Active Newcomers Club (ANC)
Small Group Rules and Guidelines
Purpose
ANC small groups provide members with opportunities to develop friendships, share interests, and participate in activities in a welcoming, respectful, and enjoyable environment. All small groups and their participants must follow these rules, the ANC Bylaws, and the Club's Rules of Conduct.
1. Membership Requirements
· Only registered, active ANC members may participate in ANC small groups.
· Spouses, partners, family members, and other individuals living in a member's household may not participate in small group activities unless they are registered ANC members.
· Guests may attend only when permitted under ANC policies and with the approval of the Small-Group Director. Guest attendance does not grant permission to participate as a regular small-group member.
2. Conduct and Respect
· All participants must follow the ANC Rules of Conduct and treat other members with courtesy, respect, and consideration.
· Harassment, disruptive behavior, personal attacks, intimidation, or conduct that interferes with another member's enjoyment of the group will not be tolerated.
· Members are expected to follow established group procedures and reasonable directions from the Small-Group Leader.
· Disagreements should be handled respectfully. Members should bring unresolved concerns to the Small-Group Director or the ANC Board, as appropriate.
3. Participation Requirements and Removal from a Small Group
Participation in an ANC small group is a privilege that requires members to follow the Club's rules and meet the participation requirements established for that group.
· Failure to meet group requirements: Members must comply with the specific requirements of their small group, including hosting responsibilities, RSVP deadlines, attendance commitments, and other requirements outlined in the Active Newcomers Club — Small Group Descriptions and Participation Requirements attachment.
· Failure to host: If hosting or coordinating an activity is a requirement of the group, members who are unwilling to fulfill that responsibility will be removed from the group.
· Failure to RSVP: Members who are required to RSVP must respond within the timeframe specified by the Group Leader. Failure to respond may result in immediate removal from the group.
· Failure to attend: Members who RSVP that they will attend an activity but fail to show up may result in immediate removal from the group.
· Failure to follow Club rules: Members who violate the ANC Bylaws, Rules of Conduct, or Small Group Rules and Guidelines may be removed from the group. Serious misconduct may result in immediate removal.
· Enforcement: Small-Group Leaders are responsible for communicating and enforcing the participation requirements for their groups and notifying the Small-Group Director of removal.
· Removal from a small group does not automatically terminate ANC membership. Any action affecting ANC membership will be handled separately in accordance with the ANC Bylaws.
4. Joining and Leaving Small Groups
· Members may request to join or leave a small group at any time, subject to any reasonable participation limits or organizational requirements established for that group.
· Small-Group Leaders are responsible for communicating group activities, schedules, and expectations to participants.
· Members who leave a group are expected to notify the Small-Group Leader and Small-Group Director as a courtesy.
5. Money, Gambling, and Prizes
· Small-group activities must comply with ANC policies.
· No small group may organize, promote, or conduct games involving cash wagers, cash betting, or other gambling activities.
· No small group may collect or award cash prizes, operate a cash prize pool, or conduct a money-based drawing or game of chance.
· An exception may be considered only for a specifically designated activity that has been reviewed and approved in advance by the ANC Board, and only where the activity is lawful and complies with all applicable requirements.
· Board approval does not authorize any activity prohibited by law. Small-Group Leaders must obtain written Board approval before announcing or conducting any activity involving money or prizes.
· Non-cash prizes or other forms of recognition must also comply with ANC policies and any applicable legal requirements.
6. Responsibilities of Small-Group Leaders
Small-Group Leaders are expected to:
· Ensure participants understand and follow these rules.
· Maintain an inclusive, respectful, and welcoming atmosphere.
· Address concerns promptly and report serious or repeated violations to the ANC Board.
· Obtain advance written Board approval for any proposed activity involving money, prizes, or other special arrangements.
· Avoid making exceptions to Club rules without authorization.
7. Administration and Enforcement
The ANC Board is responsible for interpreting and enforcing these rules. The Board may review and revise the rules as necessary, consistent with the ANC Bylaws and the Club's mission and purpose.
Participation in an ANC small group signifies agreement to comply with these rules and all applicable ANC policies.

