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Dear Party Leader,  

We write as members of the UK Civil Society Atrocity Prevention Working Group and as representatives of organisations that 

work, in many different ways, to reduce the risks of mass atrocities worldwide. We write to ask each of the party leaders to 

make a clear commitment to preventing atrocity crimes in your party manifesto and during this election campaign.  

Genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity diminish us all. They carry an untold cost of human 

suffering and can often be predicted and prevented. They can also affect the UK’s own security and prosperity through 

international instability and the threat of terrorism.  

In July 2019, Her Majesty’s Government set out for the first-time a cross-cutting national approach to preventing mass 

atrocities, making clear that the responsibility lies across the Department for International Development as well as the Foreign 

Office and Ministry of Justice. The approach recognises that British atrocity prevention cannot be restricted to crisis response.  

However, any effective policy on atrocity prevention requires clear Ministerial responsibility for the portfolio, cross-Whitehall 

coordination and analysis, and transparent process within party policy development. Likewise, any national approach to 

preventing atrocities requires cross-party consensus and support.  

Preventing identity-based violence and mass atrocities is a matter that begins at home and extends around the world.  It 

requires participation from all internationally-facing departments as well as from domestic institutions that are responsible for 

upholding obligations to populations within and at Britain's borders. 

We therefore recommend that all parties during this important general election; 

• Support a national inquiry on the UK’s capabilities and responsibilities to help prevent identity-based violence and mass 
atrocities abroad 

 

• Support a feasibility assessment of a cross-departmental prevention analysis unit 
 

• Pledge to integrate an explicit commitment on the prevention of identity-based violence from discrimination to violent 
extremism and mass atrocities. This commitment would cut across portfolios and bureaus of policy interests, including 
international development, communities and local government, justice, trade, foreign policy, and migration and refugee 
issues 

 

Preventing atrocities is a matter of conscience, not partisanship. It is a responsibility that is shared, and an agenda that should 

be prioritised by all political parties; it is a commitment that can never belong to one party or another.  

We call on you to commit in the lead up to the 2019 general election, and irrespective of its outcome, to prioritise the 

prevention of atrocity crimes, not only as a matter of strategic national interest, but as a goal that reflects the UK’s 

internationalist values. 

Sincerely, 

 

http://www.protectionapproaches.org/


Mark Farmaner, Director, Burma Campaign 

Robert Bain, Program Officer, Ceasefire Centre for Civilian Rights 

Cristina Stefan & Adrian Gallagher, Co-Directors, European Centre for the Responsibility to Protect 

Catherine Anderson, CEO, Jo Cox Foundation 

Dylan Mathews, CEO, Peace Direct 

Kate Ferguson, Co-Executive Director, Protection Approaches 

Waqar Azmi, Chairman, Remembering Srebrenica 

Mariana Goetz, Director, Rights for Peace 

Elizabeth Nelson, Director, Search for Common Ground UK 

Richard Gowing, Director, Sri Lanka Campaign for Peace & Justice 

Kellie Strom, Syria Solidarity UK 

Fred Carver, Head of Policy, United Nations Association - UK 

Jacqueline Geis, CEO , Videre est Credere 

Maddy Crowther, Co-Executive Director, Waging Peace 

Protection Approaches convenes the UK Civil Society Atrocity Prevention Working Group. To respond or get in touch with the 

signatories please contact Hugo.Lucas@protectionapproaches.org  
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