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Fresh on the ashes of the Great Fire of 1899, electricity came to Laurel in the late summer of 1900, when the 
Delaware Electric Company leased the mills of E. W. Twilley & Co. at the site of their keg factory on what was then 
known as Twilley’s Lake.  Emanuel Twilley, of course, was the builder of the 1878 Gothic Revival cottage currently 
under restoration at our Hitchens Homestead on today’s Records’ Pond.

Northeast corner of Market St & Delaware Ave. Waller collection.
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In this early photo, donated by his granddaughter Jean Lowe 
Smith, Laurelite Ike Joseph is seen with a horse-drawn wagon 
fitted out as the fore-runner to today’s modern bucket truck. 
This is how they kept the lights on all over town.  Today, 
over a century later, Joseph’s granddaughter Doris Dayton, 
great-grandsons Brian Dayton and Robert Smith, and great-
granddaughter Wendy Dolby are among the 342 members 
of the Laurel Historical Society who, too, work to keep the 
lights on. They help us foot the ongoing bills necessary to 
keep our organization up, running, and moving ahead.

Our job is to educate, preserve, and to protect: it’s a 
responsibility we don’t take lightly. Laurel’s heritage is 
not something we can take ownership of, but, rather, is 
something entrusted to us to safeguard for future generations. 
We cannot save or do it all, yet we can highlight the best for 
our children and others to follow. As we all know, this comes 
with a price tag. Anything worthwhile does.  
  
So, jump on the wagon. Volunteer your time, participate 
in our programs and activities, encourage your friends and 
family to visit us and learn, or simply contribute to our 
cause. Your donation helps us keep the lights on . . . so we can continue to enlighten you by celebrating Laurel, its 
history, and its people.



Our 2022-2023 Donors
Records’ Pond: $10,000+

Paul & Pat Downes
Sharon McDonald

Trap Pond: $5,000 - $9,999

Janosik Family Charitable Foundation
Austin F. Okie

Chipman’s Pond: $1,000 - $4,999

Ned & Norma Jean Fowler
Carol O. Hammond

Gary Leslie
Louis & Shirley O’Neal

Don Phillips
Scott & Darlene Phillips

Brian & Pat Shannon
Delores Springer
Melinda Tingle

Warrington Properties

Trussum Pond: $500 - $999

Activ Pest Solutions
Karl & Triss Holland

Daniel & Mary Lecates
Vern & Maggie Proctor

Patrick & Susan Vanderslice
Wash ‘N Vac Car Wash

Reid Williamson

Portsville Pond: $250 - $499

Mark & Dawn Collins
Marlene Collins

Dee Cross
Richard Gabriel

Kendal Jones
Doug & Edna Marvil

James Waddel
Donald & Anne Ward
Billie Jane Wheatley

Horsey’s Pond: $100 - $249

Brian & Dianne Calloway
William & Carlene Campbell

Denise Carmine Crowe
Snickie Davis & Brian Seeba

Wendy Dolby
Jerry Eller & Faye Jones-Eller

Barbara Joseph & Lee Ann Geist
Rachelle Hill

Dave & Yancey Hillegas
Laurel American Legion
Nelson & Linda Justice

Cheryl Martin
Gary & Loretta Owens

Tom & Joy Slavens
Dave Smith’s Exterminating

Jane Ward
Penny Lewis Ward

Tammera Ward
Cindy Whaley

James & Janet Windsor
Thomas & Mona Wright

Tussock Pond: $25 - $99

James & Nancy Brock
Edwin Connor

Shirley Diefenderfer
Ray & Ellie Guest

Nancy Linton
Ruth O’Neal

Dave Powell & Margie Gill
Chris & Crystal Slavens

Fred & Donna Sponseller
David & Janice Tranberg
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We appreciate your support! Please mail your 2023-2024 donation to the address 
shown above, or donate via our website at laureldehistoricalsociety.org.

Category

Records’ Pond
Trap Pond

Chipman’s Pond
Trussum Pond
Portsville Pond
Horsey’s Pond
Tussock Pond

Level

$10,000+
$5,000 - $9,999
$1,000 - $4,999

$500 - $999
$250 - $499
$100 - $249
$25 - $99

Select Your Level

of Support

__________
__________
__________
__________
__________
__________
__________

Thank  y ou!




