
P. O.  Box 102
Laurel ,  DE 19956 laureldehistoricalsociety.org

November 1, 2022

Dear friends and members of the Laurel Historical Society,

Thanks to increased membership and the success of last year’s largest-ever annual appeal, we’re not just resting on our laurels.  The Laurel 
Historical Society is on the move.  

It’s been a year of firsts:

• 1st Gala and Yuletide at Rosemont ( over 350 visitors ).  
This year’s Gala is December 3rd. Tickets are now on sale.  
• 1st Kendal T. Jones Lecture  (and dinner)
• 1st Lecture on The Lawn
• 1st 4th of July members picnic and fireworks at The 
Hitchens Homestead
• 1st  coordinated opening of all 6 Laurel-area museums 
– thanks to our partners at the Bethel Historical Society, 
the Old Christ Church League, and an army of dedicated 
volunteers

We’ve also:

• launched three new exhibits:
- Oddly Enough: Celebrating Laurel’s Charity Lodge #27, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows
- This Certifies That …..
- Signs of The Times

Northeast corner of Market St & Delaware Ave. Waller collection.

• offered A Walking Tour of Central Avenue: The Houses, 
The People, The Stories
• hosted a popular Bike and Brew stop/tour at Old Christ 
Church
• held the monthly Life in Laurel roundtable discussions at 
Rosemont and
• (drum roll, please) received a $335,575 grant for restoration 
of The Hitchens Homestead.

Behind the scenes, we’ve:

• conducted further research on Rosemont and the Mitchell 
family
• held training sessions for research center volunteers
• professionally updated and re-organized society financials
• fielded research questions from the greater community and
• published an entertaining, meaningful, and informative 
newsletter.

We’ve worked together, learned together, and had fun together.  We’ve earned community respect and are raising the bar with an ever-
widening influence around town with far-reaching impact way beyond.

You can be part of this momentum by volunteering your time, participating in our activities, or simply  contributing to our cause.  Your 
donation helps us keep the lights on, so we can continue to celebrate Laurel, its history, and its people.

Sincerely,

George R. Denney III
President



O u r  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  D o n o r s
Records’ Pond: $10,000+

Paul & Pat Downes
Sharon McDonald

Trap Pond: $5,000 - $9,999

Gwen North

Chipman’s Pond: $1,000 - $4,999

Ned & Norma Jean Fowler
Carol O. Hammond

Laurel Redevelopment Corporation
Gary Leslie

Louis & Shirley O’Neal
Don Phillips

Scott & Darlene Phillips
Brian & Pat Shannon

Beverly Smith
Delores Springer

Trussum Pond: $500 - $999

Danny & Mary Lecates
Matt & Ashlee Parker

Vernon & Maggie Proctor
Patrick & Susan Vanderslice

Wash ’n Vac Car Wash

Portsville Pond: $250 - $499

Mark & Dawn Collins
Kendal Jones

Laurel American Legion
Doug & Edna Marvil

Bruce & Christine Moore
Robert Wheatley & Son

James Waddel
Gary White

Horsey’s Pond: $100 - $249

Matt & Dona Blaine
Rebecca Calio

William & Carlene Campbell
Marlene Collins

Dee Cross
Denise Carmine Crowe

Woody Disharoon
Jeff & Wendy Dolby

Jerry Eller & Faye Ellis Jones-Eller
Dave Smith’s Exterminating

Everett & Joan Hart
Gregory & Rachelle Hill

Paulette Hyland
Nelson & Linda Justice

Dana Marvel
Jerry & Marsha Murphy

Ruth O’Neal
Joyce Walmsley Pepper

Philip & Gwen Shedaker
Brad & Joy Spicer

Horsey’s Pond, continued

Bonnie Walls
Tammera Ward

James & Janet Windsor
Thomas & Mona Wright

James Yori

Tussock Pond: $25 - $99

Emily Abbott
James & Nancy Brock

Chris & Crystal Slavens
Virginia Coxe

Shirley Diefenderfer
Mark & Nancy Hewitt

Mary Jones
Gary & Loretta Owens

Ben & Ellen Sirman
Bob & Lauretta Thompson
David & Janice Tranberg

Cindy Whaley
Mark & Sue Whaley

P. O. Box 102
Laurel, DE 19956

Annual Appeal

Please mail your 2022-2023 donation to the address shown above, or you can make a donation via PayPal 
by visiting our website at laureldehistoricalsociety.org and clicking on the Donate button.

Category

Records’ Pond
Trap Pond

Chipman’s Pond
Trussum Pond
Portsville Pond
Horsey’s Pond
Tussock Pond

Level

$10,000+
$5,000 - $9,999
$1,000 - $4,999

$500 - $999
$250 - $499
$100 - $249
$25 - $99

Select Your Level

of Support

__________
__________
__________
__________
__________
__________
__________

Thank   you!




