
Like the chicken in our new Hitchens Homestead 
exhibit, we’ve got something to crow about!

In 2025, your society completed the restoration of all five 
original buildings on our pond-front campus and added 
two more outbuildings relevant to the presentation of 
Laurel’s last in-town farm. Each building is furnished 
with period-appropriate accessories and artifacts donated 
by you, the good people of Laurel. We have also installed 
meaningful and engaging exhibits on an ever-widening 
array of topics from baskets and broilers to the Block. 
You have honored us and your forebearers by entrusting 
us with your heirlooms and treasures so that future 
generations can appreciate how Laurel came to be.
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Paint was barely dry this past spring when we hosted 138 people from the Vernacular Architecture Forum while 
in Delaware for its annual meeting. This group of students, scholars, and some of America’s most distinguished 
architectural historians came from all over the United States, plus a few from abroad. Among them were professionals 
from Colonial Williamsburg, Mount Vernon, and Winterthur. They were amazed at our restoration, validated our 
efforts, and left us with high acclaim.

Thanks to the Laurel Redevelopment Corporation safeguarding it from falling into adverse hands, we are excited 
to announce that we will soon become owners of Laurel’s crown jewel, Rosemont, our oldest and most historic 
property. To celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, we’re hosting a reception there from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, November 30. On display for the first time will be new period room interpretations, as well as our latest 
painting by acclaimed local artist Henry Progar. Please join us!

So, don’t be a turkey and wobble around. Gobble up the opportunity to contribute toward making the Laurel 
Historical Society the best it can be. Help us continue to make you and all of Laurel proud.

Broad Creek
Turkey Farm,

Portsville



Our 2024-2025 Donors
Records’ Pond: $10,000+

Paul & Pat Downes
Sharon G. McDonald

Trap Pond: $5,000 - $9,999

—

Chipman’s Pond: $1,000 - $4,999

Ned & Norma Jean Fowler
Karl & Triss Holland

Randy & Ann Lee
Gary Leslie

Austin F. Okie
Louis & Shirley O’Neal
Matt & Ashlee Parker

Don Phillips
Vern & Maggie Proctor
Brian & Pat Shannon

Beverly Warrington Smith
Kevin & Melinda Tingle
Donald & Anna Ward

Trussum Pond: $500 - $999

Activ Pest Solutions
Marlene Collins
Kendal T. Jones

Danny & Mary LeCates
Patrick & Susan Vanderslice

Wash ’N Vac, Inc.
Blair Whaley & Amy Lowe

Portsville Pond: $250 - $499

Emily Abbott
Mark & Dawn Collins

Mary D. Cross
Denise Crowe

Doug & Edna Marvil
Linda Marvin

O’Neal & Johnson Hardware
Joyce Walmsley Pepper
The Real Estate Market
Chris & Crystal Slavens
Robert Wheatley & Son

Horsey’s Pond: $100 - $249

American Legion Post 19
Charlotte Baker

Robert & Deborah Bethards
Woody & Sharon Disharoon

Wendy Dolby
Jerry Eller & Faye Ellis Jones-Eller

Blanche Hitchens
Randy & Kathy Hitchens

Mary Jones
Barbara Joseph & Lee Geist

Marjorie Gill
Linda Justice
Pat Kough

Lynn Lyburn
Gregg & Elizabeth Milo

Debbie Mitchell
Marsha Murphy

Gary & Loretta Owens
Lettie Perry

Wilfred & Monica Ponton
Brian Seeba & Ann Davis

Tom & Joy Slavens

Horsey’s Pond, continued:

Dave Smith Exterminating
J.P. Waddel

Cindy Whaley
Matthew & Eva Whaley

Gary White
Janet Windsor

Thomas & Mona Wright
Jim Yori

Tussock Pond: $25 - $99

William Acker
James & Nancy Brock

William & Carlene Campbell
Edwin Connor
Virginia Coxe
R.E. Guest, Jr.

Frances C. Groves
Yancey Hillegas

Penny Lewis
Michael & Debra McElroy

Nancy Smith
Bob & Lauretta Thompson

Penny Ward
Sierra Spicer-Zimmerman

P. O. Box 102
Laurel, DE 19956

2025-2026
Annual Appeal

We appreciate your support! Please mail your 2025-2026 donation to the address  shown above, or donate via our website at laureldehistoricalsociety.org.

Category

Records’ Pond
Trap Pond

Chipman’s Pond
Trussum Pond
Portsville Pond
Horsey’s Pond
Tussock Pond

Level

$10,000+
$5,000 - $9,999
$1,000 - $4,999

$500 - $999
$250 - $499
$100 - $249
$25 - $99

Select Your Level

of Support

__________
__________
__________
__________
__________
__________
__________

Thank  you!




