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Literature Review Update
This literature review will analyze the context in which democratic reform is occurring in Ethiopia, with a specific focus on the changing political alliances, causes, perceptions, and dynamics among key actors such as the Amhara and Oromia ethnic groups. The review will also examine how the post-2018 democratic reforms have evolved, leading to a wave of ethnic unrest and violence in the country.
Shifting Political Alliances, Cause, Perceptions and Dynamics among Key Actors : Amhara and Oromia 
Ethiopia is a country characterized by its diverse array of ethnic groups, each with its own unique cultural heritage, traditions, and languages. While this diversity is undoubtedly a blessing that enriches the nation's social fabric, it has also presented significant challenges to the Ethiopian state over the years. The presence of competing interests, visions, and contradictory narratives from different ethnic groups has often led to tension, conflict, and political instability. Additionally, historical memories of past grievances and marginalization have fueled a sense of alienation among some groups, further exacerbating the situation.
In an effort to address these challenges, the post-1991 political settlement brought in Ethnic Federalism, which sought to recognize and accommodate the country's ethnic diversity while also promoting unity and national cohesion. These policies have included efforts to address socioeconomic disparities and political marginalization through affirmative action programs and the devolution of power to regional governments. However, the implementation of such policies has not always been smooth, and the EPRDF government has had to navigate complex political and social dynamics to ensure that the country remains united despite its ethnic diversity. The challenge has been to find a balance between addressing the legitimate grievances of marginalized groups while also avoiding the creation of new forms of exclusion and division.
Despite some significant progress in promoting diversity and inclusivity, including constitutional recognition of the rights of all ethnic groups to self-determination, the top-down and centralizing tendencies of authoritarian state infrastructure and 27 years of EPRDF authoritarian rule have created new forms of grievances, socio-economic, political marginalization, inter-ethnic animosity, and conflict. Moreover, Ethiopia's economic growth and development have not been equitable across all regions of the country, creating socioeconomic disparities that are currently fueling ethnic tensions.
As a result, numerous commentators and scholars have acknowledged that the presence of multiple ethnic groups in Ethiopia is a double-edged sword. While diversity enriches the nation's social fabric, it has also presented significant challenges to the Ethiopian state. Moving forward with democratic reforms will require careful navigation of these challenges with sensitivity, empathy, and a steadfast commitment to promoting inclusivity, equity, and unity across all ethnic groups in the country. Hence, the political situation in Ethiopia remains complex and tumultuous, characterized by a fierce struggle between competing ideologies of ethnonationalism and pan-Ethiopianism. This has created significant obstacles to democratic reform and economic development. The country's 1995 constitution has enshrined ethnic divisions, which has allowed political leaders to leverage identity politics to mobilize their supporters and further exacerbate existing ethnic tensions. This has resulted in frequent clashes and opposition among different ethnic groups.
The current state of affairs in Ethiopia is marked by severe inter-ethnic and communal conflicts, including violent clashes between different ethnic groups. Political elites have taken advantage of ethnic divisions by exploiting hyper-ethnic nationalism, historical grievances, mutual mistrust, and claims of socio-economic marginalization and victimhood narratives to galvanize support in various regions of the country. These divisive tactics have led to violence, displacement of populations, and human rights abuses.	Comment by Amani Ani: You have already stated that violent clashes are occurring at the start of this paragraph. So, I’ve deleted “violence” here to avoid redundancy and improve your chapter’s readability. 
Since Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed came to power and the formation of the Prosperity Party in 2018, Ethiopia has undergone significant political transformations. The intention of these reforms was to bring about a new era of political openness, peace, and democratization. However, instead of achieving these goals, the changes have led to a wave of ethnic unrest and violence. Observers of Ethiopia attribute this to the current ethnic federalism model, where regional states have the right to self-determination as enshrined in the constitution. This has resulted in territorial ethnicity claims becoming the primary cause of various ethnic conflicts. Scholars argue that this is partly attributed to the post-2018 democratic reforms and the relaxation of control by the dominant authoritarian one-party state during the EPRDF years, which led to a power vacuum created by the dissolution of the EPRDF that had a deeply entrenched party-state securitized mode of governance. [footnoteRef:1]   [1: 

] 

Semir Yusuf, for instance, argues that the weakening or dissolution of state authority in a centralized but ethnically federated state leads to unbridled ethno-nationalist sentiments and movements. [footnoteRef:2]This has resulted in the emergence of conflicting interests and actors within the complex security and governance structures that govern "ethnic-federalism" in every aspect of society. Therefore, it is argued that the weakening or dissolution of state authority in a centralized but ethnically federated state, such as Ethiopia, has opened up a Pandora's box of unbridled ethno-nationalist sentiments and movements, making it difficult to achieve political openness, peace, and democratization. For example, in the past five years since the formation of the Prosperity Party under the leadership of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, there have been several conflicts, such as the Oromo-Somali conflict, the Guji-Gedeo conflict, the Tigray-Amhara conflict over Wolkait and Raya, and the Oromo-Amhara conflict in Wollega, Shewa, and Wollo, all of which have been fueled by territorial ethnicity claims. These conflicts have aimed to expel non-territorial ethnic groups and are often seen as an attempt to effect demographic change by homogenizing the population of the affected areas.[footnoteRef:3] [2: 
]  [3: HYPERLINK "https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/29760/"
] 

Land and resources remain central to these conflicts, and various ethnic groups are waiting for referendums to form regional nations. Internal power struggles within the ruling party have contributed to Ethiopia's ethnic conflict, while secessionist agendas and claims of ethnic nationalist movements, combined with the dynamic nature of identity and the need for a better national identity that can unite Ethiopia's diverse ethnic groups, further pose challenges. The Prosperity Party-led government has argued that, in addition to expanding the civic and political space and leveling the political field for the market place of ideas and contestation, the core of democratic reform also requires a framework that enables Ethiopia to strike a balance between its diverse ethnic groups while nurturing diversity for national cohesion and uniting the country. This includes addressing historical injustices, grievances, and addressing inequitable growth, socioeconomic benefits, and social services.

Complexities of Democratic Reform in Ethiopia: The Neglected Ethiopian Minority Rights Issues Underin Ethnic-Based Federalism and Conflict	Comment by Amani Ani [2]: Notice that I have added an additional space between your footnote entries on the previous page and throughout to be consistent with CMOS rules. You had some with blank lines in-between and others without. I also added one tab indents. 
The challenges of democratic reform in Ethiopia are exemplified by the dilemma of minority rights, which highlights the country's ongoing identity crisis. Historically, Ethiopia has been a centralized and homogenized governance state, which marginalized its otherwise diverse population. In the 1960s, left-leaning movements mobilized around ethno-national identities, leading to the overthrow of the imperial dynasty in 1974. However, the subsequent military regime failed to address the national question and imposed another unitarist system, causing armed ethno-national liberation movements to proliferate.
As previously established, iIn the early 1990s, the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) came to power and introduced a significant shift in managing the country's diversity through Ethiopia's 1995 federal constitution. This constitutional rendition provides "nations, nationalities, and peoples" with the right to self-determination, including the right to secede from the federation through a constitutionally prescribed process, as well as territorial self-rule and protection of cultural and linguistic rights for these groups. While this grants anDespite the all-encompassing right to self-determination, the EPRDF's party-state system reflected a disregard for population size, thus giving an equal vote in the party’s decision-making organs to minorityall parties, including the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) although the , despite Tigray's population representedting only six to eight6–8 percent of Ethiopia's population. Thus, the EPRDF favored consensus-based governance and expected unanimity among members and elites from the four regional member parties. This system was seen as Tigrayan ethnic minority rule by many and was mainly contested by Oromo and Amhara elites over the EPRDF's 27-year rule, especially by Oromo and Amhara elites.	Comment by Amani Ani: Note that CMOS requires numerals for all numbers but the word percent written out. See the following for more on this!

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/qanda/data/faq/topics/Numbers/faq0005.html
After Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed came to power in Ethiopia, the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) and its structures were dismantled, and the Prosperity Party was formed primarily through the Oromo-Amhara alliance. Ultimately, tThis change was marked a significant departure from the EPRDF's party-state system, which was fiercely contested for disregardinged population size and was fiercely contested. However, there are now concerns about creeping majoritarianism at the national level, with the dominance of the Oromo and Amhara ethnic groups leading to tensions and brewing ethnic and communal conflict. Ethnic minority groups fear that the majority tendencies of the political system will marginalize and alienate them. At the regional level, dominant groups in Oromia and Amhara have become emboldened, leading to directly confront communal conflicts, the targeting of minority groups, and widespread human rights violations.
Overlooking Minority Rights: Deficiencies in Ethiopia's Democratic Reform Process	Comment by Amani Ani: It seems that this heading and the next two are subheadings under “The Neglected Minority Rights Issue…,” thus, I will leave them italicized and these make your Level 3 headings.
Ethiopia is a country with a diverse range of ethnic groups, none of which constitute a numerical majority. To protect the rights of these identity-basedmultiethnic groupsfactions, the standing Ethiopian government introduced an ethnic-based federalism system that , which grants territorial autonomy to specific groups. However, this system has appears to have created internal minority groups within the ethnic majority regions of Ethiopia.
Namely, Although tthere are just over eighty ethno-linguistic communities in Ethiopia governed by , only eleven regional states  and approximatelyround thirty sub-regional administrative units that werehave been established to grant territorial and political autonomy to specific identity-based groups. This means that all regional states are heterogeneous and include internal minority groups to varying degrees. 
While the federal constitution treats all groups identically under the law, the regional constitutions distinguish between indigenous and non-indigenous minorities on major issues regarding territory and legal rights. 
Indigenous minorities are, for instance, territorially empowered and guaranteed the right to self-determination under the regional constitutions. However, , whereas non-indigenous minorities can only claim 
