getting involved
can take on many diﬀerent forms for diﬀerent fathers. Even small
commitments can have a big impact. Schools can encourage small
steps, like chaperoning a trip or working with a teacher on a
classroom need.

Example of Activities:







Fathers can provide assistance as hall monitors or school security.
Have someone come in from WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) is a national
program that encourages fathers to volunteer within schools to promote
anti‐bullying and school safety.
Fathers can coach a team.
Helping with school events (i.e., chaperoning an event, serving on a school committee
or parent/ teacher group, landscaping, construction, etc.).
Remind fathers that they can add any volunteer work that they have done to their
resume.
Before your DTYCTS event, define and develop ways throughout the upcoming year
that dads can be involved at your school, Childcare, or Head Start Program.

Make Connections:


WATCH DOGS: http://www.fathers.com/content/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=21&Itemid=60/



National Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse:
http://www.fatherhood.gov/get‐involved/in‐the‐community



New York State PTA: http://www.nyspta.org/

Page 19 of 30

Appendix F: Supporting New Americans
Concept:
Immigrant and refugee fathers may not be as involved in their child’s academic life due to
barriers such as: language, work schedules, lack of identification to access the school building,
fear of bringing themselves to the attention of the school administration if they are
undocumented, or misconception that the mother is ultimately in charge and responsible for
school issues. Being able to engage immigrant and refugee fathers can be complex but with
the right guidance, it can be beneficial for establishing the father/child relationship.

Example Activities:


Sit down with fathers and other families to review the requirements of your school
system, and help them identify ways to actively support their children’s education



Invite someone to talk with dads on topics prevalent to your students and their
families. Examples may include:
legal, health, financial or social services available in the community to help them
obtain legal status or other supports



Talk to fathers about strategies for engaging them in conversations with their
children about their participation in school. Below are some examples for ways
fathers can engage with their children:



Talk about your day first. Conversations about school often happen after sharing
something about your day. Maybe a joke someone told at lunch or an interesting bit
of current event news would stimulate a conversation about something at school.



Ask direct questions. Rather than asking, “How are you doing in school?” consider
asking some specific questions that will give you specific information you want.

Make connections:


NYC DYCD:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dycd/html/immigrant/immigrant_family_services.shtml



NYC MOIA: http://www.nyc.gov/html/imm/html/home/home.shtml



NYS DOS Oﬃce for New Americans: http://www.newamericans.ny.gov/
NYS OTDA: http://otda.ny.gov/programs/bria/programs.asp
NYC Dept. of Education Division of Specialized Instruction and Student Support for
English Language Learners: http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/ELL/default.htm
International Network for Public Schools: http://internationalsnps.org/about‐us/staﬀ
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
New York State celebrates Dads Take Your Child to School Day for the {Insert #} year on
Tuesday, September ##, 20##. Over 450 Schools, Head Start, Child Care Programs, and
Community Based Organizations have registered at www.dadstakeyourchildtoschoolday.com to
host activities for fathers and male caregivers on their respective sites. Over the years, New York
State has had as many as 11,000 fathers participate in this event.
Dads Take Your Child to School Day’s goal is to increase father engagement in the educational
environment. Research supports the fact that students are most successful when their father is
involved. The committee responsible for the promotion of Dads Take Your Child to School Day
continues to encourage themes on:






Job Development & Educational Advancement
Improving Literacy & Homework Help
Health & Wellness for Men & Families
School Safety & Volunteer Opportunities
Supporting New Americans

This year, {Insert Name} School located at {Insert School Address} will be the first upstate Kickoff Site. The program will commence at 9:00 a.m. in the school’s gymnasium. All fathers, father
figures, caregivers can join immediately following the drop off their children for the schools’
“Insert Theme” themed event. Schools throughout New York State will be hosting similar events
on this day and throughout the month of September. For a listing of Schools, Head Start and Child
Care Programs, and Community Based Organizations that have registered, for this year’s
campaign please visit the website at www.dadstakeyourchildtoschoolday.com, under the
registrants tab.
Dads Take Your Child to School Day is an initiative started by the NYS Office of Children and
Family Services and the NYS Office of Temporary Disability Assistance, and nationally celebrated
in more than 700 locations across the country.
For additional information contact:

{Insert Name}, Principal
{Insert Name} School
{Insert E-mail Address
(###) ###-####
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[INSERT DATE/TIME YOUR SCHOOL IS
HAVING
THE EVENT]
Customizable flier is available at
www.dadstakeyourchildtoschoolday.co
m

Administration for
Children’s Services
Bill de Blasio Mayor

Gladys Carrión, Esq.
Commissioner

Department of Education
Carmen Farina
Chancellor

Human Resources
Administration
Steven Banks
Commissioner

Department of Youth and
Community Development
Bill Chong
Commissioner

For more information, contact:
[insert contact person name, email, and phone number]
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[INSERT DATE/TIME YOUR SCHOOL IS
HAVING
THE EVENT]
Customizable flier is available at
www.dadstakeyourchildtoschoolday.co
mm

Bill de Blasio Mayor

Administration for
Children’s Services

Department of Education Human Resources
Administration

Gladys Carrión, Esq.
Commissioner

Carmen Farina
Chancellor

Steven Banks
Commissioner

Department of Youth and
Community Development
Bill Chong
Commissioner

Para más información llame:
[insert contact person name, email, and phone number]
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Dads Take Your Child to School Day Waiver Form
The Committee for the Dads Take Your Child to School Day Website, has my permission to
use my photograph, likeness, artwork, profile and/or story in all forms of media and all
manners, including publications, web pages, and other promotional materials. I understand
the circulation of the materials could be worldwide and that there will be no compensation
to me for this use. I waive any right to inspect or approve the finished product, including
written copy that may be created in connection therewith.

Signature

Date

Parent Signature (If under 18)

Date

Print Name

Phone Number (optional)

Photo Date and location:

Description of activities or programs in photo:
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You can help us plan future events for fathers by filling in this questionnaire.
Have you participated in Dads Take Your Child To school in the past?
If you did how many years have you participated?
How would you rate today’s event?

O

Yes

O

No

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Poor
1
O

2
O

3
O

4
O

Excellent
5
O

Are you interested in participating in:
(Please note that all activities will be in the school)
O

PTA Parent Teacher Association

O

Parent Leadership Team

O

Parenting Classes

O

Ways to help my child through school

O

A Daddy-Daughter Dance

O

A cooking activity with your child

O

Informational forums, for example, Child Support, Safe Sleep,
Fathering services, Homeless Services, Relationship Building, Employment

Other:

___________________________________________________________________________

What is your relationship to the child you came to school for
My: ___ Daughter ___ Son ___ Brother ___ Sister ___Grand Son ___Grand Daughter ___ Neighbor
___ Religious leader ___ Friend of the family ___ Coach; Other;________________________________.

O Yes O No
Do you live with your children?
O Yes O No
Do you live with your children’s mother?
Would you like to join a fatherhood program or fathering group? O Yes O No
Do you need help with: O
Employment O
Counseling
O
Education
O
Mentoring
O
Legal issues
O
Other _______________________________
What is your age:
O Under 25 O
35 – 39
O
25 – 29 O
Over 40
O
20 - 34
How would you describe your ethnicity?
O Black/African-American
O Latino/Hispanic
O Afro-Caribbean/West Indian O White
O Asian O Other:________________________________
As a result of Dads Take Your Child to School Day would you like to receive more information on
fathering services?
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All family and community members are welcome to participate in the day.

Tuesday September 18, 2018

Certificate of Participation
This certificate is awarded to
_________(Father’s Name or Father Figure )____________
In recognition of your participation in the
Dads Take Your Child To School Initiative
_______________(School Name)_________________
__________________________

___________________________

(Child’s Name)

(School principal or administrator)
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Fathers and Father Figure Pledge
As a father and/or man of responsibility, I recognize that my example as a man will have an incredible impact on the
lives of my children and other children in the community. Therefore, today I pledge that I will attempt to fulfill this role
in a manner that ultimately benefits all children by committing to the following principles:
* Be a man that teaches his children through his actions the value of being true to your word.
*Provides for his children and family physically, financially, emotionally, mentally and spiritually to the best of his
ability.
*Nurtures the gifts and talents of his children and other children in the community.
*Teaches children that manhood is not about violence or taking advantage of others but of being caring and responsible.
*Contributes to making his community one of peace and one that does not tolerate violence.
*Is an example of speaking up against injustice and oppression even when it is more comfortable to say nothing.
*Treats his children with sensitivity and understanding making them confident to ask for help or to seek counsel
for misjudgments.
*Provides support and protection to his and other children with love and dignity.
*Takes time for introspection and reflection, and includes positive traditions in his life so his children can connect with
their culture and/or spiritual traditions.
*Lives these values honestly and with love so that all children understand they are valued and seen as a blessing to their
father, family, and community.
* I will be part of the educational lives of his child and the lives of children within my community today until they
graduate.
By accepting this award I pledge, I will work each day to fulfill the actions of these principles and will seek to build
or maintain myself as a man who understands the honor of being a FATHER and Man of Responsibility of the child
who sign this.
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Para obtener más información e inscribir a su escuela, ingrese a:

Martes, 18 de Septiembre de 2018

Certificado de Participacion
Este certificado se descarte una

_________(Nombre de padre o la figura del padre)____________
En reconocimiento a la de su participacion en

“iniciativa Papas Llevar un de su Hijo A la Escuela”
_______________(Nombre de la escuela)_________________
__________________________

___________________________

(Child’s Name)

(School principal or administrator)
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Padres y el compromiso de la figura del padre
Como un padre o el hombre de la responsabilidad, reconozco que mi ejemplo como hombre tendrá un impacto
increíble en la vida de mis hijos y otros niños en la comunidad. Por lo tanto, hoy prometo que voy a intentar cumplir
este papel de manera que al final beneficia a todos los niños comprometiéndose a los siguientes principios:
* Ser un hombre que enseña a sus hijos a través de sus acciones el valor de ser fiel a su palabra.
* Ofrece para sus hijos y su familia físicamente, financieramente, emocionalmente, mentalmente y espiritualmente
para lo mejor de su capacidad.
* Nutre los dones y talentos de sus hijos y otros niños en la comunidad.
* Enseña a los niños que la hombría no es sobre violencia o aprovechándose de los demás sino de ser cariñoso y
responsable.
* Contribuye a hacer de su comunidad de la paz y que no toleran la violencia.
* Es un ejemplo de hablar contra la injusticia y la opresión, incluso cuando es más cómodo no decir nada.
* Trata a sus hijos con sensibilidad y comprensión de lo que los hace seguros para pedir ayuda o para buscar Consejo
para el sentimiento antiestadounidense fuera.
* Ofrece apoyo y protección a los niños y otros con amor y dignidad.
* Toma tiempo de introspección y reflexión e incluye tradiciones positivas en su vida para que sus hijos se pueden
conectar con su cultura y tradiciones espirituales.
* Vidas estos valores honestamente y con amor para que todos los niños entiendan son valorados y vistos como una
bendición para su
padre, familia y comunidad.
* Seré parte de la vida educativa de su hijo y la vida de los niños en mi comunidad hoy hasta que se gradúen.
B y aceptar este premio, prometo, trabajarán cada día para cumplir con las acciones de estos principios y
buscará construir o mantener mi mismo como un hombre que entiende el honor de ser un padre y hombre de la
responsabilidad del niño que firmar esto.
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