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California teen creates face masks in
support of hearing impaired

by Fox 28 Spokane | @ | April 29, 2020 5:41 am

A California teen is creating face masks designed to help the hearing-impaired during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Seventeen-year-old Isabella Appell is the director of the non-profit “Talking Masks,” with the masks
having a clear vinyl center to allow the deaf and hard of hearing to continue to be able to lip read.

Hand sanitizer gel, face ma:
shields, sanitizing spray, toi
X >
“Over the span of this quarantine | noticed people posting about how hard it is to communicate and
during this time,” Isabella told NBC4. “I was already sewing regular masks so | started researching how |
could accommodate them to everybody.”

Isabella has a family friend who is deaf, and has learned American Sign Language Online, wanting to
teach it to others.

The masks can be ordered with a donation, with all the money going towards the Hearing Aid Project,
which provides free hearing aids to those who can't afford them.
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You can order your own “talking mask” or make donations on Isabella’s project page.
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