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A� R������� this summer, there�s been a lot more 
going on than sipping mint juleps under the magnolia 
blossoms on the veranda. Historic restoration architect 
Barton Ross has submitted his ���-page preservation plan 
to the Laurel Redevelopment Corporation.  Included here 
are historic overview, property conditions evaluation, and 
reports from architectural historians, structural engineers, 
and dendro-chronologists. �anks to the latter and their 
tree-ring growth data, we now know, for certain, that 
Rosemont was built in ����. LRC is digesting the plan 
and prioritizing its next steps.

by Ned Fowler

Very appropriately, on the �th of July, we had a visit 
from Laurel�s �� Revolutionary War patriot Continental 
Congressman and Governor Nathaniel Mitchell�s �th 
great-grandson. Like his ancestor, Graham Robb is an 
attorney.  Well-educated and turned out, he is a published 
author who gives bike tours of colonial Philadelphia and 
referees soccer.  �is was his �rst trip to Rosemont, and 
he stayed for our society picnic.

We were excited to learn of the existence, in his fam-
ily collection, of oil portraits of both Nathaniel�s son, 
�eodore, and his wife. �eodore is known to have 
lived, too, at Rosemont and also owned the mill on the Artist�s depiction of a restored Rosemont. Courtesy of Barton Ross.

Graham Robb, descendant of Nathaniel Mitchell, at Rosemont.
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pond before heading to Philadelphia in the mid-����s.  
Graham lastly showed us an original ���� document 
in his possession pertaining to Manaen Bull, an early 
storekeeper and mill owner, who just happened to be 
one of the appraisers of Nathaniel Mitchell�s estate and 
later married his widow.

One thing about history is that there�s something 
new every day. � anks to society friend John Fillmore, 
who recently enlarged and enhanced our oldest photo of 
Rosemont, we have now seen evidence that Rosemont, in 
all likelihood at one time, had a second front door and 
an addition or outbuilding o
  to the south of the house.

New this season in the garage is a small exhibit show-
casing Laurel agri-business with a ��-foot long mural 
painted by Marie Wheeler, an art teacher in the Laurel 
elementary school in the early ����s. Be like the ��
people who toured our properties in August and check it 
out. � anks to Snicky Davis and Brian Seeba for putting 
this together. �

Graham Robb stands in his ancestor�s pew at Old Christ Church. � eodore Mitchell, son of Nathaniel Mitchell.

Laurel agri-business exhibit featuring mural by Marie Wheeler.

Society wins “Best 
Overall Theme” in
4th of July Parade

On behalf of the Laurel Historical Society, Bryce 
Wharton drove wife Erin Wharton, Kendal Jones, 
and Artez West in a ���� Model T Ford in Laurel�s 
annual �th of July parade. � e society�s entry won 
�Best Overall � eme!�
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H��
	��� H�������� restoration remained our pri-
mary focus over the summer. Restoration work requires 
a higher level of scrutiny when dealing with materials 
which must be hand-crafted. We are fortunate we have 
such a highly skilled team working on Hitchens. A special 
note of thanks goes to Ned Fowler who spends a consid-
erable amount of time consulting with our contractors 
and overseeing the project. �anks go to Representative 
Tim Dukes and Senator Bryant Richardson for their 
continued support of the project with a ����,��� grant 
award. Stop by and observe the transformation of the 
Hitchens Homestead!

Our musuem openings have been successful this year 
with approximately ��� people visiting our museums. 
Many thanks go to our docents: Snicky Davis, Louanne 
West, Matt and Dona Blaine, Marci Scott, Ned and 
Norma Jean Fowler, Chris Calio, Marlene Collins, Don 
Phillips, Mary Jones, Jane Anne Smith, Jane Ellen Hiller, 
Scott Venables, Moggie Moyer, Melinda Tingle, Emily 
Abbott, Charlotte Baker, Bill Acker, Jared Allen, Chris 
and Crystal Slavens, Trina Giles, Tammera Ward, Karl 
Holland, Triss Holland, and Sharon Whaley.

We hope to see you at our fall dinner on Saturday, 
October ��th, at St. Philip�s Church. We have engaged 
Lighthouse Catering to provide a delicous bu
et-style 
dinner of made-from-scratch rolls, stu
ed chicken, crab 
cakes, roasted potatoes, mac & cheese, and green beans, 
with apple crisp for dessert. Chris Slavens will give a 
presentation about his new book about the Nanticoke 
Indians.

On November �st we will begin our annual appeal. 
Please remember that your contribution enables the 
Laurel Historical Society to maintain our museums and 
ever-growing collections. We have been delighted by 
the amount you have contributed in the past, and look 
forward to your renewed support of the society this year.

We have recently received a gift of Twilley furtniture, 
clocks, sterling tea service, and other items that belonged 
to the Twilley family. �ey built and lived in the cottage 
at the Hitchens Homestead, so the items will be return-
ing home! �ese are generous and important gifts from 
Michele and Dan Twilley. Dan, who recently passed 
away, was an enthusiastic supporter of the restoration.

Finally, the annual �Yuletide at Rosemont� gala will 
be held on December �nd. We are pleased to announce 
that Chef Matt Whaley will be returning and preparing 
a delicious meal. More details will be announced.  �

Courtesy of Paula Shannon.

Welcome our new 
members!

William Hitchens
Fishers, Ind.

Albert & Laurie Joseph
Laurel

Jim & Linda Marvin
Laurel
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President’s Corner
George Denney




















