
 

 

November 1, 2020 

 

Dear friends and members of the Laurel Historical Society, 

There is no doubt that 2020 has been a difficult year for all of us. At this time last year, we were 

looking forward to an exciting year full of society events, fundraisers, and projects. Unfortunately, 

many of those plans were put on hold indefinitely due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Although 

maintenance, research, and other work has continued behind the scenes, many of our more visible 

or social activities ground to a halt. One exception was the educational and thoroughly memorable 

Harriet Tubman bus tour last February. 

Despite the fact that activities planned for the spring, summer, and fall had to be canceled, many of 

our operational expenses were unaffected. For example, over $5,000 was spent on expenses 

relating to the Cook House alone, while nearly $2,000 was used for the Hitchens Homestead. The list 

of expenses includes electricity, HVAC, lawn maintenance, phone and Internet, office supplies, 

water and sewer, and security. Additionally, we expect to move forward with our ongoing 

restoration project at the Hitchens Homestead. There are exciting days ahead! 

The society’s Annual Appeal pays most of our bills and allows us to think big as we seek to fulfill our 

mission. We are incredibly grateful for the record-breaking results of last year’s campaign, which 

included contributions from sixty-one individuals, families, or businesses. Four exceptionally 

generous contributions ranged from $5,000 to $10,000!   

Your donation of any amount is greatly appreciated, and will help to preserve and celebrate the 

history of Laurel. Thank you for your support! 

Sincerely, 

 

George R. Denney III 

President 
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President 

George Denney 

Vice President 

Artez West 

 

Secretary 

Dee Cross 

Treasurer 

Doug Marvil 

Past President 

Ned Fowler 

 

 

Board Members 

At Large: 

 

 

Woody Disharoon 

Norma Jean Fowler 

Trina Giles 

Matt Parker 

Don Phillips 

Maggie Proctor 

Brian Shannon 

Chris Slavens 

Brad Spicer 

Patrick Vanderslice 

Emily Whaley 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to our 2019-2020 donors! 

Records’ Pond:  $5,001+ 

Paul & Pat Downes   ($10,000) 

Sharon McDonald    ($10,000) 

Laurel Redevelopment Corp. 

 

Trap Pond:  $1,001 - $5,000 

Janosik Family  

Ned & Norma Jean Fowler 

Beverly Smith & Marlene Hamilton 

Scott & Darlene Phillips 

 

Chipman’s Pond:  $501 - $1,000 

Frank Calio 

Sharon L. Denney 

Louis & Shirley O’Neal 

Dick Whaley 

Gary & Marilyn White 

J. Reid Williamson 

 

Trussum Pond:  $101 - $500 

Rebecca Benson 

F. Matthew & Donna Blaine 

Hunter & Carole Calloway 

George & Marlene Collins 

Mark & Dawn Collins 

 

John & Heidi Evans 

Ray & Ellie Guest 

Morris & Nancy Harris 

Roland & Louise Hearn 

Gregory & Michelle Hill 

Dave & Yancey Hillegas 

Jane Ellen Hiller 

Nancy Linton 

Steve Marshall 

Bruce Moore 

Jerry & Marsha Murphy 

Shirley Skinner 

Chris Slavens 

Sierra Spicer 

Michael & Carol Stutz 

Lauretta Thompson 

James Waddell 

Penny Ward 

Cindy Whaley 

James & Janet Windsor 

Harold Wooten 

Tom & Mona Wright 

Dave Smith’s Exterminating 

Rolph Family Holdings, LLC. 

In memory of Jim & Peggy Pusey 

Dee Cross 

Woody & Sharon Disharoon 

Richard A. Givens, II 

Kendal Jones 

Nelson & Linda Justice 

Daniel & Mary LeCates 

Doug & Edna Marvil 

Lloyd & Margaret Matthews 

Richard & Cathy Parker 

Joyce Pepper 

Vern & Maggie Proctor 

Brian & Pat Shannon 

Brad & Joy Spicer 

Jane Ward  

Amy Lowe & Blair Whaley 

Robert & Billie Jane Wheatley 

Wash ‘N Vac, Inc. 

Jim & Norma Yori  

Horsey's Pond:  $25 - $100 

Charlotte Baker 

William & Carlene Campbell 

Virginia Coxe 

Jean Edwards 

Faye Ellis Jones-Eller & Jerry Eller 

Alfred & Barbara Erskine 

 

 

 

 

Category Level 
Select Your Level of 

Support 

Records’ Pond $5,001+  

Chipman’s Pond $1,001 - $5,000  

Trap Pond $501 - $1,000  

Trussum Pond $101 - $500  

Horsey’s Pond $25 - $100  

 

 
P.O. Box 102 

Laurel, DE 19956 

 

Annual Appeal 

Please mail your 2020-2021 donation to the address shown above, or you can make a donation via PayPal  

by visiting our website at www.laureldehistoricalsociety.org and clicking on the donate button. 
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