
Nesting 
habit

Queen(s) Food 
Preference

Recommended 
treatment

Indoor ants
Singapore 
ant

Multi Multi Omnivore Oil based, corn grit 
baits*

Pharaoh ant Multi Multi Protein & oil Protein & sugar 
based baits in 
rotation*

Black house 
ant

Single Single Sugar Sugar based baits

White footed 
house ant

Multi Multi Sugar
(sometimes 
protein)

Sugar based baits 
and non-repellent 
sprays*

Outdoor ants
Coastal 
brown ant

Multi Multi Protein & oil Protein & oil based 
baits with non-re-
pellent sprays*

Argentine 
ant

Multi Multi Omnivore Sugar baits in 
winter, protein 
in summer, with 
non-repellent 
sprays*

Tyrant ants Single Single Protein & 
sugar

Protein & sugar 
based baits with 
non-repellent 
sprays

Pavement 
ants

Multi Multi Sugar 
(sometimes 
protein & oil)

Sugar based baits 
in conjunction 
with non-repellent 
sprays

Acrobat ants Single 
and multi 
nesters

Mainly 
multi

Sugar & 
protein

Sugar & protein 
based baits with 
direct nest spray 
with non-repellent

Green
headed ant

Single Multi Protein Oil based, corn grit 
and protein baits

Carpenter 
ants

Multi Single Sugar Sugar based baits

“New” invasive ants
Crazy ants Black - 

single. 
Yellow - 
multi

Multi Omnivores 
(protein 
preference)

Granular protein 
baits. Also sugar 
baits (black). 
Non-repellent 
sprays*

Fire ants
(RIFA, little, 
tropical)

Single and 
multi

Single and 
multi

Protein & oil Oil based, corn grit 
baits*
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* Repeat applications may be necessary
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Preferences change seasonally
and uptake may vary

Primary bait choice for
optimal performance


