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My Story

1. Do you remember “Let’s Make a Deal”? Host Monty Hall would select an audience member at random and give him or her a small prize. The person could choose to keep what was offered, or trade for whatever was behind one of three doors. Some players won cars, luxury vacations, and other big prizes. Others walked away with a “Zonk” (a less impressive “prize”)—perhaps a broken appliance, a goat, or some equivalent. 


Think of a time you feel like you got zonked because of a poor choice you made. What were the circumstances?

2. When you need to make a crucial decision and just can’t choose between two (or more) options, how do you ultimately decide which door to pick? (Flip a coin? Ask AI? Etc.) 

Digging Deeper

Review Psalm 4.

3. What advice does David offer for those seeking direction and/or answers from God?

4. Which of David’s suggestions have previously proven reliable when you’re wanting to make better life decisions? Give some examples.

Review John 10:1-10.

5. Jesus begins his discussion of sheep and shepherds by warning about thieves and robbers. They could get into sheep pens by climbing over a wall or perhaps finding a hole where a stone had crumbled. What was the only way the sheep could get into the pen? Why was that significant?

6. What prevented attempted robbers from succeeding in their thefts much of the time? (v. 5)

7. In this passage, Jesus defines himself as both the “gate” (v. 7) and “the good shepherd” (reading ahead to v. 11). How does he fulfill each of those roles?

8. When the sheep remain loyal to their Shepherd, what benefits do they enjoy?

9. How would you define “life to the full” (or “abundant life”)?

Taking It Home
10.  Despite the loving care of the good Shepherd and the security he provides “behind the gate,” why do you think so many people make other choices? (See Matthew 7:13-15)

11.  What steps can you take to ensure that you have chosen the right door (gate), are holding on to a sure thing, and will never get zonked again . . . where it really matters?
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