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Student Comments
Greatest Strengths According to Students:  
1. “He was very patient in explaining concepts that were difficult.”  
 
2. “He was not biased. He took the time to ask questions and listen to our answers.”  
 
3. “He created a comfortable environment and made it easy to participate. He always listens and gives good feedback.”  
 
4. “One of the very best professors/teachers in my schooling. His course was difficult for me, but was very rewarding and insightful at the 
same time. I will be thinking about this philosophy in some way for the rest of my life.”  
 
5. “Very outgoing, helpful, and enthusiastic.”  
 
6. “Taught material very well.”  
 
7. “Professor Gentry made this course extremely challenging in a number of ways. In order to do well in the course, attendance was 
mandatory and careful and thorough review of the reading materials was required. His method of presentation required active 
participation and thoughtful consideration of the materials being studied. For instance, he never provided the answers to the problems 
initially, but required the students to state and develop ideas related to the problems or viewpoints being addressed. This required 
thorough preparation and active participation in class. Extremely unbiased approach as well as totally respecting everyone's views. A 
model for this type of course.....everyone got way more than their money's worth!!”  
 
8. “Gerad is the coolest! Had I had another professor, I'm not sure I would have enjoyed it.”  
 
9. "Mr. Gentry was awesome! I felt like I learned so much from his course that I can now be applied in my day to day from here on out.  
 
10. “He is really good at perspective taking.”  
 
11. “The instructor was extremely knowledgable on the subject and also excelled in being able to translate the often complex message of 
the philosophical lesson.”  
 
12. “Best instructor I have ever had at the university! Somebody who actually cares about his students grades and is willing to help when 
needed! 

(Full comments and course evaluations available upon request.)
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I have known Gerad since the summer of 2013, and I observed his PHIL 102: Introduction to 
Philosophy in fall of 2014. Gerad has a very natural way of conversing with his students. He 
makes them feel at home and at the same time willing to discuss complex philosophical issues. I 
have to confess that I was slightly envious of the ease with which he got all students involved, 
the way in which he designed the classroom atmosphere and discussion, so that no student felt 
left behind.  Everyone was willing to participate in discussion because it was not just a question-
and-answer-game involving one student and the instructor at a time, but a fair exchange of 
arguments among the students as peers.  
Overall, Gerad did a fabulous job inciting an informed and constructive discussion of the class 
topic. In the end, he was able to draw out all the material and fundamental points of the 
respective reading, as well as the problematic areas – and he succeeded impressively to do this in 
dialogue with the students. 
As was visible in that one class, but also comes to the fore in his teaching reviews, Gerad 
skillfully mixes various quite effective (sometimes stunningly simple) means to enable this 
exceptional atmosphere. Gerad always approaches a philosophical problem with a mixture of 
techniques and media, using lecture, short student-presentations, student-led discussion, group 
discussion; using movie-clips, music, and a wide array of other art forms. Being a student in his 
class must be enjoyable in the following way: finding oneself enabled to see more in what 
surrounds us every day, and developing the tools to question this or to frame it philosophically. 
Most students comment very favorable of him and his work, in particular his concern for their 
progress, his enthusiasm for the material, and his fairness and devotion to enhance the students’ 
performance. And I think they are so right about this. 

Dr. Anne Pollok 
Assistant Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies 
University of South Carolina / Columbia, SC 
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